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LOOKING TOWARDS 

THE FUTURE 

Story & Photos by Skovy 

 
Well, 2 months down and 3 to go. 

I was at my Toy Box just the 
other day and amazingly it wasn’t 
that cold inside the Toy Box. All 
my cars were resting 
comfortably. 

I’m preparing myself for the 
Winter Wheels Car Show that the 
Jamestown Classic Car Club is 
putting on. This year I’m only 
putting in 4 cars (gotta leave 
room for other people’s cars). I’ll 
be walking around talking to 
everybody so we’ll see you there! 

Now to James Valley Street 
Machine business. 

2017 is bringing plenty of 
opportunities to get out and get 
active with our organization. This 
summer is filled with Black Top 
Tour action, Drag Racing, 60 
Foot Experience, and also a 
weekend Goodguys rod run to 
Lincoln Nebraska. There will be 
plenty said about this in future 
articles. 

Our Christmas Extravaganza was 
a complete success. We served 
103 Prime Rib meals and raised 
lots of money for future JVSM 
activities. A huge THANK YOU to 
everybody in attendance. Next 
year will be a great experience 
also. 

Our James Valley Street Machine 
Caribbean Cruise leaves on the 
10

th
 of February. Because of this 

there will not be a February issue 
of “THE RUMBLER”. If you want 
to go on the 2018 Cruise, contact 
Skovy 701-202-7067 or 
skovy@donwilhelm.com for 
details. I’ll be thinking of you 
when it’s 100 degrees in St. 
Thomas and I have a cool adult 
beverage in my hand! 

Happy 2017 to everybody. Get 
involved in one of the fastest 
growing organizations in the 
area. 

Thank you everybody for reading 
and enjoying the “RUMBLER” 
magazine. Our e-mail readers 
have passed 21,665 issues.  
 
Don’t be bashful. We are a very 
active organization and want 
members. It’s only $25.00 for a 
regular membership & $50.00 if 
you want the “RUMBLER” mailed 
to you.  
 
See the application on the back 
page, or email: 
 

skovy@donwilhelm.com. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS 

January & February 

Houge, Ann Marie 01/01 
Tracy, Martha  01/02 
Anderson, Katy  01/07 
Dewald, Della  01/07 
Layton, Viril  01/10 
Wiliams, Laura  01/13 
Zaun, Larry  01/13 
Gums, Candace 01/14 
Fuchs, Nichole  01/18 
Johnston, Ruth  01/19 
Calheim, Cliff  01/24 
Kamlitz, Brian  01/24 
Thoele, Kevin  01/25 
Krein, Larry  01/29 
Schauer, Cindy  01/29 
Huber, Al  01/30 
Orness, Stan  01/30 
Gray, Andy  02/01 
Huber, Sue  02/04 
Jaskoviak, Steve-Skovy02/04 
Readel, Nadine  02/08 
Thomas, Troy  02/09 
Gibson, Diane  02/10 
Arth, Jesse  02/14 
Almer, Michael  02/16 
Gehring, Kathleen 02/16 
Hoggarth, Tim  02/16 
Curtis, Floyd  02/21 
Specht, Gary  02/21 
Kummer, Jeff  02/24 
McIlonie, Bernie  02/26  
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ACTIVE MEMBERS 

 
Allmer, Michael 

Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Shelly 

Anderson, Roger & Meleia 

Anderson, Scott & Kim 

Anderson, Bruce & Kathy 

Arth, Jesse & Kelly 

Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla 

Baker, Neil & Judi 

Balvitsch, Wayne 

Behm, Earl & Connie 

Bennefeld, Greg & Judy 

Bensch, Paul & Janis 

Berg, Wayne & Tami 

Beyer, James 

Block, Scott & Pat 

Bowen, Jason & Renee 

Brandenburger, Max & Williams, 
Laura 

Briese, Lee & Penny 

Calheim, Clifford & Marla 

Carow, Billy & Candace 

Carpenter, Kent & Colleen 

Corell, John 

Curtis, Floyd & Carrie 

Dewald, Joel & Della 

Elhard, Dale 

Engquist, Merrill (Sparky) & Marcia 

Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn 

Eslick, Larry 

Frueh, Darin 

Fuchs, Justin & Nichole 

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth 

Gehring, Duane & Kathleen 

Geisler, David 

Gibson, Teddy & Diane 

Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim 

Gilge, Larry & Cindy 

Gray, JeriLynn & Andy 

Greenlund, Ron & Darlene 

Gumke, Matt 

Gumke, Don & JoAnn 

Gums, Robert & Candace 

Guthmiller, Neil & Linda 

Hallwachs, Loren & Renee 

Hansen, Michael & Angie 

Heinle, Larry & Audrey 

Hoggarth, Tim & Tiffanie 

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy 

Houge, Jason & Ann Marie 

Huber, Al & Sue 

Huber, Bruce 

Huber, Steve & Betty 

Huber, Robert 

Jangula, Duane 

Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy) 

Jensen, Paul & Sue 

Johnson, Brandon & Sonia 

Johnson, Rod W. 

Johnson, Irving & Marilyn 

Johnson, Spencer & Amee 

Kamlitz, Brian 

Kapp, Dan & Jennifer 

Karn, Dale & Sue 

Keim, Lyman & Darlene 

Kessler, Michael & Mary 

Kiefer, Randy & Linda 

Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis 

Krein, Larry & Kelly 

Kummer, Jeffrey & Erin 

Kuss, Alex 

Lang, John (JR) 

Larson, Don & Bonnie 

Layton, Viril & Mary 

Loose, Larry & Bonita 

Lubenow, Owen 

Lulay, Bob & Alma 

Lynn, Randy 

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline 

Martin, Randy & Patti 

Masters, George & Eileen 

Mathias, Roger & Bonnie 

McCreedy, Terrance 

McCullough, Gary & Billie 

McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene 

Meidinger, Jamie 

Meikle, Jack & Gloria 

Miller, Randy 

Miller, Jerry 

Miller, Aaron 

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy 

Mitzel, LeRoy 

Moser, Jeff 

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria 

Nelson, Troy & Lois 

Nenow, Roger & Lois 

Nogosek, Aaron & Amy 

Noot, Jay & Bryant 

Olson, David & Adele 

Olson, Ryan 

Orness, Stan & Sharon 

Patzner, Elroy 

Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda 

Readel, Larry & Nadine 

Redinger, Dale 

Rixen, Dennis 

Sabir, Nam 

Schauer, Ronald & Cindy 

Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia 

Seher, Jeff 

Specht, Gary & Margaret 

Speckman, Dale & Pamela 

Thoele, Kevin & Kim 

Thomas, Troy & Tricia 

Timm, Curt 

Titman, Nick 

Tracy, Dean & Martha 

VanFleet, Jake 

Wegenast, Colin & Toni 

Wegner, Donald & Marla 

Wehling, Tim 

Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane 

Widmer, Dan 

Wiest, J.P. & Judy 

Wilhelm, Jeff 

Wilhelm, Jordan 

Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy 

Willman, Casey & Jessica 

Wolf, Cameron 

Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn 

Zaun, Larry & Penny 
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CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

GM DOCUMENT HINTS 
2018 CHEVROLET 

CORVETTE WILL GET 
DOHC 6.2L LT5 V8              
Story & Photos by Alex Nishimoto 

(hotrod.com)  

 

Will be first DOHC engine in a 
Corvette since 1995 

A newly unearthed dealer 
document suggests the 2018 
Chevrolet Corvette will receive a 
dual-overhead-cam V-8 engine, 
fittingly called the LT5 after the 
first DOHC engine used in the 
Corvette ZR-1 from 1990-1995. 

The document is a vehicle 
identification number (VIN) guide 
posted on GM’s internal service 
and parts operations website. 
Hidden among the many engine 
codes is an LT5, which is 
described as a DOHC 6.2-liter 
gasoline engine with eight 
cylinders, direct injection, 
variable valve timing, and an 
aluminum block. The only 
application for this engine is 
listed as “Y,” which corresponds 
to the Corvette. The LT5 was 
rumored to be a twin-
turbocharged version of the 
supercharged LT4 found in the 
Corvette Z06, but there’s no 
mention of forced induction in this 
document. 

 

It’s still unknown which Corvette 
model this engine will power, but 
we know it won’t replace the LT1 
as the Corvette Stingray’s base 
engine because the LT1 also 
appears on this sheet for the 
2018 model year, designated for 
book codes Y and A (Corvette 
and Camaro). There are two new 
Corvette models on the horizon 
that could benefit from this 
engine, the C7 ZR1 and the 
elusive mid-engine Corvette 
Zora. Though there would be 
something poetic in seeing a 
twin-cam LT5 V-8 power a 
Corvette ZR1 again, our money 
is on this being the mid-engine 
Corvette’s powerplant. The 
DOHC valve train would more 
easily facilitate high revs, which 
is what you want in an exotic 
supercar. 

We hope to learn the truth of the 
Corvette’s first DOHC engine in 
more than 20 years in the coming 
months. Until then, tell us what 
you think Chevy has in store for 
the LT5. 

 

 

PROJECT 69’r 

THE LONG ROAD TO THE 
MOST WANTED MUSCLE 

CAR                                
Story & Photos by Skovy (James Valley Street 

Machine)  

 

One day while searching eBay I 
ran across an ad for a 
disassembled 69 Camaro RS/SS. 

It said in the ad that it was a 
father & son project with all the 
metal work done. Father lost 
interest and the son was selling 
the car 

After some negotiating on the 
phone I decided to drive to Lima 
Ohio and pick up the car. 

When I arrived in Lima, I was 
surprised that the Father and Son 
project consisted of a 75 year old 
father and a 55 year old son. He 
seemed pretty honest and I 
looked over the car from front to 
back. 

Being suspicious about an Ohio 
muscle car, I actually passed on 
the original $10,000.00 offer and 
was ready to leave. The son 
called me back and told me he 
wanted the car “Out of his 
garage” and “What would you 
buy this car for?” I told him it was 
a $7,000 car to me and turned to 
walk away again. 

http://www.motortrend.com/news/chevrolet-corvette-zr-1/
http://www.motortrend.com/news/spied-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-prototype-channels-its-inner-race-car/
http://www.motortrend.com/news/spied-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-prototype-channels-its-inner-race-car/
http://www.motortrend.com/news/spied-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-prototype-channels-its-inner-race-car/
http://www.motortrend.com/news/spied-mid-engine-chevrolet-corvette-reveals-chopped-front-end/
http://www.motortrend.com/news/spied-mid-engine-chevrolet-corvette-reveals-chopped-front-end/
http://www.motortrend.com/news/mt-then-and-now-2009-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-and-1995-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-2187/
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“Sold” he said. I started chuckling 
under my breath knowing that if I 
were to reach my truck and trailer 
I planned on turning around and 
paying him the $10,000.00. 

I told my 2 friends to load it up 
before he changed his mind. We 
were laughing about it all the way 
back to North Dakota. 

Well, the restoration began and 
… The last laugh was on me... 
not him. Dangit! 

Here is the story of my 
restoration for my 1969 Camaro 
RS/SS X11 with air. 

The engine I received with the 
car was a non-numbers matching 
350 automatic. I did find a freshly 
built 427 from Thomas Motors in 
Pingree and a M22 4 Speed from 
a friend of mine in Bismarck so I 
figured ... What the heck. Big 
Block 427... M22 4 Speed... 3:42 
12 Bolt limited slip rear end... Air 
conditioning... This could be fun. 

In the upcoming issues, I will put 
in pictures of the progress of 
Project 69’r. As of this print date 
all the exterior welding was done 
and we were about to start 
installing the new floor pans and 
new firewall. 

 

 

My journey begins... 

Project 69’r arriving at Dales Restorations 
in Bismarck North Dakota 

Just within minutes we could tell there 
was over ½ inch of bondo on the roof 

Amateur job on the current floor pan 
installation made us move forward on full 

floor pan installation. 

Yup. Realization set in. The previous 
owner must’ve lay on the roof and 

squashed it. Fixed it by putting bondo on 
the roof and flash painting it. 

 

You can see by this side view the huge 
bow in the roof supports. Could not save 

them so … 

Had to replace the brackets with new 
ones and... 

Replace the roof with a new panel 

As we started digging in to the car, we 
found the rear panel was also full of rust 

holes and deep bondo. So off it came 



P a g e  | 6 

 

When I purchased project 69’r the owner 
told me he “Just put on new quarter 

panels and painted them”. NOT 

Both sides where thick with bondo. Well... 
New full quarters also. 

I thought I’d be lucky and at least have 1 
piece of metal not needing attention. NOT 

Fortunately, both wheel housing were like 
new. Dale Speckman called me later with 
the bad news. 2 spots weld holding the 

whole assembly together. 

Hade to fix the welds on the trunk floor 
pan. On the left is Dale’s welds (Factory 
Specs) and on the right hand side was 

the welding the old owner did and we had 
to redo 

The passenger side trunk floor did not 
even have 1 weld from the old owner. 

Pieces were hanging on loose. We had to 
weld it all in 

 

Dale ordered all the new metal from AMD 
Assembly moved forward 

Everything was lining up fantastic!  
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I was also told by the old owner the doors 
were brand new. NOT 

 

Doors gone. Another call to AMD for 
complete door shells. 

 

 

 

With the body being square, fitment of all 
parts, Quarters, Roof, and rear panel 

lined up fantastic 

Gaps are right on 

 

Attention to detail. Even though the welds 
from the quarter panels will never be seen 

again, Dale took the time to grind and 
prep them properly 

New door shells installed. I figured since I 
was going this far I might as well put on 

new door hinges also 
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Let all the welding commence 

Finished with the top. Now for the floors. 
That comes in future issues. 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

 WEIRD AND WACKY 
AMERICAN CARS              

Story & Photos by Ian (Driver Weekly) 

We love American cars. 
American cars are bold with 
unmatched power and serious 
attitude. But America’s been 

making cars for over a hundred 
years, and the price of innovation 
is the occasional oddity—and, 
sometimes, fiery explosions. 
These weird cars made it into the 
hands of real drivers, including 
bizarre three-wheelers, serious 
muscle cars, the first SUV, and 
everything from the classic AMC 
Gremlin to the notorious Pontiac 
Aztek. 

1977 Ford Ranchero 

 

In 1957, the Ford Ranchero 
introduced American consumers 
to the Australian oddity of the 
“coupe utility,” a two-door coupe 
with a truck bed fused to the rear 
end. Ford Australia had invented 
a car that could take the family to 
church or throw cargo in the 
back, a compromise between a 
commercial utility vehicle and the 
wheel-bed and cost of a smaller 
passenger vehicle. So while it 
might look like a small pickup 
truck, the Ford Ranchero was 
built on the body of a station 
wagon. After 1959, Ford 
continued to release new models 
of the Ranchero based on a 
series of Fords (including the 
Falcon and the Torino) until 
1976. That year, the Torino was 
discontinued, and Ford made the 
decision to switch the Ranchero 
to the frame of the LTD II. But the 
LTD II was a fattened mid-size, 
that, unfortunately, used a series 
of recycled parts from Ford’s 
previous lines. The new 
Ranchero added a cargo bed and 
a lot of weight for not a lot of 

power. While earlier models had 
complemented a sporty, compact 
look with a useful cargo bed, the 
ungainly LTD II was a poor fit for 
a coupe utility. Unsurprisingly, no 
one wanted an underpowered, 
wonky little pickup truck! The ’77 
Ranchero was the end of the line 
for the coupe utility, and Ford 
discontinued the line in 1979. In 
the end, Ranchero paved the 
way for the Ford Ranger and 
other light pickups that combined 
work and fun in one package. 

2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser 

 

At one point in time, the Chrysler 
PT Cruiser won Car of the Year. 
Now, the PT Cruiser is a series 
regular on lists of the worst cars 
ever made. What explains the 
dramatic fall of this controversial 
vehicle? It’s not just changing 
tastes, although that’s part of the 
equation. The PT Cruiser just 
didn’t stand up to scrutiny. First 
launched in 2001, the PT Cruiser 
was a 5-door hatchback 
designed to evoke the gangster 
getaway cars of the 1930s, 
featuring smooth curves, fat 
fenders, and a high roofline. The 
audacious vehicle wowed 
reviewers and consumers when it 
first appeared and the PT Cruiser 
had a few things going for it, 
sure: it was big, roomy, with a 
bold new look. The problem? It 
looked like a dwarfish minivan 
rather than a sedan, let alone a 
hatchback. The 2.4-liter DOHC 
16-valve four engines were lifted 
from a minivan and still had 
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trouble getting the PT Cruiser’s 
3123 pounds moving. 

Fuel efficiency and handling 
lagged almost as much as 
acceleration. Chrysler wanted to 
create a new segment with the 
PT Cruiser—but they forgot what, 
exactly, they were supposed to 
be creating, and ended up with 
the worst of both worlds. 
Chrysler’s reorganization in 2009 
witnessed the end of the PT 
Cruiser, and it was definitely for 
the best. The initial shock had 
worn off, and people were waking 
up to the fact that weird and new 
doesn’t always equal good. The 
car is panned as one of the 
ugliest mementos of the early 
2000s. Still, we have to admire 
the bold (if very odd) design 
choices. 

