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LOOKING TOWARDS 

THE FUTURE 
Story & Photos by Skovy 

 
Well, it’s finally here. Spring! 
Great time to bring out the 
sleeping giant(s) from the 
garages and shine them up. 
 
The people at work here 
chuckles at me because since 
my accumulation of collector cars 
over the winter, I find it hard to 
know which one to drive. Thank 
goodness the “Dart” was 
invented. Put all the cars on the 
wall and throw. 
 
All levity and bragging aside, I 
must tell everybody that “Get 
ready for a very active summer!” 
This year we are going to have 
“Snap Trips”. I’m going to throw 
out a couple of suggestions and 
off we go. These will only be 1 
overnight or something we can 
drive to during the day and be 
back at night. No reason for all 
our cars, trucks, and bikes to be 
collecting dust in the warehouses 
and garages. 
 
First “Snap Trip” … 
Let’s cruise the “Enchanted 
Highway”, or let’s look at some 
ghost towns and derelicts and 
travel to them. We’ll take pictures 
of our cars on these trips and at 
the Awards Banquet make a 
decision what 12 pictures we’ll 
use and make a calendar for 
2016. 
 

 
 
I think this would be a blast! 
 
May 8

th
 everybody. Mark it down 

on your calendar. The James 
Valley Street Machines will have 
the Spring Kickoff party. 
EVERYBODY IS INVITED. We 
will be putting up posters around 
town, closing off the street and 
getting down with 70’s music. If 
you come in 70’s garb, there will 
be a cool special gift for you. 
Look for the poster in this 
magazine. 
 
Lots of stuff happening. Come to 
the meeting on April 15

th
. This will 

be at Fred’s Den. 
 
Be there or be square! 
Skovy 
 
Want to get on the “RUMBLER” 
email list? “RUMBLER” issues to 
date … 11,416! 

 Skovy@donwilhelm.com 

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS 

Darlene McIlonie 04/01 
Lee Briese  04/09 
Duane Gehring  04/10 
Penny Briese  04/12 
Robert Gums  04/13 
Janis Bensch  04/15 
Pauline Lynn  04/15 
Gary Petrek  04/15 
Shawn Erdahl  04/23 
Randy Lynn  04/24 
Paul Emo  04/25 
Leon Westerhausen 04/29 
Crystel Miller  04/30 
 
Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 

ACTIVE MEMBERS 

Allmer, Michael 

Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Karla 

Anderson, Bruce & Kathy 

Anderson, Roger & Meleia 

Anderson, Scott & Kim 

Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla 

Balvitsch, Wayne 

Behm, Earl & Connie 

Bensch, Paul & Janis 

Berg, Wayne & Tami 

Beyer, James 

Block, Scott & Pat 

Brandenburger, Max & Williams, 

Laura 

Briese, Lee & Penny 

Calheim, Clifford & Marla 

Carow, Billy & Candace 

Demarcy, Jared 

mailto:Skovy@donwilhelm.com
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Dewald, Joel & Della 

Dodd, Jim & Mary Jo 

Emo, Paul 

Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn 

Frank, Tracy 

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth 

Gehring, Duane & Kathleen 

Geisler, David 

Gibson, Teddy & Diane 

Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim 

Gilge, Larry & Cindy 

Godfrey, Collin 

Gray, JeriLynn & Andy 

Greenlund, Ron & Darlene 

Gumke, Matt 

Gums, Robert & Candace 

Guthmiller, Neil & Linda 

Heiman, Tyler 

Hoggarth, Scott 

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy 

Houge, Jason & Ann Marie 

Huber, Al & Sue 

Jacobson, Verdell (Jake) & Linda 

Jangula, Duane 

Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy) 

Jensen, Paul & Sue 

Johnson, Brandon & Sonia 

Kamlitz, Brian 

Karn, Dale & Sue 

Keim, Lyman & Darlene 

Kessler, Michael & Mary 

Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis 

Kolb, Dale & Nidia 

Kummer, Jeffrey & Erin 

Lade, Joshua 

Lang, John (JR) 