1970 AMC Gremlin 

 

Love it or hate it, the AMC 
Gremlin has to be one of the 
strangest designs of the last fifty 
years. This little two-door 
hatchback epitomized the wonky 
economy cars of the 1970s. The 
Gremlin was the brainchild of 
American Motors Company, a 
now-defunct automaker with a 
storied tradition as America’s 
underdog. The eternally cash-
strapped carmaker was always 
producing weird cars on a 
budget, and the Gremlin was no 
exception. AMC was searching 
for a new subcompact car to 
compete with new imports like 
the VW Beetle and Toyota 
Corona. Ford and General 
Motors were set to release 
subcompacts in 1971 and AMC 

didn’t have the money to 
compete. Instead, they looked to 
their existing cars for something 
to retrofit. So they hacked the 
end of the Hornet-platform station 
wagon to create a vehicle just 
two inches longer than a VW 
Bug! The Gremlin was dirt cheap 
with great gas mileage and AMC 
aimed the cheekily-named car at 
people who wanted something a 
little cute and a lot different. 
Younger consumers snapped up 
the Gremlin, and it became a 
common sight on college 
campuses. 

Its wide engine range and ease 
of modification meant, believe it 
or not, the Gremlin moonlighted 
as a drag racer, while universities 
used the frame to build 
experimental engines. AMC 
proved that it had the a cheap 
and reliable design and the 
marketing flair to get people in 
the seats of the Gremlin—despite 
the fact that the Gremlin was an 
outdated bucket of bolts with no 
disc brakes or radial tires and 
awful suspension. Whether you 
think it was cute or not, you have 
to admit the Gremlin was the 
epitome of weird! 

1974 Bricklin SV-1 

 

 
What happens when a multi-
millionaire decides he wants to 
start his own automaker and 
slaps his name on the car? The 
Bricklin SV-1. This bizarre two-

door coupe with gullwing doors 
and the appearance and color of 
a plastic toy was the pet project 
of Malcolm Bricklin. The 
American Bricklin convinced 
investors to sink millions into a 
brand-new car company and 
manufacturing plant in New 
Brunswick, Canada and intended 
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for sale in both countries. The 
first car was going to be a 
“safety-first sports car”—one of 
the strangest combinations ever 
imagined, but Bricklin believed 
there was a niche for people that 
wanted sports cars but didn’t like 
the risks (or speed) of the real 
thing. The resulting “Safety 
Vehicle 1” had a crash cage and 
side beams, fiberglass body 
panels, compressible bumpers, 
no ashtray or lighter to 
discourage smoking, and 
(supposedly) the look of a sports 
coupe. Of course, the added 
weight gave the Bricklin the top 
speed of a geriatric grandmother 
and the same attitude. Perhaps 
because no one had known what 
the Bricklin SV-1 looked like, 
Malcolm Bricklin attracted 40,000 
back orders. But the tiny 
company had massively 
overextended and couldn’t 
produce enough cars to make 
their orders. 

 

Only 2,854 had rolled off the 
assembly line when investors 
balked and the government 
forced the company into 
receivership. No one mourned 
the Bricklin SV-1. The saddest 
thing? If Malcolm Bricklin had 
given the reins to his lead 
designer, he might have had a 
very different vehicle on his 
hands. The original designer was 
Herb Grasse, the mind behind 
the original flame-blasting 
Batmobile. 

1971 Ford Pinto 

 

Sometimes the real problem with 
a car isn’t in the appearance or 
the intention of the designer, but 
public perception. The Ford Pinto 
was nothing special, in and of 
itself. It was a relatively boring 
and practical subcompact 
economy car designed to 
compete with Japanese imports. 
Uncomfortable bucket seats, 
uninspired lines, and a subpar 
inline 4-cylinder engine meant 
that the 1971 Pinto was never 
going to turn heads. 
Unfortunately, Ford sacrificed 
reliability for production speed 
and cost. Right out of the gate 
the Pinto struggled with safety 
controversies surrounding its 
brakes and fuel tanks. In 1977, 
damning reports emerged that 
the tiny car had squeezed the 
fuel tank right next to the rear 
bumper—resulting in explosive 
fires in the event of a crash. 
There were rumors that hundreds 
of people had been killed, and 

Ford struggled with damage 
control when a leaked corporate 
document appeared to reveal 
that Ford had compared the cost 
of fixing the car with the cost of 
potential liabilities and decided 
against recalling the cars for 
repairs. 

But this is where it gets weird. In 
fact, the internal document was 
based on the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s 
numbers on the value of a human 
life. Ford wasn't the callous 
monolith that reporters had 
indicated. The Pinto wasn’t any 
less safe than any other car at 
the time. But Ford issued an 
expensive recall to install a 
protective shield between the fuel 
tank and the bumper, and the 
Pinto went down in history as a 
fiery corporate disaster. 

1947 Davis D-2 Divan 

 

The Davis D-2 Divan is one of 
the most bizarre cars ever built, a 
three-wheeled convertible 
“roadster” built between 1947 to 
1949. What’s more, the story of 
the Divan was a sordid tale of 
corruption and fraud. Used car 
salesman and industrial designer 
Glen Gordon “Gary” Davis was 
an unscrupulous businessman 
looking for his next idea when he 
set eyes on the three-wheeled 
racer called “The Californian,” 
built by Frank Kurtis (later the 
renowned racecar designer for 
the Indianapolis 500!) Gary Davis 
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somehow believed that he could 
build and market a three-wheeled 
car for personal use and wanted 
to reverse engineer “The 
Californian.” He convinced the 
owner to let him take the car for a 
test drive and, according to some 
accounts, intentionally crashed 
the vehicle to lower the price to 
just $50! With design in hand, the 
slick salesmen sold 350 
dealerships to interested partners 
and hired Hollywood bombshells 
to help him advertise the new 
car. But Davis had promised 
more than he could deliver. 

He hadn’t paid his workers in 
months and fired his plant 
manager for spending money on 
new equipment—naturally, 
production fell far behind 
schedule. Facing a series of 
lawsuits, Davis was arrested for 
fraud and grand theft and sent to 
a work camp. Only thirteen cars 
were ever built and even if Davis 
had been on the up-and-up, it’s 
unlikely the unusual vehicle 
would ever have been 
successful. Three-wheeled 
vehicles have never been 
particularly safe or practical, and 
the vehicle looked like a bumper 
car! And, in fact, Gary Davis went 
on to design bumper cars for 
amusement parks—which is 
probably the only place for three-
wheelers like the Divan. 

1990 Pontiac Trans Sport 

 

The Pontiac Trans Sport was a 
real disappointment even for 
minivan buyers. In 1986, General 
Motors was determined to 

contest Chrysler’s dominant 
position in the minivan market. 
Pontiac developed a new 
concept car and pulled out all the 
stops on a futuristic van, with 
gullwing doors, glass roof, built in 
Nintendo Entertainment System, 
and sleek curves. Reviewers and 
potential consumers eagerly 
awaited the follow-up. 
Unfortunately, Pontiac had 
oversold the concept. The 
production model was rapidly 
downsized. It lost the expensive 
gullwing doors. The glass roof 
was too heavy and expensive 
and replaced with black paneling. 
And the futuristic curves and 
sporty paneling? Just weird. The 
long, sloping windscreen was 
disorienting for drivers and the 
narrow front end and running 
boards made the Trans Sport 
look less like the car of the future 
and more like a dust buster 
vacuum cleaner. When the Trans 
Sport finally arrived (and its 
badge mates, the Chrysler 
Lumina and Oldsmobile 
Silhouette), drivers were 
understandably unimpressed. 
And when they finally got the 
underwhelming vehicle onto the 
road the engine was the final nail 
in the coffin—the 1990 Trans 
Sport rolled out of the lot with 
only a 3.1 L V6 that produced a 
measly 120 horsepower. The 
Trans Sport combined the 
mistakes of overdesigning a 
concept car and taking a hatchet 
to the production model, resulting 
in a graceless mess bereft of 
features or style. 

1975 AMC Pacer 

 

The American Motors Company 
continued to make love-em-or-
leave-em cars, following the AMC 
Gremlin with the AMC Pacer, a 
two-door compact with a radical 
new look. Honestly, we have to 
thank AMC’s designers to 
continuing to push the envelope. 
They were always looking for 
new ideas that the Big Three 
automakers would pass up. AMC 
was looking for a new compact 
with more bells and whistles and 
little extra leg-room than the 
subcompact economy cars of the 
past five years. But the Pacer 
struggled to get from paper to the 
factory floor, and it took four 
years of work before the first car 
hit the road in 1975. AMC now 
had a narrow window of 
opportunity for the Pacer to 
succeed before competing 
models arrived. Unfortunately, a 
few more years on the drawing 
board might have done the Pacer 
some good! Innovative was 
certainly the word, as the Pacer 
looked like nothing else on the 
market. 
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The enormous glass bubble 
windshield and bizarre rear 
window earned the Pacer the 
moniker “the flying fishbowl.” 
While AMC’s designers had 
hoped that the wide windows 
would make the small car feel 
bigger on the inside, the look of 
the “Jetsons Car” was a little too 
futuristic for drivers. Sales fell 
short of AMC’s hopes and 
entered a slow decline as 
Japanese and German compacts 
flooded the market. While 
innovative, AMC demonstrated 
that some wonky designs are 
best left on the drawing board. 

1958 Packard Hawk 

 

What happens when you 
combine two legacy automakers 
and pump out a shoddy 
combination of two great cars? 
The 1958 Packard Hawk, the last 
gasp of a dying marque. In 1954, 
the Big Three were starting to put 
the hurt on the competition. 
Smaller car companies were 
under a lot of pressure to 
compete and “merger fever” led 
to the marriage of Studebaker 
and Packard. Packard had been 
a luxury carmaker while 
Studebaker had a larger 
customer base and 
manufacturing capability. 
Unfortunately, the two companies 
struggled to combine their 
businesses. In the midst of the 
ongoing confusion, the new 
company spat out four “luxury” 
Packard’s. The Packard Hawk 
was supposed to be the sportiest 
of the four offerings, a two-door 

coupe based on the Studebaker 
Golden Hawk. Frankly, that was 
the first problem. Before the 
merger, Packard had already 
suffered when it had released a 
series of mid-price cars that 
diluted their luxury brand. After 
the merger, the company cut 
costs by using Studebaker 
bodies and adding a Packard 
badge. 

This was the death knell for a 
luxury car, removing the 
uniqueness and prestige of a 
Packard and replaced it with an 
overpriced Studebaker, or a 
“Packard baker.” The ’58 
Packard Hawk was a Studebaker 
Golden Hawk 400 with a facelift 
and a fiberglass front derisively 
called a “catfish” or “vacuum 
cleaner.” Packard had even 
molded a bump for a fake spare 
tire on the trunk lid, imitating the 
competing Imperial cars, and the 
entire vehicle felt like a fake. 
Packard sold only 588 Hawks 
and later that year, Packard 
closed for good. The Packard 
Hawk was a checklist of what not 
to do when you’re designing a 
luxury car. Today, the ’58 
Packard’s are remembered more 
fondly now that Packard is gone, 
and their rarity has made them a 
collector’s item. 

1957 Rambler Cross 
Country 

 

The Rambler was a wonky car 
that earned its place in American 

car history by standing out from 
the crowd in a good way. 
Rambler was a popular make 
produced by the American 
Motors Company but in 1957 the 
new company was still figuring 
out how to market and sell the 
vehicles. In 1954, AMC had been 
formed by the merger of the 
Nash-Kelvinator and Hudson 
Motor Car Company and the 
Ramblers had been rebadged 
interchangeably as Nash and 
Hudson cars and in 1955, the 
Rambler Six was a big hit. The 
affordable but stylish car 
pioneered the compact car in 
America! Drivers loved the new 
size and in 1957, AMC rebadged 
the Ramblers as their own 
marque to capitalize on their 
popularity. The Rambler Six was 
joined by the Rambler Cross 
Country, a four-door hardtop 
station wagon based on the 
previous compact. 

 

The new wagon was remarkably 
small and highly practical, with 
room for five people and a low 
price of $2,715. The Rambler 
Cross Country had done the 
impossible, getting entire 
American families into a small car 
with 1950s flair, big fenders, and 
graceful curves combined with 
practical fuel efficiency (for the 
time) and even a rooftop cargo 
rack! The unlikely combination of 
features was a success, and 
Ramblers carried a generation of 
families on camping trips and 
cross-country tours. 
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1982 Dodge Rampage 

 

The 1982 Dodge Rampage is 
another coupe utility that had a 
bad attitude for an 
underperforming vehicle. The 
two-door coupe utility was built 
on a Unibody subcompact car 
with a tiny cargo bed. Chrysler 
based the Rampage on the light 
L platform designed in response 
to the 1970s energy crisis. 
Unfortunately, what that means is 
that the Dodge Rampage ended 
up looking like a toy rather than a 
real car, but Dodge wanted it to 
be a monster truck! Let’s just say 
that it makes sense that the 
Plymouth clone using the same 
frame and design was called the 
“Scamp” rather than the 
“Rampage.” Perhaps equally 
unsurprising was that the Scamp 
had terrible sales. Still, the 
Rampage didn’t do a lot better. 
When the ’82 model was 
released, it had only a 2.2 L 
inline-4 engine with a pathetic 96 
horsepower! The sluggardly 
performance of the four-speed 
manual transmission was 
exacerbated by the front-wheel 
drive—when you put any cargo in 
the cargo bed the car fishtailed 
horribly. Given that the car was 
technically a utility vehicle made 
that a particularly odd choice. 
Otherwise, it was just a 
subcompact with a big caboose! 
The Rampage was 
representative of the worst 
compromises that went into 
making a coupe utility, unlike 

more successful models of 
Ranchero or El Camino coupes, 
and the Rampage was 
discontinued in 1984 after 
mediocre sales. The effects of 
the energy crisis were fading, 
and real pickup trucks were just 
around the corner. 

2004 Chevrolet Malibu 
Maxx 

 

In 2004, Chevrolet made the 
bizarre decision to take the solid 
if unremarkable Malibu and try 
and market an overloaded 
hatchback as an “extended 
sedan.” Hatchbacks were always 
a tenuous sell—attracting a 
certain type of driver who wanted 
efficiency and economy more 
than style or performance—and 
the Malibu was fighting an uphill 
battle to avoid falling in with the 
hatchback crowd. Not only did 
Chevrolet try and sell the car as a 
“five-door extended sedan” but it 
cranked the price up to $24,725, 
which was quite a sum for (no 
matter what they called it) just a 
particularly large hatchback. 

Price-conscious customers didn’t 
want such an oversized 
hatchback, and style-conscious 
drivers didn’t want a hatchback at 
all! While the car was roomy, with 
good storage capacity, 
acceptable performance, and a 
smooth-driving chassis imported 
from General Motors Opel and 
Saab Epsilon Platform, the car 
had zero sex appeal. They even 
slapped an egregious example of 
early 2000s marketing slang on 

the car, calling it the “Maxx,” but 
it didn’t work. The real question is 
why Chevrolet even bothered 
trying to sell such an awkward 
vehicle. 

1979 AMC Eagle Wagon 

 

Sometimes a strange design can 
work miracles. Once again, AMC 
was back to pioneer a new 
market segment: the very first 
compact four-wheel drive 
passenger vehicle. Now it's 
known as the very first crossover 
SUV. But at the time, AMC 
needed to update its aging 
passenger fleet and made a 
smart move to combine economy 
and fuel efficiency with the 
rugged appeal of the popular 
AMC Jeep. The resulting car was 
designed to be comfortable with 
good handling on the pavement 
and off-road. It wasn’t a full-
fledged recreational vehicle, but 
an added benefit for regular 
drivers. AMC quickly added a 
station wagon marketed to 
families and drivers looking for an 
adventurous vehicle with good 
performance, and the Eagle 
Wagon was an immediate hit 
especially in regions with a lot of 
snow. It was the only four-wheel 
drive passenger vehicle 
available, and it was compact, 
light, and sold for only $7,549. No 
one had imagined that the 
strange combination of four-
wheel drive and a compact car 
would be successful, but sales 
were brisk, and AMC killed the 
underperforming Pacer and 
focused on the Eagle. The 
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problem was AMC based on the 
Eagle on the aging Concord with 
poor ergonomics, a low ceiling, 
and an extra 300 lbs. of 
engineering that the old engine 
struggled to accommodate. Once 
more, AMC’s designers and 
engineers had created an entirely 
new market segment, an 
impressive achievement—and 
their competitors arrived to flood 
the market. The Eagle Wagon 
paved the way for a series of 
rugged station wagons and then 
the first true SUVs and 
crossovers (cars that weren't just 
trucks for off-road enthusiasts, 
but Unibody vehicles sold and 
marketed for families). Today, the 
low body and high wheel wells 
have a weird appearance 
compared to contemporary 
crossovers. But while it might 
look like a jacked up hatchback 
with some woodgrain panels, the 
Eagle Wagon created the 
crossover SUV. 

2000 Chevrolet Monte 
Carlo 

 

The Chevrolet Monte Carlo billed 
itself as a “Super Sports” car 
drawing on Chevrolet’s racing 
legacy…and fell very, very short. 
The two-door coupe had sporty 
lines, but GM made some 
strange decisions when it came 
to the interior and what went 
under the hood. If you 
approached the Monte Carlo SS 
from the side, it looked good—
not great, but good. The sleek 
swaging gave the car a sporty 
appearance accentuated by the 
ducktail spoiler and wheel 
flares—understandable given 

that the design team consulted 
with GM Motorsports. Which 
make you wonder why they didn’t 
consult the racecar designers on 
anything else? From the front, 
the car looked bulbous and 
uninteresting with fat bumpers. 
The interior felt like a rental car, 
with dull plastic knobs and sliders 
and none of the technological 
features or backlighting on 
competing Japanese models. 

For a “sports” car the engine was 
only a supercharged V6, and the 
front-wheel drive means that 
drivers spent more time spinning 
their wheels than roaring down 
the road. Weirdly, the car just 
couldn't take advantage of the full 
horsepower. Overall, the 
excruciatingly mild car feels like a 
holdover from the 1990s. Until 
the 2004-2005 models, the 
Monte Carlo SS was more 
swagger than power. 

2001 Pontiac Aztek 

 

Who can forget the car that killed 
Pontiac? The 2001 Pontiac Aztek 
will go down in history with one of 
the strangest designs in history. 
General Motors was trying to 
jumpstart a design renaissance 
after a decade of dull and 
uninteresting vehicles—
unfortunately, it went a little too 
far with the Aztek. The designers 
were told to be aggressive, and 
they drafted an edgy mid-size 
sports crossover. On paper, 
Pontiac was trying to appeal to 
young new car buyers who 
wanted a fresh vehicle. But 
design drift saw the Aztek laden 
with the frills and features of a 

minivan, including an unfolding 
rear door with indented seats, a 
central console with a removable 
cooler, and even a camping add-
on with an attachable tent and an 
inflatable mattress. Foolishly, the 
features jacked up the price to 
$22,000-$27,000, outside the 
price range of its target 
demographic of young 
consumers.  If the Aztek had the 
style to match the features and 
the price, maybe it wouldn’t have 
mattered. 

But the Aztek had an unbalanced 
profile with a weirdly thin snout 
and stubby rear; large wheel 
wells that made the tires look like 
tiny toys, and plastic cladding 
that made it look cheap, not 
rugged. Pontiac needed a win 
with the Aztek, and they 
predicted sales of 75,000 cars 
per year while they needed to 
produce 30,000 annually to break 
even. But just 27,322 were sold 
in 2001. Drivers took one look at 
the strange amalgam of features 
and design and passed. The 
chairman of GM, Bob Lutz, called 
the Pontiac Aztek an “angry 
kitchen appliance!” GM canned 
the Aztek in 2005, and Pontiac 
was dismantled in 2009. While 
it’s a slight exaggeration, the 
Aztek became known as the car 
that killed Pontiac. 

1971 Mercury Cougar 

 

The 1971 Cougar is a great 
example of the unfortunate 
decisions that can kill a great car. 
When the 1964 Ford Mustang 
first appeared it created a brand 
new type of car: the pony car, 
muscular and stylish but compact 
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and affordable. Mercury was a 
marque that produced upscale 
versions of Ford vehicles at a 
higher price point, and in 1967 
Mercury created a similar pony 
car to complement the Ford 
Mustang with a premium coupe 
with luxury and serious power. 
The handsome Cougars had a 
European flair and plush interior 
that differentiated them from their 
Ford counterparts without 
sacrificing speed and size. But in 
1971, Mercury did everything it 
could to kill a great pony car.  A 
significant redesign witnessed 
the loss of the handsome flair of 
the original make. 

 

Now, the Cougar had looked 
almost identical to the original 
Mustang and struggled from the 
same affliction that a lot of 
Mercury makes had: they felt like 
unnecessary markups of existing 
Fords. The first generation 
Cougars had broken the standard 
mold, but, by 1971, the Cougar 
lost its unique niche and sales fell 
far below the original Cougars. 
Over the 1970s, Mercury 
continued to increase the weight 
and size of the car and it was 
rebranded as a midsize, 
midrange personal luxury coupe 
based on the Thunderbird. It lost 
its style and its pony car status. 
In the end, all that was left was 

some wacky advertising—sexy 
models walking cougars on 
leashes—and that wasn’t enough 
to save the car. 

1980 Cadillac Seville 

 

The 1980 Cadillac Seville was 
just a design disaster on almost 
every level. 1975, Cadillac 
struggled with competing luxury 
imports from Germany, BMW and 
Mercedes-Benz. Studies had 
shown that Cadillac attracted an 
exclusively older crowd, and GM 
decided to design a new sedan to 
attract younger buyers. The 1975 
Cadillac Seville was a brand-new 
car, smaller and more compact 
than ever before with a crisp and 
angular appearance. Still, the 
new buyers were older than GM 
wanted, especially wealthy 
middle-aged women who liked a 
smaller car that was easier to 
park! GM design chief Bill 
Mitchell wanted to experiment 
further rather than stay the 
course and, unfortunately, 
designers created a car that 
appealed to his…unique…tastes. 
What emerged was one of the 
more bizarre designs of the 
1980s, and it certainly didn’t look 
like a new Cadillac—it looked like 
an old Cadillac. A really old 
Cadillac. The four-door sedan 
was hacked in half, and the rear 
replaced with a “London” bustle 
similar to Rolls-Royce or from the 
1930s or 1950s. The tail of an old 
coupe was ill-suited to a huge 
four-door sedan, but Bill Mitchell 
was pleased, and, presumably, 
so were the grandfathers that 

Cadillac now wanted. Not only 
that but the first of the redesigned 
Seville’s had underpowered 5.7 L 
Diesel engines with a trickle of 
only 105 horsepower. 

The engine was a bad match for 
a heavy car like the Seville, and 
the resulting performance issues 
helped to end GM’s brief fling 
with diesel. Adding insult to 
injury, the Seville had thick, pillow 
padding and furnishing that 
spawned a series of kitschy 
imitations. 

1959 Buick Electra 225 

 
Some cars have style. Some cars 
have muscle. Some cars are 
just…bold. The colossal 1959 
Buick Electra 225 was the last, 
best “King of Chrome.” Over 
eighteen feet long, the 225-inch 
“deuce and a quarter” was 4,900 
pounds of premium in-your-face 
American automobile. In 1959, 
Buick was looking to reverse two 
years slump in sales with 
something fresh and bold. They 
radically redesigned the Buick 
lineup with all-new styling, wide 
molding, slanted headlights, and 
“delta” fins along the trunk that 
looked like a rocket ship. The 
Electra 225 was the crown jewel 
of the new lineup with impressive 
trim and luxury features. It came 
as a four-door, four-window 
hardtop, a six-window pillared 
sedan, or a two-door hardtop 
coupe with a convertible model. 
Buick had lavished attention on 
the luxurious aesthetic, but there 
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were a few design elements that 
were just a little out-of-whack. 

The wide fins blocked the driver’s 
line of sight and made parking 
next to impossible, and the bold 
style might have been brand new 
for Buick but just a little too late 
for the interested driver - the 
1960s were just around the 
corner and chrome moldings and 
flashy fins were soon to be a 
thing of the past. The Electra 225 
was a big beauty, but demand 
was lower than expected. In 
1960, Buick retooled the Electra 
and gave it a lower and sleeker 
profile with horizontal headlights. 
The king was dead, long live the 
king! 

2010 Lincoln MKT 

 

These next few cars deserve a 
closer look, starting with the 
Lincoln MKT. We’re the first to 
admit that the 2010 Lincoln MKT 
may seem like an odd choice - it 
had luxurious features, 
surprisingly good handling, great 
horsepower, and passable fuel 
economy. The Lincoln MKT 
made it onto the list for two 
reasons. One, it was the biggest 
and boldest statement of 
Lincoln’s controversial new style, 
and, two, the price. Now, we 
know that the Lincoln MKT was a 
luxury crossover with all the 
features and the cost to match, 
but the true problem with the 
price was the appeal of the 
optional V6 Eco Boost! The 
premier crossover utility vehicle 
sat six or seven in two 
configurations, and the base 

model had an FWD 3.7-liter (225 
cu in) V6 with 268 horsepower. 
But once the MKT arrived on the 
test track, drivers and reviewers 
fell in love with the new twin-
turbocharged V6 Eco Boost AWD 
powertrain, charging along at 355 
horsepower. Eco Boost might be 
more common now, but at the 
time this was Ford’s first new 
model with the Eco Boost, giving 
the car the strength of a V8 and 
the efficiency of a V6. The only 
problem? It added about $5,000 
onto the MKT’s base price, taking 
the pricey crossover from 
$44,295 to $49,995 in 2010. Add 
some of the optional features and 
you have quite an expensive 
vehicle. 

Every reviewer said that the 
additional horses were more than 
worth it, taking the MKT from 
steady as she goes to a real 
racehorse. Without the Eco 
Boost, the heavy MKT felt 
sluggish in comparison and 
reviewers pointed out you could 
grab a Ford Flex SEL edition with 
the same platform and add all the 
luxurious trimmings you wanted 
and still come in $12,000 less! 
But if you were willing to pay the 
price, the MKT with Eco Boost 
boasted smooth driving and 
surprisingly zippy handling. Of 
course, you had to like the style. 

 

While the MKT shared the Flex’s 
D4 platform, the body panels and 
style were completely different 
and truly differentiated the MKT 
from its corporate cousin. Lincoln 
had already introduced a split 

grille and some bold curves on 
the 2007 MKR concept car, but 
the MKT doubled down on 
Lincoln’s new style. Ford was 
right when it said that drivers who 
liked the boxy Flex didn’t always 
connect with the MKT’s soft lines 
– and they also had to embrace a 
boat-like tail (that reminds us of 
the bustle on a Cadillac Seville) 
and the truly enormous waterfall 
grille, like the mouth of a baleen 
whale. Just look at that thing! 

The grille was a callback to the 
1936 Lincoln-Zephyr, and we’re 
not sure if they succeeded in 
evoking a sense of grandiose 
luxury and style, or just grandiose 
size that was out of place on the 
aerodynamic vehicle. 
Aesthetically, the Lincoln MKT 
loved it or leaves it. And if you 
loved it, and paid for the Eco 
Boost, we’re the first to say that 
the Lincoln MKT was a luxurious 
ride with impressive power. 

1992 Buick Skylark 

 

The 1992 Buick Skylark was a 
radical redesign that struggled to 
take flight with consumers. Billed 
as an entry-level luxury vehicle 
but hidden in a compact body 
and a weird design, the Skylark 
did nothing to restore Buick’s 
fortunes during a tough time for 
the company. During the 1990s, 
Buick would suffer along with the 
rest of its GM stablemates as 
reorganization, consolidation, 
and streamlining diluted GM’s 
individual brands. Within Buick, 
the Skylark had already gone 
through a torturous series of 
redesigns and rebranding, and 
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the “Skylark” name had 
disappeared and reappeared 
several times on nearly identical 
models. By 1988, the Skylark 
came in for another landing and 
was slapped on a compact a two-
door coupe and four-door sedan 
that shared GM’s N-body. In 
1990, a Gran Sport package was 
launched for the first time in 
decades, seeking to restore 
some prestige to a flagging 
model. 

In 1991, the boxy style was 
overdue for a change, and the 
1992 Skylark arrived offering 
Custom, Limited, and Gran Sport 
editions. The Gran Sport 
replaced the base 120 
horsepower 2.3 L (140 cu in) 
Quad OHC with a 160 
horsepower 3300 V6. But while 
the mechanicals had received a 
slight boost, the 1992 Skylark 
had a wonky look that didn’t 
catch on. In the end, the Skylark 
fell out of the nest rather than 
taking flight. 

 

In 1990, the Buick Bolero 
concept car was revealed to 
audiences. A soft, slanted hood 
with a smoothly integrated 
waterfall grille was 
complemented by a rounded 
roof, giving the car an incredibly 
aerodynamic appearance. Two 
years later, the redesigned Buick 
Skylark claimed to be the 
successor to the Bolero. The 
problem? The designers had 
decided to add a fat beak to the 
bumper and a sharp point on the 
grille. While the boxy look of the 
80s had finally been replaced 
(and the new body boasted a 
much more efficient drag 

coefficient that did improve fuel 
efficiency), the Skylark looked a 
little too much like a bird. The 
Skylark even drew more attention 
to the pointed bumper with a 
prominent loop of trim that circled 
the car and ran above the rear 
wheel wells. Frankly, it made the 
Skylark look like an overgrown 
bumper car. Unsurprisingly, the 
new style didn’t help the 
Skylark’s sales. Lacking any 
loyalty to the model after years of 
shakeups and changes, and 
fighting against an ongoing 
recession, Buick axed the radical 
new look in 1996 and the Skylark 
itself was discontinued in 1998. 

1958 Edsel Pacer 

 

The fall of Edsel became a 
synonym for corporate disaster. 
You might not have heard of 
Edsel unless you’re a vintage car 
collector because Edsel cars 
were only produced and sold 
from 1957 to 1960. Developed as 
a new marque for Ford, Edsel 
was supposed to be a luxury car 
that could compete with Chrysler 
and GM and pioneer new 
technologies and a stunning new 
style. Ford spent years 
developing and marketing a new 
car but, foolishly, never tested 
the new design with the buying 
public and paid the price. In 
1950, Ford was worried that due 
to their limited selection of Ford, 
Mercury, and Continental 
marques, they were losing 
customers to other companies 
when the time came to trade-up 
to a new model. Ford began work 

on an experimental car or “E-Car” 
that would fit between Ford and 
Mercury, an entry-level full-sized 
premium vehicle. 

 

Ford named the E-Car the 
“Edsel,” the son of Henry Ford, 
and began a massive marketing 
campaign to attract interest in the 
new marque. Ford launched 
thousands of new dealerships, 
purchased pages of teaser ads in 
magazines, and produced the 
“The Edsel Show” on CBS 
starring Bing Cosby, Frank 
Sinatra, Bob Hope, and Louis 
Armstrong. Millions of excited 
Americans poured into Edsel 
dealerships on “E Day” in 1957. 
Sitting on the showroom floor 
were four Edsel’s, the Citations 
and the Corsairs based on 
Mercury models, and the slightly 
smaller Rangers and Pacers 
based on Ford models. 

 

But Ford had oversold the new 
model, and nothing could live up 
to expectations. While the new 
cars pioneered technologies and 
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features still used in cars today, 
in 1957 even the smaller Pacer 
was already too large and 
reminiscent of a previous era, 
while the new technologies were 
considered unnecessary and 
overpriced. Ford hadn’t tested 
the actual appearance and 
features with potential buyers, 
and the advertising had shown 
only blurred images of the radical 
new look. In person, customers 
were turned off by the ungainly 
appearance, such as the Pacer’s 
wraparound indentations and 
vertical grille. It didn’t help that 
Ford claimed that they had built a 
brand-new car, but the Edsel 
shared its mechanicals and 
bodywork with other Ford 
models, making it overpriced 
Mercury rather than a new 
premium car. The few people that 
bought an Edsel were plagued 
with quality control issues and 
incorrect parts. The news spread 
fast: Edsel was doomed. Total 
sales were approximately 
116,000, and while it was the 
second-largest launch for any 
new car brand to date, it was less 
than half Ford’s overblown 
projections. In three years Edsel 
was dead. Ford lost $350 million 
or the equivalent of 
$2,800,000,000 in 2016. Today, 
less than 10,000 Edsel’s survive 
in the hands of vintage car 
enthusiasts, mementos of Ford's 
epic failure. 

 

 

1980 Ford Thunderbird 

 

The 1980 Ford Thunderbird is 
another example of a great 
model suffering from a brief bout 
of design disaster when it was 
downsized and reduced to a 
shriveled remnant of its former 
glory. Unfortunately, Ford had a 
lot of good reasons for thinking 
they could get away with 
downsizing the Thunderbird. 
There was a fuel crisis, an 
ongoing recession, and stricter 
fuel economy standards were just 
around the corner. In fact, Ford 
had already trimmed the 
Thunderbird when they converted 
the car to the LTD II platform and 
repositioned it as primarily a 
personal luxury car in 1977. By 
then, the Thunderbird was the 
last truly large car in the Ford 
fleet, which had been downsized 
over the previous two years. 
Riding on an aging frame, the 
Thunderbird was ready for a new 
edition, and the relative success 
of the first downsizing convinced 
Ford to take an even more 
radical approach. 