Layton, Viril & Mary 

Loose, Larry & Bonita 

Lulay, Bob & Alma 

Lynn, Randy 

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline 

Martin, Randy & Patti 

Mathias, Roger & Bonnie 

McCreedy, Terrance 

McCullough, Gary & Billie 

McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene 

Meidinger, Jamie 

Meyer, Ken & Annie 

Miller, Randy & Crystel 

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy 

Mittleider, Cody & Elaine 

Mitzel, LeRoy 

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria 

Nelson, Troy & Lois 

Nenow, Roger & Lois 

Nogosek, Aaron & Amy 

Noot, Jay & Bryant 

Olson, David & Adele 

Olson, Taylor 

Orness, Stan & Sharon 

Patzner, Elroy & Elayne 

Petrek, Gary 

Poppe, Jerry & Ardie 

Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda 

Redinger, Dale 

Rixen, Dennis 

Schauer, Ronald & Cindy 

Schlenker, Mark 

Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia 

Seher, Jeff 

Specht, Gary & Margaret 

Specht, Leslie & Debra 

Speckman, Dale & Pamela 

Strombert, Bryan 

Swedlund, Troy & Emmy 

Thoele, Kevin & Kim 

Thomas, Troy & Tricia 

Timm, Curt 

Titman, Nick 

Tracy, Dean & Martha 

VanFleet, Richard 

Vining, Taylor 

Wegenast, Colin & Toni 

Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane 

Wiest, J.P. & Judy 

Wilhelm, Jeff 

Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy 

Willman, Casey & Jessica 

Willman, Dusty 

Wolf, Cameron 

Wolff, Clayton & Beverly 

Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn 

 
Hello Everyone, A Couple of 
Reminders: 

Steak Fry Run Thursday evening 
is one you don’t want to miss!!! 

Most all Friday activities will be at 
the Spirit Lake Casino and 
Resort, the Casino has gone all 
out with many 
new Friday activities including a 
$10,000 Poker Run. 

Check the “tentative” schedule 
at www.greaterdakotaclassics.co
m for specific times and details. 

ENTERTAINMENT NEWS: 

Saturday starting at noon 
entertainment will include a 1 
hour ELVIS tribute... plus there 
will be Roy Orbison, Buddy Holly, 
Paul Anika, and Connie 
Francis...etc. tributes. The female 
tributes will be sung by a young 
girl named Alexandria who has 
an amazing captivating voice. 

Saturday at 5:00 PM they will be 
followed by the very entertaining 
and versatile band called the 
Front Fenders, check them out 
atwww.thefrontfenders.com they 
will be entertaining until 9:00 PM. 
They deliver a high energy Rock 
N’ Roll evening of fun playing 
some greats from the 50’s, 60’s, 
70’s, 80’s and some of the new 
stuff along with some country 
favorites. 

Sunday from 10:30 to 2:30 Bob & 
the Beachcombers will be 

http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/
http://www.thefrontfenders.com/
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Surfing’ the 60’s and Rocking’ the 
70’s. Check them out 
atwww.bobandthebeachcombers.
com They are an all-ages family 
fun show featuring the surfing 
hits of the sixties, some of the 
classic rock & roll of the 50’s, 
along with popular favorites from 
the 70’s and the 80’s as well!! It’s 
not just the music – it’s so much 
more. 

Collector Car Auction reminder: 
George is taking consignments 
for the collector car auction, you 
can put a reserve price on you 
vehicle. Contact George at 701-
240-
6771 or gem@min.midco.net List 
early for maximum exposer. 

 INSIDE VENDERS CONTACT 
Tara tarajo97@msn.com 

OUTSIDE VENDERS 
INCLUDING FOOD CONTACT 
Terrytwallacedlpb@gondtc.com    

75
th
 Anniversary 1940 model year 

cars will be leading the parade 
and have special parking in Ball 
Diamond #1 on Saturday. 

Fewer than 21 will have special 
parking in Ball Diamond #1 on 
Sunday. 

  

REMINDER for those who are 
not yet registered: Registration 
goes up $10. May 1

st
. 

Hope to see you there!!! 

 

 

Sabir’s II opens in 
Downtown Jamestown                       

Story & Photos by Chris Olson (The 

Jamestown Sun) 

 

The doors opened this week at 
Sabir’s II, a new restaurant in a 
familiar location in Jamestown. 

Nam Sabir, owner and operator 
of Sabir’s in Valley City, along 
with silent partner Jim Boyd, are 
the new owners of the former 
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grill 
restaurant in downtown 
Jamestown. Sabir said Jim Heyer 
remains the building’s owner, but 
has sold the restaurant business 
to Sabir. 

“I’ve been interested in this place 
since it opened, when Brian 
Lunde first opened the 
restaurant,” he said. 