In 1979, the LTD II was already 
obsolete, and Ford had 
manufactured new compact 
body, the Ford Fox. The 
Thunderbird was grafted onto the 
Ford Fox and became one of the 
most radically downsized 
vehicles in American automotive 
history. The Thunderbird lost 
another 16 inches and over 900 
pounds of weight, in comparison 
to the 1976 model; it was two feet 
shorter and 1800 pounds of 
muscle. It was a radical new look 

that truly transformed the 
Thunderbird for the first time in 
twenty years. 

 

The anemic new Thunderbird 
was just a wonky Ford Fairmont 
with a different name. It lost the 
angled grille and bumper of the 
previous generation and gained a 
four-door sedan, a weird choice 
for a car that had always been a 
sporty, luxury coupe. (Who did 
Ford think was going to use the 
Thunderbird as a passenger 
car?) The only real advantage 
was the superior handling that 
the Fox platform provided, but it 
couldn’t make up for a stilted 
style and measly performance. 
Design elements from the 
previous edition were carted 
wholesale to the small new body 
resulting in upright appearance 
with an ill-fitting grille and 
headlights. 

The windows were trimmed with 
chrome that made the car look 
more like a sedan and less like a 
coupe. Perhaps worst of all was 
the 255 cu in (4.2 liter) Windsor 
V8, a rushed, underpowered 
engine that barely churned out 
115 horsepower. The 1980 
Thunderbird was a rolling 
disaster and Ford had seriously 
misunderstood the appeal of the 
classic car. The 1980 
Thunderbird would be dragged 
along for three years before it 
underwent another redesign. It 
might seem obvious now, but it 
bears repeating: not every model 
needs to be transformed into a 
compact econobox. 

1996 Ford Taurus 
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The original Ford Taurus was the 
car that saved Ford, an 
innovative design that quickly 
became one of the best-selling 
cars in North America. Inspired 
by the more aerodynamic design 
pioneered by the 1983 
Thunderbird, the 1986 Taurus 
offered new quality assurances, 
advanced features, broad options 
for customization, and excellent 
fuel economy. The Taurus 
became the best-selling car in 
North America. But by 1992, the 
faced stiff competition from the 
Toyota Camry and Honda 
Accord, while its aging design 
was poor compared to influential 
new models coming from 
Chrysler. In 1991, Ford updated 
and replaced the body panels 
and interior, but an 
overabundance of caution meant 
that the resulting lines were very 
similar to the first generation, and 
buyers thought that the new 
design was nothing more than a 
facelift. So In 1996, Ford 
launched a complete redesign. 
The Taurus received a whole 
new look, a new shape, 
automatic transmission, and a 
new interior. Unfortunately, Ford 
had swung too hard the other 
way, and the bold move received 
a mixed reaction at best. 

While the first generation Ford 
Taurus was flat and streamlined, 
the new Taurus was an oval 
shape that earned the nickname 
the “Bubble Taurus” and the 
“Submarine.” The huge rear 
window and shortened trunk 
remind us of the Ford Pinto or 
AMC Pacer, and not in a good 

way, while the bulbous headlights 
and miniature grille give the car 
an almost childish appearance. 
The oval shape was supposed to 
look like the Ford logo, and they 
succeeded a little too well. The 
oval became a global design 
theme for Ford that lasted 
through the 1990s long after it 
had outlived whatever stylistic 
impact it might have had. 

 
The bulbous curves on the new 
Taurus were supposed to attract 
a more mature and affluent set of 
customers, and Ford went to 
great lengths to carefully 
redesign the instrument panel 
and suspension. They even 
tuned every component so that 
the sounds of the doors closing, 
engines running, and buttons 
clicking were pleasing to the ear. 
When the new design was 
unveiled at the 1995 North 
American International Auto 
Show in Detroit, reviewers were 
pleased. But the when the new 
car arrived at the dealerships, 
customers weren’t as impressed 
and passed on the weird oval 
car. Sales slipped, and the 
Taurus barely clung to the title of 
best-selling car in America when 
Ford padded its numbers with 
massive sales to rental fleets. 
Ford even released a low-priced 
“G” model to shore up sales. But 
in 1997, the Toyota Camry 
overtook the Taurus as the most 
popular car in America and in 
1999 Ford replaced the new 
design with a more conservative 
model. 

 

 

1982 Cadillac Cimarron 

 

In 1982, Cadillac was back with a 
second attempt to sell a compact 
car against all odds. After the 
disappointment of the 
understrength, undersized 
Seville, you’d think that Cadillac 
would have been more careful! 
Cadillac still needed a new car 
that was less like a cargo barge 
and more like a speedboat. 
Smaller and more efficient 
imports from the likes of 
Mercedes-Benz continued to cut 
into Cadillac’s market share. 
While Cadillac struggled to 
identify a new design and a new 
name, General Motors had been 
working on a new platform known 
as the “J-Body” and Cadillac, 
desperate to bring a nimbler car 
onto the market, seized on the 
opportunity to cut costs and 
speed up production. Infamously, 
GM’s President Pete Este even 
warned Cadillac General 
Manager Ed Kennard that the 
new frame wasn’t ready for a 
luxury car, saying, “Ed, you don’t 
have time to turn the J-car into a 
Cadillac.” Kennard didn’t listen, 
or, worse, he didn’t care. The 
Cadillac Cimarron was born, a 
strange combination of poor 
engineering and wonky branding. 

When the first Cadillac 
Cimarron’s rolled off the 
production line, they were 
essentially a rebadged Chevrolet 
Cavalier with the price jacked up 
and a few trimmings thrown in. 
The Cavalier was a wheezy 
econobox while the Cimarron 
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was supposed to be a compact 
personal luxury vehicle, but the 
two cars were very similar. Just 
take a look at the two pictures. 
The lines are almost identical and 
there are just cosmetic changes 
to the Cimarron (above) from the 
Cavalier (below). 

 
 

Of course, the car dealership told 
people the real difference 
between the two vehicles. It was 
around $6,000, as the Cimarron 
sold for about $12,000 ($32,000 
in 2016), twice as much as the 
Cavalier. You were paying 
$6,000 for some leather 
trimmings and a brand name. Or 
you would have been paying for 
a brand name, but, technically, 
you weren’t even getting a 
Cadillac. At the last minute, 
perhaps sensing that the 
Cimarron was an upcoming 
disaster, GM labeled the new car 
the “Cimarron by Cadillac.” It was 
a strange, and futile, attempt to 
insulate the brand from a dud. 
Everyone called the car the 
Cadillac Cimarron, and everyone 
knew whom to blame when it 
failed to catch on. 

 

No matter what you called it, the 
Cimarron just didn’t belong in the 
Cadillac lineup. In 1982, sales fell 
just short of 26,000 units, about a 
third of what Cadillac had hoped. 
By 1988, the Cimarron sold just 
6,454 vehicles. Cadillac had 
rushed a wonky compact car into 
production and paid the price. 

1971 Chevrolet Vega 

 

Our readers have reminded us 
that we’ve missed a crucial car—
the Chevrolet Vega. Kissing 
cousins with the Ford Pinto, the 
Vega lacked the explosive legacy 
of the Pinto but were plagued 
with a series of disastrous 
recalls. At first, the Vega seemed 
like a promising vehicle that 
could compete with a wave of 
imported compacts from Japan 
and Germany. The Vega had 
sleeker lines than the Pinto, with 
decent fuel economy and good 
handling. Initial sales were brisk, 
and soon hundreds of thousands 
were in the hands of drivers. That 
was when the first problems 
began to appear, compounded 
by the fact that the fraction of real 
lemons was magnified by the 
sheer volume of vehicles on the 
road! 

It turned out that the Vega had a 
series of development and 
production issues. GM rushed 
the vehicle into production after 
just two years and their desire to 
keep the price as low as possible 
compromised quality and safety. 
The inline four-cylinder engine 
was made out of lightweight 
aluminum but the remaining 
components, such as the single 
camshaft, was aging and 

produced only 75 horsepower. 
The new alloy became notorious 
for buckling and leaking, and the 
engine was soon subject to 
recalls. 

 

Engine troubles were 
compounded by further faults that 
required an angry drive to the 
dealer. By 1972, there had been 
three mass recalls fixing 
defective axles, throttles, and a 
risk for fires. The repeated recalls 
led to a serious image problem, 
and it didn't help that the Vegas 
had a tendency to rust early and 
quickly. Even after a revamped 
engine and an ongoing 
development program at GM, the 
Chevy Vega bit the bullet in 
1977. Today, there are only a 
rare handful of V8 and limited 
edition Cosworth models left, a 
disappointing finish for a 
promising car. 

1976 Dodge Aspen 
(Plymouth Volare) 

 

The Plymouth Volare and Dodge 
Aspen, its identical twin, were 
brought to our attention by a few 
informed readers. Let’s just say 
they were right to peg this vehicle 
as a wonky car, as the Dodge 
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Aspen went from the Motor Trend 
Car of the Year to one of the 
most recalled vehicles in history. 
Chrysler had been struggling to 
replace their solid but aging A-
Body (the basis for the Dodge 
Dart and the Plymouth Valiant) 
with a more sophisticated and 
attractive vehicle for years. 
Arguably, the A-Body could have 
served for several more years 
until the K-Car arrived to save the 
company in 1981. Instead, 
Dodge and Plymouth suffered 
through five years with the 
Aspen. 

The car had promise, with a 
crisp, practical appearance (later 
models added some decorative 
bloat) and a comfortable size. 
The slant-six engine was durable 
and provided adequate 
performance and a quiet ride. 
Buyers could choose a 4-door 
sedan, 2-door coupe, and a 
station wagon for the first time 
since 1966. But the Aspen/Volare 
had serious mechanical issues 
that compromised a promising 
design. 

 

The Aspen/Volare suffered from 
a series of five mandatory recalls 
for a stunning breadth of 
mechanical problems, including 
the suspension, ignition, fuel 
system, brakes, steering system, 
and body. It soon became 
apparent that the cars had a 
tendency to rust, and quickly. A 
rusty Aspen or Volare was not 
the image that Chrysler wanted. 
By the end of 1977, the car had 
been recalled eight times. Even 
the seat-belt retractors needed a 

fix! Chrysler struggled to appease 
angry customers with free fixes, 
but it was too late to save the 
reputation of a brand-new 
vehicle. The automaker was 
already in financial trouble, and 
the company barely avoided 
bankruptcy in 1979 after the new 
CEO, Lee Iacocca, secured 
massive federal loan guarantees. 
In 1981 and 1982, Chrysler 
replaced the Aspen and the 
Volare with new models based 
on the K-Body. 

1953 Hudson Jet 

 

The crippling cost of developing 
and marketing the Hudson Jet 
was the final nail in the coffin for 
the small automaker. While the 
Jet was hardly a terrible vehicle, 
it was not a great one either, and 
the oversized and overpriced 
sedan was an ignoble end for the 
Hudson Motor Car Company. 
Hudson had once been one of 
the largest automakers in 
America, but by 1951 the 
company was struggling to 
compete with the Big Three. 
Saddled with an aging stable of 
luxurious full-sized cars when the 
market was shifting towards 
smaller and more practical 
vehicles, Hudson knew it needed 
a bold new model to recapture 
the public interest and put drivers 
in the seat. Unfortunately, money 
was tight, and Hudson didn’t 
have the financial leeway to take 
a lot of chances or develop a new 
full-sized vehicle that would 
appeal to their current owners. 

Instead, they pinned their hopes 
on a new “compact” inspired by 
the Nash Rambler. 

The Hudson Jet was a decent 
car, roomy, comfortable, 
excellent performance and fuel 
economy for the time, and solid 
construction. Unfortunately, while 
the car was reasonably well 
received, it was priced higher 
than the equivalent full-sized cars 
from Chevrolet, Ford, and 
Plymouth. Additionally, the Jet 
was only available as a sedan, as 
Hudson didn’t have the time or 
money to produce any other 
styles. Hudson positioned the Jet 
to go head-to-head with the Nash 
Rambler, but customers were 
unimpressed and sales were 
slight. 

 

The Jet could have been a more 
compelling car, but Hudson 
President A.E. Barrit required a 
tall “greenhouse” roof and 
window line that gave the car a 
boxy look rather than the sleeker 
and more proportional design 
favored by the design team. 

The car was dated upon its 
arrival and failed to ignite the 
sales necessary to rescue 
Hudson from ruin. Barrit might 
have been kicking himself when 
Hudson was acquired by their 
competitor Nash-Kelvinator in 
1954. The acquisition created 
American Motors Company 
(AMC), giving us the Gremlin and 
the Pacer, and in 1957 Hudson 
was officially discontinued and 
shuttered for good. 
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Missing your favorite weird or 
wonky auto? Let us know in the 
comments. Thanks to our 
readers we've found more 
amazing American cars. Think 
these cars were weird; wait until 
you see these zany cars from 
France! 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

 WHAT MAKES JEFF 
LUTZ’S CAR SO FAST?              

Story & Photos by Michael Galimi 
(hotrod.com) 

 

The undisputed street-car 
champion of the world is Jeff 
Lutz, driving his 1969 Camaro, 
nicknamed “Mad Max,” to the 
overall victory during Hot Rod’s 
Drag Week, presented by Gear 
Vendors. He took the unlimited 

class win with a record average 
of 6.1918 and currently holds the 
quickest time slip ever for a 
street-legal vehicle: 5.852 at 
250.27 mph. The powerplant 
employed to achieve those 
exceptional performances is 
“nothing special,” as he puts it 
mildly. It is a combination of 
experience and a great-working 
chassis that have helped Lutz 
climb to the pinnacle of street-car 
drag racing. 

 

For those unaware, Drag Week is 
a grueling torture test that 
requires competitors to drive their 
cars 1,000 miles over a five-day 
period, going track-to-track with 
nothing more than the tools and 
parts they can carry in the car or 
in/on a spec trailer. Lutz is no 
stranger to chasing the unlimited 
title, as he has done so with three 
different cars, scoring the class 
win in 2014 with “Evil Twin,” a 
lightweight 1957 Chevy. Lutz 
captured the 2015 Drag 
Weekend title, which is a three-
day version of Drag Week, while 
behind the wheel of Mad Max. 

Mad Max, affectionately named 
after his beloved Great Dane 
Max, was a Pro Mod race car he 
drove to a NMCA Pro Modified 
championship in 2013. A year 
later, it shed its class 
designation, was painted matte 
black, and converted to street 
duty (electrical charging system, 
Optic Armor windows, cooling 
system, and so on). The duality 

of being a street car capable of 5-
second elapsed times has forced 
Lutz to make some concessions. 
Converting the car from one trim 
to the next is a lengthy process, 
and Lutz has learned valuable 
engine modifications for the 540ci 
big-block to survive the onslaught 
of power and road miles. The car 
tips the scales at 2,650 pounds in 
race trim with driver. 

 

In addition to his antics at Drag 
Week and in Pro Mod and no-
prep, big-tire competitions, Lutz 
is also one of the major players in 
the eighth season of Discovery 
Channel’s Street Outlaws 
television show. He is quickly 
racing up the 405’s “List,” 
crushing the show regulars one 
at a time. According to Lutz, he 
pulls a significant amount of 
timing out of the engine to get it 
to work properly on the 
Oklahoma streets. 

The Pennsylvania chassis 
builder’s story doesn’t end with 
the unlimited category or Street 
Outlaws show appearances. The 
2017 season will be interesting 
because the next challenge for 
the storied door-slammer driver is 
to tackle Radial vs. The World, 
teaming up with Hoosier Racing 
Tires to develop its new DR2 
315/60R15 DOT radials. Given 
Lutz’s success in whatever 
discipline of door-slammer drag 
racing he has taken up, there is 
no doubt he will find a way to top 
the radial racing world as well. 

http://driverweekly.com/best-in-class/road-vehicles/more-weird-and-wonky-american-cars.html
http://driverweekly.com/best-in-class/road-vehicles/weird-and-wonky-french-cars.html?utm_source=driverweekly_american
http://driverweekly.com/best-in-class/road-vehicles/weird-and-wonky-french-cars.html?utm_source=driverweekly_american
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Short-Block 

Lutz starts with the now-defunct 
Trick Flow/Sonny’s aluminum 
engine block, which comes with a 
10.2-inch deck height and a 
standard 4.84-inch bore space. A 
Scat billet steel crankshaft 
swings a set of eight GRP 
aluminum rods and custom-
forged Ross pistons. Lutz was 
adamant about keeping the 
compression ratio a secret. A 
two-piece Moroso oil pan keeps 
the engine well lubricated with 
Royal Purple synthetic oil. 
Contrary to rumors, the engine 
displacement is just 540 ci—
credits a couple of turbochargers 
for compensating for the smallish 
displacement when compared to 
other 5-second machines. 

Cylinder 
Heads/Camshaft/Valve train 

Topping the street engine is a 
pair of Profiler 12-degree Hitman 
cylinder heads. The spread-port-
style heads are available in a 
number of configurations, but 
Lutz keeps them simple with 
Inconel valves and titanium 
hardware. The valve train was 
designed on Lutz’s extensive 
experience on what it takes to go 
in the 5s but also withstand more 
than 1,000 street miles. The 
camshaft is custom and was 
ground by Crower with 
undisclosed specs. A set of Jesel 
1-inch lifters actuates T&D shaft 
rocker arms through a set of thick 
Trend pushrods. Lutz said the 
valve train setup is specific for 
Drag Week and refused to 
disclose what makes it survive. 

Induction 

Lutz fabricated the turbo system 
using Stainless Works piping and 
Race Parts Solutions V-band 

clamps. The pair of Precision Pro 
Mod Gen 2 88mm turbochargers 
hang off the custom headers that 
he built at his shop. The 
turbochargers breathe into a 5-
inch-diameter Marcella throttle-
body, which feeds a Hogan’s 
sheet metal intake manifold. 

Fuel System/Engine 
Management 

Supplying methanol for a 
3,500hp engine is no small feat, 
and it all begins with an 
Aeromotive mechanical pump 
that is driven off the crankshaft. 
The pump feeds 16 Precision 
Turbo and Engine fuel injectors—
eight are 550 lb-hr. and the 
others check in at 220 lb-hr. Lutz 
manages the fuel and timing via 
a BigStuff3 engine-management 
system and MSD Grid ignition 
system. It affords him the ability 
to easily swap engine calibrations 
for street use, track action, or 
even street-race tune-ups when 
he runs the car during Street 
Outlaws filming. Lutz relies on 
93-octane pump gas for the 
street portion of Drag Week. An 
MSD magneto provides an 
unrelenting source of spark 
energy to light off the methanol 
and compressed air mixture. 
Keeping it all charged up is the 
job of a Mechman Competition 
alternator and an XS Power 
lightweight battery. 

Drivetrain 

Harnessing that kind of 
horsepower requires the highest 
level of automatic transmission, 
and a Rossler TH400 (2.10:1 
First-gear ratio) with a Gear 
Vendors overdrive back the twin-
turbocharged powerplant. Sitting 
between the transmission and 
the engine is a Pro Torque EV1 
torque converter that allows Lutz 

to spool easily on the starting line 
but also have minimal converter 
slippage on the top end. Lutz 
credits Boninfante with supplying 
the SFI-certified aluminum 
bellhousing for his Rossler 
transmission. 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

 1964 FORD MUSTANG 
CLASSIC REVIEW              

Story & Photos by Cedric (Driver Weekly) 

When most people think of a 
classic car, they picture the Ford 
Mustang. The brand-new vehicle 
was pioneered in the 1964 model 
year, making the ’64 Mustang the 
first version of the pony car you 
can get your hands on. The 
Mustang was officially introduced 
on April 17, 1964, and 
enthusiasts call them the 
“1964½” model for their early 
introduction. 

Design and Reception 

 

The Ford Mustang was an 
original design that used the 
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chassis, drivetrain, and 
suspension from compact Falcon 
instead of starting from scratch 
as a way to keep the production 
costs low. Instead of sticking to 
the same design as this compact 
model, however, it got a backseat 
and plenty of options to 
customize the vehicle. The 
underpinnings earned it a spot in 
the compact car category, while 
the style was sporty and bold. 
This kept the car affordable for 
excited drivers. The new look 
was popular, and the Mustang 
sold a whopping 22,000 models 
on the first day. By the end of the 
first two years, there were 1 
million sales. Because of this, 
most auto enthusiasts say that 
the 1964 Mustang was the 
vehicle that truly created the 
pony car class, the only muscle 
car class you can still find today. 
This means that there is always a 
strong demand for the Ford 
Mustang, particularly classic 
versions of it from the first model 
year. 

Debut 

 

When the Ford Mustang debuted 
in 1964, it wore the 1965 model 
year designation. It was a sports 
car with a 170 cubic inch 6-
cylinder engine plus one of two 
V8 engines. Right from the start, 
drivers across the country loved 
the short trunk styling, long hood, 
options, and accessible price. In 
the beginning, the Mustang was 
available as a four-person 

convertible or hardtop coupe. On 
the original 1964 Ford Mustang, 
drivers got plenty of standard 
features. Some of these include a 
padded dashboard, a light in the 
glove box, and front seatbelts in 
black. 

 

Updates 

 

 
 
You may see some Ford 
Mustang models referred to as 
1964½. This is because the 
Mustang hit the market after most 
models in the 1964 model year 
but well before 1965 models. 
During the 1965 model year, 
Ford added updated options 
known as “late 65s,” including a 
fastback body style with a sporty 
theme and 2+2 seating 
arrangement. That same year, 
the new 289-cid, 270-bhp V8 
engine known as the “K-code” 
debuted. This particular engine is 
a driver’s favorite due to its 
excellent performance. The list of 
midyear updates continued as 
Ford saw a great opportunity to 
ensure the Mustang appealed to 
all drivers. There was also the 
Ford Mustang fastback known as 
the Shelby GT-350, which was 

collaboration between Ford and 
Shelby. This version had a 289-
cid V8 engine with 306 bhp. 
These models were ready for the 
racetrack, lacked a backseat, and 
always had a white exterior, but 
they were still popular. 

Test Drive 

Supercar Classics took an 
original 1964½ Mustang for a test 
ride. Take a tour of the beautiful 
interior, long lines, and engine. 
Listen to that rumble! It's no 
wonder that the Mustang earned 
an important place in American 
automotive history. As a result, 
the ‘64 Ford Mustang is a popular 
vehicle for classic car collectors. 
There are multiple versions found 
on the market today, and if you 
aren’t picky about which one you 
buy, you will have plenty of 
options. Finding an original ’64 
Mustang is rediscovering an 
American icon—driving a ’64 
Mustang is experiencing a 
moment of automotive magic. 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

 THIS TRIPLE BLACK 
1967 CHEVELLE SS396 

WAS RESCUED FROM A 
FILED AND HIDDEN 

SINCE 1981                    
Story & Photos by Patrick Nichols 

(hotrod.com) 

 

Derrick Nichols and Curtis 
Nichols of Clarksville, Tennessee 
are brothers and avid Chevelle 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SuperCarClassics
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enthusiasts. In early 1991, 
Derrick Nichols worked as a 
pipefitter alongside a notorious 
vintage car hoarder. “To my 
knowledge, this guy had never 
sold anyone a car from his 
collection,” Derrick says. One day 
after work, Derrick was invited to 
survey the 10-plus acres of 
vintage cars parked in fields just 
outside of Waverly, Tennessee. 

 “Once we entered the last field, I 
noticed a roofline that resembled 
a 1966-1967 Chevelle barely 
sticking out from the tall weeds. 
We drove over next to the car 
and I was in total disbelief,” 
Derrick explains. “There sat a 
beautiful triple-black 1967 
Chevelle SS396 that looked like it 
recently had been driven out 
there and parked. I’m slightly 
partial to the 1966, and I had just 
recently made the purchase of a 
1966 Chevelle SS396 L78, so I 
immediately thought of Curtis,” 
Derrick says. After making a 
quick call to Curtis and explaining 
the details of the car, the brothers 
put together a very simple plan of 
persistence. By the end of 1991, 
Curtis Nichols was the new 
owner. 

“This car hadn’t been licensed or 
driven since 1981 and was 
undoubtedly a new addition to 
the vintage-car graveyard back in 
1991. We truly saved this car’s 
life by rescuing it all those years 
ago,” Curtis tells us. “It absolutely 
would still be in the same spot 
and rusted away to nothing.” 

As to its current condition, Curtis 
states, “This car is exactly the 
way it was removed from the field 
in 1991 with the exception of the 
original engine, which I removed 
to check the condition of the 
bottom end. The patina has been 
left undisturbed for 25 years. 

There isn’t a panel on this car in 
need of total replacement. The 
entire body on this Chevelle is in 
very good condition with very 
little rust. This car also still 
retains its original engine and 
driveline and most of the correct 
dated components such as 
alternator, starter, distributor 
etc.… You would be hard 
pressed to find a better candidate 
for a restoration, and impossible 
to find a cooler color combo.” 

The Chevelle was assembled the 
third week of January 1967 at the 
Atlanta, Georgia assembly plant 
featuring a Tuxedo black exterior, 
black vinyl bucket-seat interior, a 
black vinyl top, and F70-14 red 
stripe tires. 

“It was sold new from Vic Jenkins 
Chevrolet in Gallatin, Tennessee 
and remained there its entire life,” 
Curtis confirms. 

 

It also features the RPO (Regular 
Production Option) L35 SS396 
325hp engine backed by the 
unusual base RPO M13 three-
speed fully synchronized manual 
transmission with the standard 
12-bolt rear axle and 3.31:1 
gears. Other options included the 
addition of an RPO D55 Center 
Console, RPO N40 Power 
Steering, RPO U73 Rear 
Antenna, and RPO N96 
Simulated Mag Style Wheel 
Covers. 

An interesting feature on this car 
is the existence of the RPO M13 
three-speed manual 
transmission. The Atlanta, 
Georgia assembly plant was 
known to leave the cowl tag 
absent a transmission code on 
line 4 of the cowl tag when the 
base transmission was used. 
This car is absent a transmission 
code on the cowl tag which 
further solidifies that theory to be 
true. The M13 three-speed 
manual transmission was the 
base transmission and was rarely 
used behind the SS396 engine. 
Most 1967 Chevelle SS396s 
equipped with manual 
transmission were typically 
assembled with the Muncie RPO 
M20 four-speed upgrade, thus 
making it unusual and a great 
conversation piece today. 

1967 Chevelle SS396 RPO L35 
equipped muscle cars featured a 
two-bolt main engine block with 
4.094-inch bores, a 3.76-inch 
stroke crankshaft, 10.25:1 
compression ratio, hydraulic flat-
tappet camshaft, high-rise cast 
iron intake manifold, and a 
Rochester Quadrajet carburetor. 
The RPO L35 SS396 was the 
base engine for the SS396 body 
style, but it was still considered a 
performance oriented machine. 

Transmissions available behind 
the RPO L35 SS396 engine were 
the RPO M13 three-speed 
manual, M20 wide ratio four-
speed manual, M21 close ratio 
four-speed manual, M35 two-
speed Powerglide automatic, and 
M40 Turbo Hydra-Matic 400 
automatic (SS396 only). A heavy-
duty 12-bolt rear axle was 
standard equipment for RPO L35 
SS396 with a 3.31:1 gear ratio 
and a manual transmission and a 
3.07:1 gear ratio for the 
automatic equipped cars. Other 
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gear sets were available on the 
option list and also through the 
dealer. 

 

Today, the car is in excellent 
hands with Curtis Nichols and is 
kept in his climate controlled 
garage. As to his current plans 
for the car, Curtis says, “I want to 
get the original engine running 
and enjoy it awhile as a running 
barn find. This car not only 
survived absolute certain doom in 
a field left to deteriorate, but it 
also survived my three changes 
of address, the births of all three 
of my daughters, and every other 
selling temptation in between. I 
want to take my girls for a ride in 
this car someday and just have 
some fun. If I ever decided to part 
with the car, my brother Derrick 
would get first opportunity. 
Without his help I wouldn’t own 
this super cool Chevelle.” 

 

 

 

AROUND MILL HILL 
Story & Photos by JVSM Evaluation Team 

 

 
 
Around Mill Hill is going to be a 
monthly evaluation of area 
businesses. If you are a paid 
member of the JVSM and would 
like to take part in this program, 
please let me know 
skovy@donwilhelm.com and I will 
add your name to the list. 
 

(MOVIE) 

 
This month, Skovy along with 
members of the James Valley 
Street Machines went to the 
Bison 6 Cinema in Jamestown 
ND and reviewed the movie 
“Arrival 
 

 
 
A spacecraft traveling to a distant 
colony planet and transporting 
thousands of people has a 

malfunction in its sleep 
chambers. As a result, two 
passengers are awakened 90 
years early. 
 
Evaluations from members were: 
 
“Very Good. Love the Special 
Effects!” 
 
“The movie makers spent less 
money on actors and more 
money on Special Effects. I feel 
they could’ve had more 
awakenings for more of a 
storyline.” 
 
“Glad it was over. Wake me up.” 
 
“This was the second time I saw 
the movie. Heck, I’d see it again.” 
 

(DINNER) 
 

THE FORT BAR & GRILL 
 

 

 

2.5 STARS OUT OF 4! 

This article is not written to slam 
any businesses, but it is written 
to make the public aware of 
services the Jamestown area 
residences are experiencing at 
local eateries. 
 
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5 
rating.  A number 5 is the best 
rating and a 0 rating is area 

mailto:skovy@donwilhelm.com
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needing work.  There is a total of 
1260 points to be scored. 70 
points per line and there are 16 
fields that are evaluated. Again, 
these evaluations are not for the 
intention for getting anybody fired 
or to slam a business. It is a fact 
finding mission. 

 
Appetizers were the Chicken 
Wings, Mozzarella Bites, and 
Onion Wings. The main Course 
was Steak & Shrimp, Prime Rib, 
and Barbeque Ribs. There was 
no desert. 

MEET & GREET: 
1. Convey the feeling that you 

were a valued customer: 
51 Points 72.86% 

2. Seat you and deliver menus in 
a courteous manner: 

47 Points 67.14% 
3. Was the staff properly attired? 

50 Points 71.43% 
 
SERVER: 

1. Suggest a beverage or 
specialty drink: 

39 Points 55.71% 
2. Appear to be knowledgeable 

about the menu items: 
56 Points 80.00% 

3. Remain attentive throughout 
the dining experience: 

53 Points 75.71% 
4. Mention/Offer Appetizer? 

Options: 
38 Points 54.29% 

 
APPETIZER: 

1. Serve the soup or salad within 
a reasonable time: 

52 Points 74.29% 
2. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 
prepared? 

64 Points 91.43% 
 

ENTRÉE: 
1. Were appropriate condiments 

served? 
63 Points 90.00% 

2. Check back to ensure that your 
meal was satisfactory: 

49 Points 70.00% 
3. Offer refills on beverage/drinks: 

52 Points 74.29% 
4. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 
prepared? 

63 Points 90.00% 
 

GENERAL: 
1. Did they appear to be busy and 

efficient in their work? 
62 Points 88.57% 

2. Were the tables properly 
bussed? 

54 Points 77.14% 
3. Did the bartenders appear neat 

and professional in their 
appearance? 

54 Points 77.14% 
4. Did the overall dining 

experience meet or exceed 
your expectations: 

57 Points 81.43% 
5. Were there enough employees 

to take care of guests? 
43 Points 61.43% 

 

TOTAL POINTS: 
947 points 75.16% 

 
Wintertime in North Dakota does 
a little hamper on how a business 
can keep on top of all the points 
to bring this experience to a 4 
star dinner. 

Food was fantastic, but there was 
a big gap between the time we 
received our appetizers to 
receiving the meal. Our server 
was right on keeping our drinks 
full but there was a sewer issue 
that needed to be addressed in 
the lower section of the 
restaurant. 

The Fort is has a GREAT menu 
and the food was wonderful. Jen, 
our server was keeping it all 
together and we all appreciate 
her efforts. 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

 BARN FIND.               
RARE 1970 CAMARO                    

Story & Photos by Nick Licata (hotrod.com) 

 

Sitting since 1977, this 
1970 Camaro will soon 

once again be ready to hit 
the road 

No doubt, most of us dream 
about that elusive barn find in 
hopes that dumb luck will lead us 
to a super cool piece of vintage 
automotive treasure. Well, the 
lucky stars didn’t so much align 
for Dean Smarr as he just kept 
his eyes peeled for the right car 
to come his way. A longtime 
second-gen Camaro fan, Dean 
caught wind of a 1970 Z28 that 
was rumored to have been 
purchased brand new in 1970 
then put away for safe keeping in 
1977.  

Turns out it was more than just a 
rumor. The car actually existed 
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and was in Milton, West Virginia. 
Turns out the original owner had 
parked the car in his barn back in 
1977, as he wanted to keep it in 
good condition until he retired so 
he could enjoy driving it 
throughout his golden years. 
Unfortunately, in 2010, shortly 
after retirement he passed away 
and the car never made an 
encore performance. It wasn’t 
until 2014 that his wife decided to 
clean the car a bit and put it up 
for sale. 

 

 

 

“There were quite a few people 
interested in the car before me,” 
Dean tells. “But they had all 
thought the engine was locked up 
so they passed on it. Locked up 
or not, I bought the car anyway 
and took it home with the help of 
my friends Don and Jimmy. 
Turns out that only the smog 

pump was locked up—not the 
engine. We put a battery in it, 
poured in some gas, and the car 
started right up.”  

The glovebox was stuffed with 
original paperwork, including the 
owner’s manual, Protect-O-Plate, 
bank statements, order form, 
original title, appraisal sheet, pre-
delivery check sheet, etc. 

Dean did some research and 
found out the car is one of 8,333 
Z28s built for 1970. The nicely 
preserved Camaro came with a 
350 LT-1, four-speed Trans, 
power brakes, and no power 
steering. With 82,000 miles on 
the ticker, the owner was all 
about driving the car as that 
equates to about 11,700 miles a 
year. And the fact that he ordered 
the ride with a manual 
transmission and no power 
steering tells us he was a true 
man’s man, or he wanted to 
make sure his wife stayed out of 
the driver’s seat. 

 

 

The paperwork indicated the car 
was purchased from Rex 
McCormick Chevrolet in Kenova, 
West Virginia, on July 1, 1970, 

and the car has never left the 
state. The surprising thing to 
Dean is that the AM radio, lights, 
and all the gauges are still in 
excellent working order. 

Dean’s immediate plans are to go 
through the car and replace all 
the belts and hoses and brakes 
so he can get it roadworthy. “I’ve 
always wanted an original, early 
second-gen Camaro that I can 
drive regularly,” Dean tells. “I also 
want to take this cool survivor to 
some car shows so other 
enthusiasts can appreciate it as 
well.” 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

 ACCIDENTS                    
Story & Photos by (favcars.net) 

 

Accident. It is at least unpleasant. 
Let’s understand what factors 
can provoke accidents? 

– Carelessness. Unfortunately, 
this human trait in many cases is 
inexcusable both for the driver 
and for the pedestrian. A moment 
can turn a situation outcome. Any 
oversight leads to disaster. 

– Experience. The driver’s 
experience allows to feel more 
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comfortable on the road. Ease in 
steering, quick reaction in 
emergency situations. These are 
the skills received over time. The 
lack of experience in turn 
demands the increased 
concentration on the road. 

– Fatigue. Fatigue directly 
influences the concentration of 
the driver on the road. It is 
sometimes physically difficult to 
overcome sleep. Especially 
dangerous time is considered 
from 11pm to 7am for the driver. 

– Speed. The car speed 
increased from 70 to 100 km/h 
increases risk of emergence of 
road accident twice. It is more 
difficult to operate the vehicle at a 
high speed and the reaction of 
the driver to the events has to be 
really quick. The higher the 
speed is the more serious are the 
consequences. However 
reduction of speed influences the 
number of accidents also 
negatively, as well as increase. 
Not for nothing in many countries 
there is a speed limit. The lower 
limit is about 15-20 km/h in city 
conditions. 

– Aggression. Irascibility, 
ignorance, rages create a critical 
unsafe situation on the road. The 
aggressive, selfish or impudent 
behavior provokes road 
incidents. 

– Weather. The rain, snow, dirt 
and other gifts of the nature 
complicate the movement of cars 
on roads. Quite often they are 
responsible for troubles on roads. 
To behave twice more carefully 
under bad weather conditions is 
a vital need of the driver. The 
best option is to refuse a trip. 

 

 

 

 

Fortunately, sometimes accident 
is not only a grief (at least, NOT 
ONLY), but also laughter for all 
people around as they are so 
ridiculous that it becomes a hit! 
Below we assembled a selection 
of the most ridiculous accidents 
for you. 
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CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

 THE 1970 PONTIAC 
TRANS AM WAS THE 

PERFECT BALANCE OF 
PROPORTION & POWER                    

Story & Photos by Barry Kluczyk (hotrod.com) 

 

 

Proportion is everything in 
automotive design, and GM’s 
second-generation F-bodies had 
it down like Julie Newmar’s 
curve-hugging Cat woman 
costume. Free from the design 
constraints that came with styling 
the first Firebird and Camaro 
models on an existing 
architecture, the second-gen cars 
would have a body structure 
shared with no other vehicles. 
GM Design chief Bill Mitchell’s 
affinity for European touring cars 
drove the overall design theme, 
with the F-body proportions 
radically reimagined, pushing the 
passenger compartment farther 
back on the chassis. The result 
was a longer nose and fast-
sloping rear profile, though 
surprisingly, the basic exterior 
dimensions weren’t all that 
different from the 1969 models. 

The first- and second-generation 
cars shared a 108-inch 
wheelbase, and while the 
second-gen cars were noticeably 
lower, they were only fractionally 
wider. That longer, lower look 
was also reinforced with 
lonnnggg doors and the 
elimination of the rear quarter-

windows. Those doors made it 
difficult to squeeze out of the car 
in garages and parking decks, 
but such was the price of 
proportion perfection. 

While the second-generation’s F-
bodies’ future was ensured with 
the redesign, the Pontiac Trans 
Am’s was not. Plans for the 
second-gen were well underway 
when the comparatively paltry 
697 Trans Am models were built 
for 1969. The car was intended 
as a homologation special for the 
popular SCCA racing series, just 
like the Boss 302 and corporate 
cousin Camaro Z/28. 
Unfortunately Pontiac’s Trans-
Am racing engine program was 
never fully realized, so the 
production model had no ties 
whatsoever to its namesake 
racing series.  

With such a low production run 
and no competition link, it’s no 
wonder Pontiac’s product 
planners didn’t see the marketing 
benefit in carrying over the model 
into the second generation. But 
they did, and the unique design 
cues were overseen by designer 
Bill Porter. He was there as 
specific features, such as the 
front fender vents, front spoiler, 
and fender spats, were drawn up, 
along with the functional shaker 
scoop pushing through the hood. 

Porter was actually dead-set 
against the shaker scoop. An 
early version appeared on a first-
gen performance concept 
featuring Pontiac’s OHC-6 
engine, and the design was 
refined for the V-8 application, 
but Porter resisted. He thought it 
disturbed the flow of the long, 
sleek front end and suggested it 
wouldn’t really deliver a 
performance advantage. A pair of 
air scoops like nostrils at the 
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forward edge of the hood, he 
argued, would be more 
aesthetically pleasing and 
effective for engine performance. 
Mitchell ultimately overruled 
Porter on the shaker scoop, but 
the consolation prize was that his 
twin-scoop idea was picked up 
for the budget-performance 
Formula model. 

Interestingly, Porter also 
reportedly suggested using a 
large Firebird hood graphic to 
wrap around the shaker scoop he 
found so obtrusive in an effort to 
integrate it better in the car’s 
overall design—or at least take 
the emphasis off it. Mitchell nixed 
that idea too, but a smaller 
version of the car’s updated logo 
was used on the nose, heading 
up a stripe that ran up and over 
the body, culminating on the 
trunk. Porter moved on from the 
Pontiac studio a couple years 
later, but his idea for the large 
hood bird motif was picked up by 
his successor, John Schinella. 

Despite his setbacks with the 
hood bird and shaker scoop, 
Porter was nonetheless rightfully 
proud of the second-generation’s 
design, calling it his favorite 
Pontiac in later interviews. Its 
proportions, he said, were spot-
on. 

Ram Air Swan Song 

One of the carryovers from the 
1969 model year was the 
standard L74-code 400ci Ram Air 
III engine, which was rated at 345 
hp (gross). It was offered with the 
wide-ratio Muncie M20 four-
speed manual, the close-ratio 
M21 four-speed manual, or the 
Turbo 400 three-speed 
automatic. The 370hp Ram Air IV 
was optional; and with either 
engine, torque was funneled to 

the ubiquitous and sturdy, Safe-
T-Track-equipped 12-bolt rear 
axle. It would be the only year the 
12-bolt was available in a 
second-gen Trans Am. 

 

It was also the only year the Ram 
Air III and IV engines would be 
offered in the second-gen cars, 
as the regulatory changes facing 
the entire auto industry brought 
an end to high-compression 
performance. In 1971, the Trans 
Am’s Ram Air engines were 
replaced with the 455 H.O., as 
Pontiac’s engineers tried to offset 
the power drop that came from 
reducing compression more than 
two points—from 10.5:1 down to 
8.4:1—with torque-building 
displacement. It wasn’t a bad 
solution, but the halcyon days of 
the muscle car era were definitely 
in the rearview mirror. 

In addition to the Ram Air 
engines and 12-bolt axle, a 
number of other components and 

elements were built into the 1970 
Trans Am that made the car 
unique, starting with the oddball 
15-inch wheels. The story goes 
that Pontiac planned on 15-inch 
versions of the Rally II design but 
could not get them made in time 
for the car’s start of production. 
So the center section of the 14-
inch Rally II was used inside a 
15-inch rim along with a 1-inch 
band of steel between them. The 
true 15-inch Rally II came in 
1971. 

 

The 1970 models also used 
carryover low-back bucket seats 
from the 1969 model, and the 
interior was offered in a striking 
bright blue hue that would be 
toned down by the next year. 
Those were the most obvious 
visual distinguishers. A number 
of others are all but invisible 
unless you are trying to restore a 
1970 Trans Am. From the single-
year black shift knob to the hood 
hinges to the “open-face” 
alternator and a myriad of other 
minor parts, it was a car of 
contrasts compared to later 
second-gen models. The grain on 
the instrument panel, for 
example, was different, and the 
headlamp bezels were changed 
by 1971 to provide easier access 
to the aiming adjustment screws. 

The challenge is compounded by 
the relative few 1970 Trans Ams 
produced. There were only 3,196 
built out of a total Firebird 
population of less than 49,000. 
That means there simply aren’t 
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many donor cars left to scavenge 
for accurate parts, and some 
parts, such as an accurately 
grained instrument panel, aren’t 
reproduced. 

Lifelong Love Affair 

Dave Miller’s first car was a 1968 
Firebird; the first brand-new car 
he purchased was an Y84-code 
1977 Trans Am Special Edition, 
which he managed to pay cash 
for while working his way through 
college. But it was the 1970 
Trans Am that was always the 
car that tugged at his emotions. 

“I’ve had a love affair with 
Pontiacs my whole life, but when 
I was around 12 years old and 
the 1970 models came out, 
everything about that second-
generation design lit a fire in me,” 
he says. “It was the most 
awesome thing I’d ever seen, 
and I vowed to have one.” 

That opportunity came 10 years 
ago, when his mechanic told him 
about a white Trans Am that had 
been sitting in a building for 
several years. 

“The story was a pool builder 
took it as a partial trade, but he 
never really drove it,” says Dave. 
“It had just under 56,000 miles on 
it and was in original condition. I 
couldn’t turn it down.” 

The Norwalk-built car had been 
first sold at Red Holman Pontiac 
in the Detroit area. It was a quick 
turnaround from the May 20, 
1970, assembly date to the 
delivery date just barely a month 
later, June 24. It wasn’t in the 
Motor City long before it moved 
to Jacksonville, Florida, where it 
stayed with the second owner 
until 1993. It changed hands 

again several more times before 
the pool builder bought it and 
returned it to Michigan in 2001. 
Dave acquired it about six years 
later. 

 

The Polar White paint was 
resprayed back in the 1980s or 
early 1990s, and it is likely that 
the interior was refurbished too, 
but nothing like a rotisserie-type 
restoration has been done to the 
car. 

“It’s been in great driver condition 
over the years, with small resto 
projects and respray occurring as 
necessary,” says Dave, “and as 
far as I know the engine has 
never been cracked open.” 

It is a moderately optioned car, 
ordered without air conditioning 
but with a center console, remote 
trunk release, and the custom 
(deluxe) interior trim, which 
included textured seating 
surfaces rather than the standard 
pleated vinyl. 

“They really help with keeping 
you planted in the corners,” says 
Dave. “It’s helpful, because this 
car is terrific when it comes to 
carving corners. I’ve owned a 
number of other muscle cars over 
the years, and none has 
compared to the driving 
experience of this one. From the 
driving position to its handling, it’s 

the closest from that era to a 
modern car. It’s dynamic and 
engaging, and an absolute blast 
to drive.” 

 
 
“It has a distinctly European 
influence conveyed in a totally 
American way,” says Dave Miller 
about his 1970 Trans Am. “There 
is nothing else like it, and it 
evokes an emotional response 
like few other cars. Combine that 
with a powertrain that makes all 
the right sounds and you’ve got 
one of the most well-rounded 
cars ever to come out of Detroit.” 
 

 
 
The Ram Air III 400 was rated at 
345 gross hp and a strong 430 
lb-ft of torque. It used Pontiac’s 
well-regarded, high-flow No. 12 
head castings, with 2.11/1.77-
inch valves and comparatively 
large 72cc combustion 
chambers. It also featured a 
block with four-bolt mains. 
 
The 1970 Trans Am was the only 
second-gen model that did not 
call out the engine displacement 
on the shaker scoop. 
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A front spoiler that included flares 
ahead of the front wheels was 
originally intended as an aero aid 
for the Trans-Am racing series. 
 

 
 
The nose bird on the 1970 Trans 
Am was a concession to the 
large hood bird designer Bill 
Porter wanted in order to 
deemphasize the shaker scoop. 
 

 
Wheels for the 1970 Trans Am 
were one-offs. Rather than true 
15-inch Rally IIs, they featured 
14-inch centers mounted on 15-
inch steel rims. 

 

 
 
Bright blue was a single-year 
interior hue that was toned down 
by 1971. The low-back bucket 
seats carried over from 1969 and 
were replaced by a high-back 
design in 1971. Curiously, the 
1970 Trans Am’s standard 
steering wheel was dubbed the 
Formula wheel, but it was only 
optional on the Formula model. 
 

 
 
Engine-turned instrument panel 
applique was unique to the Trans 
Am. Other models, including the 
Formula, featured a woodgrain-
style overlay. The tachometer 
was also a standard Trans Am 
feature that was optional on other 
models. 
 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1970 DODGE CORONET 
440 R/T                           

Story & Photos by (oldcars.com) 

 

If you want power and to make a 
statement, you can't go far wrong 
with this 1970 Dodge Coronet 
R/T 2 door hardtop painted in 
Banana (FY1 code) with black 
vinyl interior. 

Once more using the B-body, the 
Coronet had a refresh for 
1970. For a "low-price" car the 
Coronet looked amazing. A new, 
distinctive split grille / bumper 
combination was used where the 
bumper molding surrounds each 
grille. 

 

The Coronet 500 was the top trim 
level for Coronet with the R/T the 
high-performance version. This 
was the last year in the short life 
of the Coronet R/T having only 
been around since 1967.   

R/T badges appeared between 
the grilles, on the simulated 
scoops on the hood and rear 
panels. It also appeared under 
the DODGE name in the middle 
of the rear escutcheon panel 
(which was also blacked out on 
the R/T models). Bumblebee 
stripes were placed across the 
trunk lid and down the side of the 
rear fenders. 
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1970 saw new, delta-shaped 
taillights with three sections each 
side. 

Rear view showing the bumblebee stripes 

Power comes from a 440 cubic 
inch Magnum V8 "RB" (High 
Performance) engine with 4-
barrel carburetor providing 375 
horsepower. Fitted here is also 
the optional Ramchargers 
meaning that the scoops on the 
hood that were normally 
simulated were now fully 
functional? 

440 cubic inch V8 with Ramchargers 

TorqueFlite automatic 
transmission was standard for 
the Coronet although a 4-speed 
manual transmission with Hurst 
shifter was a no-cost option and 
appears on this car. 

The R/T also got treated to 
heavy-duty front suspension and 
heavy-duty front and rear shock 
absorbers. It was drum brakes all 
round but front disc brake were 
available as an option. 

The original Coronet sales 
brochure stated, "Open the door 
and say 'ahhh'..." proudly 
describing how nice their seats 
were for car designed to save 
you money. 

The Coronet was 209.7" long 
with a wheelbase of 117" and 
width of 76.7". 

Interior showing Hurst pistol grip shifter 

Coronet competitors included: 
Chevrolet Chevelle, AMC Rebel, 
and Ford Torino/Fairlane & 
Pontiac Tempest. 

Dodge built 2,319 Coronet 500 
R/T cars at a base price of 
$3,569 - and only 405 in this 
configuration (2-door hardtop 
with 440 V8 and 4-speed manual 
transmission). It was built in 
Lynch Road, Michigan. 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1964 BUICK LESABRE                         
Story & Photos by Brian Earnest 

(oldcarsweekly.com) 

 

The next time he goes collector 
car shopping with his mother 
Delores, Bryan Simonson figures 
he better either get a head start 
on her, or a faster power scooter. 

The last time the old car-loving 
mother-son duo went snooping 
around for a new hobby car; 
Delores left her son in the dust 
and had already zeroed in on a 
car by the time he got to the car 
corral at the Iola Car Show in 
Wisconsin. 

“It was about 10 years ago her 
knee started going bad and she 
couldn’t walk, and so one year 
she couldn’t get around and I 

remember her saying, ‘I can’t 
wait until next year! When I have 
my new knee we’re really going 
to go!’ Well, the next year, we 
rented motorized scooters and I 
could not keep up with her. We 
headed out to the car corral and I 
lost her, and all of a sudden she 
came tooling back and said, ‘I’ve 
found the car for us,’ and it was 
this car,” he recalls, pointing to 
his beautiful 1964 Buick LeSabre 
four-door hardtop. 

 

“And she’s a Pontiac person; 
when she goes to the car corral 
she will not stop and look at 
anything other than a Pontiac 
[laughs]. I said, ‘First of all, it’s a 
Buick, and second of all it’s a 
four-door, and you don’t like 
anything that’s not a Pontiac, and 
you don’t want anything that’s not 
a two-door hardtop.” 

“She said, ‘I know, but you really 
need to take a close look at this 
car.’” 

The couple had to wait for the 
owner to return, and when he did 
there was quite a few other 
interested suitors on hand. 
Simonson wasn’t even sure he’d 
get to talk the owner before 
someone snapped the Buick up. 
One by one, however, the other 
prospective buyers wandered off. 
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“Lots of people looked and 
crawled around it and then they 
all dispersed,” he recalled. “I 
thought, ‘What gives? Is there 
something I’m missing?’ 

“Next thing I know I’m driving it 
home.” 

 

Simonson certainly never 
expected be bringing a four-door 
Buick back to his residence in 
Sparta, Wis., but there was a lot 
to love and admire about the big 
hardtop. Chief among them was 
its stellar condition and paltry 
30,000 miles on the odometer. 
Everything worked perfectly. The 
car needed almost nothing, and 
seemed to simply be too good of 
a deal — and too nice of a car — 
to pass up. 

“[The owner] didn’t know much 
about it, but … it’s a Nebraska 
car. I don’t know if was in an 
estate sale or what. I have no 
idea how it changed hands as 
many as it did. He bought it 
because he thought it was a 
good deal and a little 
undervalued. I’d say I’m the 
fourth owner.” 

“What sold me was that the 
interior looked like new. It drove 
like new. There is nothing 
stained, nothing worn. It didn’t sit 
quite level when I bought it and 
we put new shock absorbers on it 
… [The shop that did the work] 
felt that they were the original 
shock absorbers. There were a 
couple of little rust spots, so we 

replaced the bumper ends. They 
were very small, so we replaced 
those and that’s really the only 
thing we’ve ever done to it. Oh, 
and we replaced the master 
cylinder.” 

An instant winner 

Buick debuted its LeSabre 
nameplate for the 1959 model 
year as a bottom-tier offering 
below the Invicta and Electra 
series, but by 1961 the LeSabre 
was moved up a rung on ladder 
with the introduction of the 
Special line. The first-gen 
LeSabre proved to be extremely 
popular wherever it was 
positioned and wound up being 
Buick’s top seller from 1959 
through 1964. 

 

By 1961, the LeSabre had dieted 
down and was a slimmer, sleeker 
version of its former self. The 
cars didn’t change a lot from year 
to year before a major redesign 
in 1965, but a freshening of the 
front rear and a handsome new 
stamped grille helped distinguish 
the 1964 models. A narrow bright 
body side molding was found on 
the rear one-third of the body, 
with the series signature residing 
above it, near the fender end. 
Standard LeSabre features 
included electric windshield 
wipers; Step-On parking brake; 
padded instrument panel; 
directional signals; front and rear 
armrests; dual sunshades; 
smoking set; courtesy lights; dual 
horns and cloth upholstery. Cloth 

and vinyl trim was optional. The 
convertible was trimmed in all-
vinyl, with front bucket seats 
optional. A Custom trim package 
option included full-length bright 
body side moldings, with a 
brushed metallic insert. 

In the power department, the 
300-cid V-8 rated at 210 hp 
replaced the 401-cid V-8. A 250-
hp version with four-barrel 
carburetion was also optional. A 
three-speed manual on the tree 
was standard with a four-speed 
on the options list.  A two-speed 
Super Turbine 300 automatic 
transmission could be mated with 
the two-barrel 300 V-8. A three-
speed Super Turbine 400 came 
with the four-barrel versions and 
the 401-cid V-8 that was still 
used in the Estate Wagon. 

 

Inside, passengers were met with 
ample bright work, lots of room 
and living room chair comfort. 
Two large round gauges held 
most of the instrumentation — 
the speedometer on the left and 
fuel, oil, amps and temperature 
on the right. 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-buick-lesabre/attachment/1964-lesabre-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-buick-lesabre/attachment/1964-lesabre-4
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-buick-lesabre/attachment/1964-lesabre-9
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For ’64, the LeSabre was 
available as both a four-door 
hardtop or sedan, along with a 
sport coupe and convertible. The 
two station wagons were 
technically grouped in their own 
series and were trimmed as 
LeSabres and equipped with the 
Wildcat’s chassis and power 
trains. The LeSabre four-door 
sedan was by far the most 
popular of all Buicks for 1964 
with 56,729 produced. 

Simonson’s car was one of 
37,052 four-door hardtops built 
for the model year. They carried 
a base price of $3,122 before 
add-ons. His car was originally 
purchased in Omaha, Neb., and 
was equipped with the base 210-
hp V-8, 3-speed automatic, 
power steering, air conditioning 
and deluxe interior trim. The red 
interior is all original, as far as 
Simonson knows, and completes 
what he thinks is the ideal look 
for the lovely Buick. 

“I don’t think this car would be 
nearly as smart if it wasn’t this 
color combination,” he says. “I 
really think the black and red is 
the best combination.” 

 

“The interior has a nice little 
shimmer to it. It still looks really 
nice … It’s got the original trunk 
mat in the trunk. I don’t think the 
jack has ever even been out of 
there. I don’t think it’s ever been 
used…. And one other thing 
that’s kind of cool is the little 

power trunk release in the glove 
compartment. That’s kind of 
neat.” 

 

Happy trails 

The story Simonson got is that 
the LeSabre was repainted its 
original black once at some point, 
but he doesn’t know when or by 
whom. Judging by the way the 
rest of the car looks, it was 
repainted by an owner who was 
definitely on the finicky side. It’s 
hard to imagine the original paint 
had taken much of a beating with 
the rest of the car in such 
immaculate shape and so few 
miles on the clock. 

Simonson has only put about 
3,000 miles on the car in the 
decade that he has owned it, but 
he expects that number will grow 
steadily in the years to come. He 
and Delores both plan to 
continue their annual pilgrimages 
to Iola each summer and hit 
plenty of other hobby events 
each year. They don’t need much 
of an excuse to get in drive the 
smooth, classy Buick anyway. 

 

“It goes just so straight and true 
down the road, it’s nice and 

tight,” Bryan says. “It’s got power 
steering, factory air, but it does 
not have power brakes. You have 
to remind yourself to put a little 
more pressure on the brakes, but 
I have no problem stopping. I put 
radial tires on it … That just adds 
to the driving pleasure.” 

 

“It will go 70 mph down the road 
and it doesn’t shimmy or rattle or 
shake.  At 60 mph everything just 
works. It just purrs and hums 
along like a well-oiled machine. 
You just float. It’s fun. I guess 
that’s why I do it. It makes you 
smile. ” 

 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-buick-lesabre/attachment/1964-lesabre-10
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-buick-lesabre/attachment/1964-lesabre-5
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-buick-lesabre/attachment/1964-lesabre-11
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-buick-lesabre/attachment/1964-lesabre-8
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RUMBLER MINISTRY    
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block 

 

 
 
You are reading the Rumbler 

probably because you “love” 
cars. I do realize what I have 
written just this moment. I also 
realize that I have previously 
written that a person should not 
love anything that can’t love you 
back. Furthermore, I still 
sincerely and wholeheartedly 
agree with that statement and 
have found it to be 100% true in 
my personal life. Now with that 
said, and knowing that I said it 
before, I can still say to you 
today, “I love cars” knowing full 
well they cannot love me back for 
they are merely nuts and bolts. 
Well then, at least, I can say I 
really like them a lot! And 
because you are receiving this 
digital magazine, you probably do 
too. 

Liking cars doesn’t necessarily 
mean I’m a good driver. I also 
don’t necessarily know anything 
about the automotive industry 

and what their sales, workforce, 
and profit projections are. 
Moreover, there are no steps I 
could personally take to “fix” 
anything that is troubling to our 
country and its people due to the 
economic forces and conditions 
of the automotive industry itself. 
But I still like cars, especially the 
muscle cars of old. (69 Camaros 
rock!) 

My general “like” of the 
automotive industry extends into 
other types of fascinating 
mechanical engineering as well. I 
can get excited looking at pickup 
trucks, motorcycles, and 
perhaps, because of a friend’s 
great interest in them, airplanes. 
Personally though, I have 
bumped into people, who for the 
life of them cannot understand 
my “love”, ahem, “like” of cars. 
The interesting thing is this idea 
flows two ways. Many times I 
cannot grasp what other people 
see in, well, say, collecting the 
glass insulators from the top of 
power lines or telephone poles, 
or even collecting rocks for that 
matter. 

So what is this attraction that 
offbeat and weird people like 
myself have found attractive with 
these controlled explosions that 
ride on four bits of rubber that 
move us from point A to point B? 
To be completely sure of what 
the attraction is to these four-
legged feats of automotive 
engineering is will never be fully 
understood. But let’s take a 
cruise down the road anyway for 
a few ideas and see what sorts of 
things can crop up. I’m hoping 
this idea(s) can be the subject of 
few upcoming columns. 

One thing that can offer an 
attraction to these four-wheeled 
inventions is the Sunday 
afternoon cruise. Please note 

carefully the word “afternoon.” 
This of course implies that it is 
cruise time only after attending 
Sunday Church Service. Now 
that you have been properly 
distinguished by and preached to 
using “law and gospel”, you are 
ready for the open road, by 
yourself, or with your loved ones. 

By yourself, a warm sunny and 
beautiful Sunday afternoon cruise 
can almost be a meditation. You 
are coming off a fantastic sermon 
from the pastor, feeling the love 
and forgiveness of God in your 
heart, and then hop into or onto, 
the 1932 cherry red Ford street 
rod, a 1969 hemi ‘Cuda, or a 
1970 step-side pick-up, a 1971 
Chevelle SS convertible, maybe 
the Boss Hoss V-8 motorcycle, or 
a whale-tail sporting hatch-back 
Subaru….well okay, maybe not 
the Subaru. 

Like the TV commercial says, “I 
bring a light heart and a heavy 
foot to the open road.” You crank 
the 8-track or cassette volume 
up, listening to Deep Purple or 
Purple Haze and press your foot 
into the accelerator and are 
pushed back into the seat. The 
air rushes by your ears through 
the pillar side vent, or because 
the rag-top has been lowered, or 
the visor is open on your helmet. 
The warm sun on your face, the 
lightness of your spirit, you alone, 
the car, the horsepower, the heat 
waves from the blacktop surface, 
no worries, no cares, no nothing. 
Meditation. Peace. Space. 
Speed. Warmth. A smile breaks 
forth on your face, your eyes 
twinkle, now you know. Yes, now 
you realize, there is a God. 

Blessings to all of you today! May 
your New Year continue well past 
when you pull the machine out of 
cold storage? May God grant you 
the answers you are looking for? 
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May you enjoy your family and 
friends and live a long life. Take 
care my friends. 

Keep reading the Rumbler. Keep 

cruising. Keep on keeping on. 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1950 CHEVROLET 3100                         
Story & Photos by (classiccars.com) 

 
 

With the start of the New Year, 
our conversations are plagued 
with those happy and optimistic 
“new year, new me” 
conversations full of high energy 
and enthusiastic resolutions. 
Among the popular resolutions 
made by car fanatics are 
declarations to purchase “new” 
classic cars, the desire to sell 
cars from overgrown collections, 
to start or finish that restoration 
project, and create travel plans to 
attend an event or drive across 
the country. 

 
This truck features a molded tailgate with 

wood bed 

 
Whatever it is, we’d like to think 
the Pick of the Day, a bright 
yellow 1950 Chevrolet 3100, 
would help keep you motivated 
as the year progresses. 

The truck, listed on 
ClassicCars.com by a private 
seller in Scottsdale, Arizona, 
benefits from a “body off 

restoration” with some 
modifications along the way. The 
result, the seller says, is basically 
a healthy-running truck. 

The Chevrolet 350 is covered in chrome 
and polished 

 
This Chevy truck is powered by a 
350 cid Chevrolet engine mated 
to a 700R4 transmission with the 
gear shift mounted on the 
steering column. A majority of the 
engine and transmission parts 
are either chrome or have been 
polished, the seller notes, and 
the Edelbrock carburetor is new. 
The front end is from a second-
generation Camaro, with a 
Camaro rear differential. The 
truck also is equipped with air 
suspension, power steering and 
front disk brakes. 

The exterior has been 
extensively modified and features 
a 3.5-inch chopped roof, suicide 
doors with remote releases, 
frenched headlights, molded tail 
lamps, molded tailgate with wood 
bed, custom pin striping and 
Eagle Alloy’s five-spoke wheels. 

The interior provides such 
creature comforts as air 
conditioning by Vintage Air, 
gauges by Classic Industries, an 
Ididit chrome tilt wheel steering 
column, AM/FM CD player with 
coaxial speakers, power windows 
and custom bucket seats, 
console and door panels. 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1932 CHEVROLET 2-
DOOR SEDAN                         

Story & Photos by (classiccars.com) 

 

 
 

This 1932 Chevrolet 2-door 
sedan has the look of an old rat 
rod but the feel of a modern 
sports car 
A true show stopper that 
embodies both performance and 
style, this 1932 Chevrolet 2-door 
sedan has the look of an old rat 
rod but the feel of a modern 
sports car, making it our Pick of 
the Day. We found this classic 
rod for sale on ClassicCars.com 
by a private seller located in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

“I’ve driven Deuce coupes, 
woodies, muscle cars, and this 
car drives, handles, and performs 
well above any of them,” the 
seller says in the ad.  Despite its 
shabby-chic appearance, the rat 
rod drives so well that you can 
cruise at 80 mph and take your 
hands off the wheel, the seller 
adds. “It’s everything great about 
a new car with all the style of a 
hot rod.” 

Built from the ground up by the 
current owner with servicing in 
mind 
 
The seller says the car is titled 
and registered as a 1932 vehicle, 
with countless hours spent 
designing and fabricating the car 

https://news.classiccars.com/?attachment_id=94101
https://news.classiccars.com/?attachment_id=94105
https://classiccars.com/listings/view/937216/1950-chevrolet-3100-for-sale-in-scottsdale-arizona-85254
https://classiccars.com/listings/view/937216/1950-chevrolet-3100-for-sale-in-scottsdale-arizona-85254
https://news.classiccars.com/?attachment_id=94108
https://news.classiccars.com/?attachment_id=94108
https://cdn.classiccars.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/695586_20815240_1932_Chevrolet_2-Dr-Sedan.jpg?x27296
http://classiccars.com/listings/view/695586/1932-chevrolet-2-dr-sedan-for-sale-in-phoenix-arizona-85086
http://classiccars.com/listings/view/695586/1932-chevrolet-2-dr-sedan-for-sale-in-phoenix-arizona-85086
http://classiccars.com/
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to be user-friendly to be enjoyed, 
driven and easily maintained. 

 

The car has been built from the 
ground up by the current owner 
with servicing in mind, allowing 
for the entire drive train to drop 
from the car for major service if 
ever necessary. Sitting atop a 
complete drive train, suspension 
and braking system from a C5 
Corvette. The owner says the car 
runs and handles fantastically, 
and it “rides like the Corvette the 
suspension came from.” 

The car features independent 
front and rear suspension, rear-
mounted 6-speed transaxle, and 
a chassis that was custom built to 
mate the Corvette drive train to 
the ’32 sedan body, with square 
tubing that is powder-coated with 
a removable X-member. 

 
 

According to the owner, “rides 
like the Corvette the suspension 
came from.” 
Powered by an LS-1, the GM 
computer has been re-
programmed for performance but 
still uses the MAF and upstream 
o2 sensors to allow the engine to 
adjust for altitude. The car also 
features a check-engine light and 
can be read by modern scanners. 

According to the seller, to ensure 
the brakes have the proper 
pressure and volume, the booster 
and master cylinder are from the 
C5 Corvette using the OEM 
proportioning valve, which makes 
the car stop extremely well. The 
brakes are mounted under the 
dash perpendicular to the driver 
using a custom set of pedals that 
have the same ratio as the 
Corvette’s. This allows for 
extremely natural and predictable 
brake pedal and clutch, the seller 
says. The emergency brake is 
from the Corvette as well and 
was modified and clear-coated to 
match the rest of the interior. 

Other performance modification 
include an Edelbrock Pro-Flo 
intake, computer-designed 
aluminum fuel tank, Aeromotive 
A-1000 fuel pump, complete AN 
fittings and push-lock hose front 
to rear.  A custom set of headers 
were built and jet-coated, plus an 
aluminum 1-inch core radiator 
and computer-controlled electric 
fan, fabricated aluminum 
overflow, Hurst short-throw 
shifter, and grand-sport wheels 
with 285 fronts and 335 rear Nitto 
tires. 

The interior of this ’32 sedan is 
simple and clean, complete with 
U.S.-made gauges by New 
Vintage that are computer 
controlled. The seats come from 
Eddie Barrett in a stressed 
brown, according to the seller, 
with the front and rear torque 
tube covers and e-brake boot in 
hand-sewn leather. 

 

 

The roof of the ’32 Chevy was 
chopped 6.5 inches while the 
back window was removed and 
chopped 3 inches, the seller 
says. The wood structure was 
removed and replaced with steel 
tubing while the roof was braced 
and has steel cross bars with a 
Sunbrella Snap-On top, which 
can be removed and stored in the 
car. The entire floor was 
fabricated from steel tubing and 
sheet metal. The cowl was 
lengthened 3 inches and the 
firewall shaved. The front of the 
vehicle has a ’34 Chevy grille 
with a one-off insert. 
The body was blasted and 
epoxied, painted with base coat 
and satin clear coat, and the rust 
finish was applied as the final 
step – it is a product that is self-
oxidizing and doesn’t affect the 
steel body. 
As an added safety bonus, the 
car features a five-liter fire-
suppression system that in the 
event of a blaze deploys 
firefighting foam over the fuel 
tank and pump, passenger 
compartment and the top of 
engine. 

 

 

 

https://cdn.classiccars.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/695586_20815241_1932_Chevrolet_2-Dr-Sedan.jpg?x27296
https://cdn.classiccars.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/695586_20815236_1932_Chevrolet_2-Dr-Sedan.jpg?x27296
https://cdn.classiccars.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/695586_20815238_1932_Chevrolet_2-Dr-Sedan.jpg?x27296


P a g e  | 40 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

DAN’S 1967 CHEVROLET 
CAMARO RS/Z28                         

Story & Photos by (classiccars.com) 

 
 

Previous owner needed to sell 
car to pay for his children’s 
weddings | Dale Baker photos 
I first saw this Chevrolet Camaro 
in July, 2001, at a cruise night in 
Dorr, Michigan. Classic cars 
gathered there every Thursday 
on the lawn at an ice cream place 
called The Dairy Barn. I usually 
checked out the cars that showed 
up. 

Usually there were at least 25-30 
cars, but one night I remember 
over 200. 

This night in 2001 I walked by 
this white Camaro with black 
stripes and blue interior. The 
owner, “Lou,” was sitting in a 
lawn chair behind the car. I 
commented that his car had Z28 
stripes. 

He responded “It is a Z28!” 

I asked where it was sold new. 
He answered “Berger Chevrolet 
in Grand Rapids” and took the 
owner packet with the original 
manuals and protect plate out of 
the trunk and showed me. 

He said he had a son and 
daughter both planning to get 
married and would like to sell the 
car. He wanted way more than 
my budget would allow. 

The next day I stopped at Berger 
Chevrolet and asked to see R. 
Dale Berger. I inquired as to how 
many Z28’s they sold in ’67. 

“Only one” he replied. “It was 
white with blue interior and I 
remember the buyer complained 
about the gas mileage it got.” 

 
 

Performance-oriented Chevy 
dealer sold only one ’67 RS/Z28 
He told me he received a call 
around Christmas, 1966, from 
Vince Piggins of the Chevrolet 
Motor Division telling him about 
this exciting new Z28 Camaro, a 
Trans-Am Race car they were 
going to build. Berger said he 
ordered this white RS/Z28 with 
no radio, a cowl plenum air 
cleaner, tach/gauges and a 
special 4:10 12-bolt posi rear. It 
is one of only 210 RS/Z28 
Camaros built that first year. 

Dale tried to order more Z28’s, 
but it was too late in the model 
year. He ended up getting a large 
order of ’68 Z28’s that fall. 

I agreed to a deal with Lou on 
this ’67 in Feb, 2002. We did a 
payment plan and I brought him 
funds every month as I sold off 
other cars and motorcycles. I 
paid the balance on a Friday in 
August, 2002, and brought the 
car straight to the Berger Chevy 
All Chevy Show that day. The 
show is held annually the 
Saturday of the third week of 
August during the Grand Rapids 
Metro Cruise. 

I belong to the West Michigan 
Camaro Club and am proud to 
say that this local piece of muscle 

car history still cruises over to 
2525 28th Street in Grand Rapids 
where Berger Chevrolet (founded 
in 1925) has been located since 
1965. 

I collect ’60s muscle cars. This 
Berger 1967 Z28 has always 
been a favorite and I feel blessed 
and honored to be its caretaker. 
Thanks to Lou! 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1964 CADILLAC 
ELDORADO BIARRITZ 

CONVERTIBLE                         
Story & Photos by (oldcars.com) 

 

Fins were getting smaller and 
1964 was the last year they 
would appear on a Cadillac.  It 
actually meant a sleeker, more 
clean look resulting in a beautiful 
car.  You can see those lines on 
this 1964 Cadillac Eldorado 
Biarritz convertible in Fire mist 
Red. A color only available on the 
Eldorado. 

With this car not being as 
flamboyant as Eldorado’s of the 
past, it makes this car a much 
more timeless, refined classic. 

 

Not only were there only 1,870 of 
these cars ever made but this 
one has only 54,000 original 
miles on the clock. Now, that's 
got to be something special. 

https://cdn.classiccars.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/CL-041712-587.jpg?x27296
https://cdn.classiccars.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/CL-041712-586.jpg?x27296
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Another visual clue indicating this 
is an Eldorado Biarritz is the lack 
of fender skirts. 

 

Cadillac were confident that the 
Eldorado was the most 
glamorous car in the world with 
interiors that used the finest 
leather in the world. There were 
eight color choices available and 
a center console and bucket 
seats were optional (at $188). 

White leather interior 

Power comes from a 429 cubic 
inch V8 producing 340 
horsepower this is paired with a 
Turbo Hydra-Matic automatic 
transmission. This extremely 
reliable transmission is still highly 
regarded today. 

The Eldorado Biarritz is 223.5" 
long with a 129.5" wheelbase and 
is 79.7" wide. 

As you would expect from a 
luxury car like this the brakes, 
steering, windows and seats are 
all powered and were standard 
features. Even the vent windows 
are powered! 

Cadillac made just 1,870 
Eldorado Biarritz Convertibles for 
1964 at a base price of $6,630. 
This was around $1,000 more 
than the standard convertibles 
allowing the car to have more 
luxurious trim and more standard 
features. You did have to pay for 

the AM radio though which would 
have cost the original owner 
$165 with the rear speaker. 

Other extras this car enjoys are: 
Automatic Climate Control air 
conditioning at $495, power door 
locks ($46), cruise control ($97 - 
although currently not functioning 
on this car). 

 

 

 

 

 

SWAP SHOP 
 

 
Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley 

Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street 
Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in 

Jamestown” on Facebook. 

 

WANTED: ‘57 Cadillac body and 
interior parts. Mainly seats and 
bumpers. Dallas 701-436-6399

WANTED: ‘53 Olds left fender 88 
or 98 will work complete. Green 
would be a bonus! Dallas 701-
436-6399

WANTED: 1955-59 step-side 
pickup. Must be all complete, 
ready to drive. Prefer: Chevy 
Apache, 350 CU or less, no 6 cyl, 
and color of red, white, and blue, 
auto Trans, hwy gears. Call or 
text Duane 701-425-5358

WANTED: Cruise control 
vacuum servo (350 engine) for a 
1974 Monte Carlo. Bill 701-720-
7183

WANTED: 1959 Impala steering 
wheel. (Good Condition) Horn 
ring also if possible. Myron 701-
367-9070

WANTED: Running/good 392 
Hemi and a 1957/58 Chrysler 
parts car. Mark #767, 701-799-
5090
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WANTED: 4.3 Chevy V-6 
carbureted w/ fuel pump on 
block. Dave 701-274-8975

WANTED: ‘68 Chevy C10 Short 
wheel base pickup. Would prefer 
a project, but will consider 
anything. Nate 701-471-3350

WANTED: ‘51 Cadillac 2 door 
project car. Any condition will be 
considered. Nate 701-471-3350

WANTED: 1966 or 1967 Ford 
Fairlane 2 door hard top in really 
good condition. E-mail 
lg31811@yahoo.com Phone 218-
207-8150 Ask for Dennis.

WANTED: Left-rear fender for 
1955-59 Chevy 3100 step-side 
pickup. Am looking for one that 
does not have the spare tire 
mounting indentation in it. If you 
have one, please Jim @ 605-
200-0366 or 701-455-2288.

FOR SALE: Set of 4 GR-60-15 
Remington XT-120 Radials, 
Raised White Letters bought new 
in ‘79. Only 4000 miles on them. 
Good for car shows - not 
everyday driving. $500 OBO. 
701-208-0957 after 5:00. Tim

FOR SALE: Vintage Ford all-
purpose traveling light in original 
box. $25.00. New 1965 Mercury 
Comet Speedometer in box 
C5MY-17255. $75.00 Two 1957 
Ford small hubcaps. $5.00 each. 
Early Pontiac hood scoop. 
$100.00. 701-220-6771 Eldon

FOR SALE: 1964 Chevy II Nova, 
four door, survivor, 95% original, 
6-cylinder, 3-speed, marlin blue 
with blue interior, 69,000 miles, 
body - very good, interior - 
excellent. Runs and drives good. 
$4,500. Kye 701-367-0157

FOR SALE: 1951 Kaiser deluxe 
4dr, motor: 302; Trans: C4; FoxII 
front suspension; 8” Ford rear 
end LOTS of extra parts; parts 
car also available for extra. 
$5000 obo Call Jerome at 701-

400-8381 or 
jerome@krazkustoms.com

FOR SALE: 1937 Chevy 2dr 
sedan builder ‘35 Ford straight 
axle; 9” rear end; body all there; 
no title, $1000 obo. Call Jerome 
at 701-400-8381 or 
jerome@krazkustoms.com

FOR SALE: 1961 Ford 
Econoline; straight six; 3 on tree; 
NOS carb; $1200 obo. Call 
Jerome at 701-400-8381 or 
jerome@krazkustoms.com

FOR SALE: 49-51 Merc. Parts. 3 
- 49/50 bumper cores, $100 ea. 
Hood hinges (great condition), 
$150.00. Pair NOS trunk hinges, 
$125.00/pair. Keyed 50/51 
ignition switch, $35.00+Shipping. 
Sterling 701-349-3913

FOR SALE: 1940 Packard 110, 
rare 2 door sedan. Complete but 
rusty; challenging but buildable. 
Have original title in previous 
owner’s name. $1500. Larry 218-
463-4510 or 
hotrods37@outlook.com

FOR SALE: 200-4R auto tranny 
$300.00. Bill 701-720-7183

FOR SALE: Ford 2dr Sedan 
project with title $6,500.00 Kevin 
701-367-7762

FOR SALE: NASCAR tire, 
certificate of authenticity, May 
2014, Charlotte $90.00 Kevin 
701-367-7762

FOR SALE: 1955 Chevy Belair 2 
door sedan project or parts car. 
Also, 301 Chevy motor pair of 
327 heads. 701-680-1517

FOR SALE: 49-52 Chevy Heater 
box, $15.00. 49-52 Chevy Hood, 
$100.00 both very good shape. 
Myron 701-367-9070

FOR SALE: 1953 Chevrolet 2 Dr 
Post - Well-built unfinished rod 
project. Chassis done with rebuilt 
Camaro clip and fresh 4 link rear; 
set up for SBC. Body completely 

done and in primer. Most parts to 
reassemble except windshield. 
Clear title $3500. 1940 Packard 2 
Dr Sedan, complete but rusty 
$1600. 51/52 F1, complete 
except tailgate. Nice cab and box 
complete original drive train, front 
fenders and running boards rusty 
$750. No title. Larry 218-463-
2259 or 
hotrods37@mncable.com

FOR SALE: 1957 Chevy 2 Door 
Hardtop ZZ4 350, 700R, Posi-
Rear, Dropped spindles, power 
disc brakes, power steering. 
Maroon paint w/ white leather 
interior. Dakota Digital, A/C, 
cruise. $36,000 Dave 701-274-
8975

FOR SALE: 1 set (4) of 1956 
Chevy hub caps. Very good 
shape. Any reasonable offer 
accepted. Arlen 701-741-5267

FOR SALE: Discounts on Griffin 
Radiators; Vintage Air Systems; 
Dakota Digital Instruments; 
Budnik Wheels Call 218 238 
5581 or e-mail 
curt@curtsrodandcustom.com

FOR SALE: Over 1,500 Barbie’s 
and 3,000 collector dolls & 
accessories (50 years of 
collecting). $10,000 OBO Chris 
701-290-2763

FOR SALE: 1935-36 Ford Patch 
Panels. Cowl, Rear Quarter and 
Door Bottoms. Left and Right 
sides. If you were to purchase 
them from Mac’s Ford parts the 
price would $246.79 I’m asking 
$200.00. Tom 701-258-4805

FOR SALE: SBC 400 ci long-
block that comes out of a ’74 El 
Camino w/ 79K miles on it. Runs 
good, however the engine needs 
complete gasket kit. $600 obo. 
Call Jim @ 605-200-0366 or 701-
455-2288.

FOR SALE: 1966 Chevrolet C20 
w/ 283 ci V-8 engine. All original 

mailto:lg31811@yahoo.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:hotrods37@outlook.com
mailto:hotrods37@outlook.com
mailto:hotrods37@mncable.com
mailto:hotrods37@mncable.com
mailto:curt@curtsrodandcustom.com
mailto:curt@curtsrodandcustom.com
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nice survivor w/ very few dings. 
Many new parts. Wooden bed 
floor is in pretty good shape. 
$5500 obo. Call Jim @ 605-200-
0366 or 701-455-2288.

INSPECTIONS: Vehicle 
inspections done at Dallas 
Kustoms in Hillsboro, ND. Call 
701-436-6399 

 

01/21 

CAR SHOW 

Winter Wheels Car Show 

Jamestown Classic Car Club 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

02/03 CAR SHOW 

02/04 Winterfest of Wheels 

02/05 Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

02/07 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

02/08 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

03/07 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

03/08 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

03/10 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

03/11 8th Annual Spring Nationals 

03/12 Scottsdale, Arizona 

03/17 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

03/18 Spring Lone Star Nationals 

03/19 Fort Worth, Texas 

03/25 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

03/26 All-American Get Together 

  Pleasanton, California 

03/31 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

04/01 Meguiar's Del-Mar Nationals 

04/02 Del Mar, California 

04/11 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/12 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/28 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

04/29 North Carolina Nationals 

04/30 Raleigh, North Carolina 

05/09 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/10 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/19 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

05/20 Nashville Nationals 

05/21 Nashville, Tennessee 

06/03 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

06/04 Summer Get-Together 

  Pleasanton, California 

06/04 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

"CHASING" around 

Dakota 

Fort Totten Fort Tour 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/09 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

06/10 East Coast Nationals 

06/11 Rhinebeck, New  York 

06/13 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/14 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JVSM EVENT 

06/16 James Valley Street Machines 

06/17 Goodguys "Day in the Hay" 

06/18 JVSM SUPER CRUISE 

  to Lincoln Nebraska 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/17 

GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

Day in the Hay 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

06/21 

JVSM EVENT 

James Valley Street Machines 

60 foot Experience 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/30 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

07/01 Heartland Nationals 

07/02 Des Moines, Iowa 

07/07 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

07/08 PPG Nationals 

07/09 Columbus, Ohio 

07/11 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/12 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/28 
James Valley Street 

Machines 

07/29 Black Top Tour 

07/30 On our way to Warroad MN 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/28 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

07/29 Pacific Northwest Nationals 

07/30 Puyallup, Washington 

08/06 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

"CHASING" around 

Dakota 

Scenic Highway Tour 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/08 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/09 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JVSM EVENT 

08/17 James Valley Street Machines 

08/18 Super Chevy Drag & Show 
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08/19 JVSM SUPER CRUISE 

08/20 to Denver Colorado 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/18 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

08/19 Great Northwest Nationals 

08/20 Spokane, Washington 

08/25 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

08/26 West Coast Nationals 

08/27 Pleasanton, California 

09/08 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

09/09 Colorado Nationals 

09/10 Loveland, Colorado 

09/12 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/13 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/29 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

09/30 Lone Star National 

10/01 Fort Worth, Texas 

10/10 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

10/11 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

10/13 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

10/14 Nostalgia Nationals 

10/15 Bowling Green, Kentucky 

10/20 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

10/21 
Pennzoil Southeaster 

Nationals 

10/22 Concord, North Carolina 

11/07 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

11/08 

JVSM MEETING 

James Valley Street Machines 

Monthly Meeting 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

11/11 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

11/12 28th Autumn Get-Together 

  Pleasanton, California 

11/17 
GOODGUYS ROD-

CUSTOM 

11/18 Southwest Nationals 

11/19 Scottsdale, Arizona 

12/06 

James Valley Street Machines 

Christmas Extravaganza 

Prime Rib & Potato. 

Live Auction @ the KC's 

12/12 

James Valley Street 

Machines 

MOVIE NIGHT! 

Bison 6 Cinema 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



P a g e  | 45 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 46 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 47 

 

   

 



P a g e  | 48 

 
 

 