Sabir said he is changing very 
little about the restaurant’s 
interior and exterior decor. The 
main outdoor sign will not be 
changed until this spring. Sabir 
said he will have the restaurant’s 
new name on the entrance door 
windows in the coming week. 

“Brian Lunde and Jim (Heyer) did 
a wonderful job with this place,” 
he said. “The building and decor 
doesn’t need anything done to it.” 

The changes Sabir has made to 
the restaurant include additions 
to the menu and staff training. 

Sabir said part of the problem 
with the former restaurant was 
inconsistent service, a problem 
he attributes to a series of 
different managers at the 
restaurant and not the staff. 

“We have a wonderful staff here, 
but the training was inconsistent,” 
he said. “I’ll be hands on here. 
I’m a self-taught chef that knows 
the front and back of the house.” 

Sabir said he has brought two 
veterans from his Valley City 
restaurant to help train the staff, 
Deb Muncy and Sheila Ault. 

Sabir said he has kept many 
items from the Buffalo City 
Rotisserie Grill’s lunch and dinner 
menu and added items such as 
shrimp cocktail made with jumbo 
shrimp, calamari, fresh-made 
hummus, chicken fettuccine 
Alfred and eggplant parmesan. 
Sabir said the biggest change 
guests will see with the menu is 
having fresh fish. The menu will 
have fresh walleye, Mahi Mahi, 
salmon and shrimp. 

“Each weekend we’ll feature a 
selection of fresh fish,” he said. 
“This weekend its halibut and 
salmon.” 

Sabir said during the spring and 
summer months the restaurant 
will have fresh fruit and 
vegetables bought from local 
farmer’s markets. He said the 
meat will be from local suppliers 
as well. 

“Our emphasis will be on using 
fresh and locally produced fruits 
and vegetables when possible,” 
he said. 

Sabir said once the community 
has gotten to know the restaurant 

http://www.bobandthebeachcombers.com/
http://www.bobandthebeachcombers.com/
tel:701-240-6771
tel:701-240-6771
tel:701-240-6771
mailto:gem@min.midco.net
mailto:tarajo97@msn.com
mailto:twallacedlpb@gondtc.com
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again and had a chance to try the 
menu, he and the kitchen staff 
will make adjustments to the 
menu. 

“I’m really excited about opening 
this restaurant,” he said. “I know 
a lot of people from Jamestown 
come to Valley City to eat at my 
restaurant, so I think people 
know me over here.” 

Sabir was born and raised in the 
Kurdish part of Iraq. He grew up 
working in his father’s restaurant. 
In 1977 he moved to Germany 
and in 1979 he immigrated to 
Fargo with the help of a woman 
from the Nativity Church in 
Fargo. He started working as a 
dishwasher when he first moved 
here. He said he started college 
at North Dakota State College of 
Science in Wahpeton, but earned 
a bachelor’s degree in computer 
information systems from 
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead. But restaurants are 
his passion. 

“I love restaurants,” he said. “I 
grew up in a family that had a 
restaurant; it was always my 
dream to have my own.” 

Sabir’s II will serve food from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and drinks until 11 p.m. 
and will be closed Sundays. 
Sabir’s II is located at 103 1st 
Ave. S. For more information, call 
952-9529. 

 

 

BARN FIND                       
Story & Photos by Al Rogers (Old Cars 

Weekly) 

Bonner 1964 Ford Thunderbolt 

uncovered. Rare muscle 

machine originally owned and 

raced by the late Phil Bonner 

was recently discovered in a 

Georgia barn. 

 

Last January I received a phone 
call from Jason Thompson, a 
trusted friend and muscle car 
enthusiast, regarding a 1964 
Ford Fairlane Thunderbolt 
stowed in a barn in northern 
Georgia. Thompson said Floyd 
Garrett of Floyd Garrett’s Muscle 
Car Museum in Sevierville, 
Tenn., had been contacted by 
Donald Allen with news of Allen’s 
purchase of the significant 
Thunderbolt, which had been 
hidden for more than 40 years. A 
phone call to Garrett confirmed 
the news and he suggested I call 
Allen to get the rest of the story. 
Unbeknownst to Garrett, Allen 
and I had worked together in the 
past when I photographed an 
original 1958 Ford Custom 300 
for a national automobile 
publication. 
When I contacted Allen, he 
confirmed his recent purchase of 
the long-hidden 1964 Ford 
Fairlane Thunderbolt. He had not 
yet picked it up and asked if I’d 
be interested in documenting the 
Thunderbolt’s first exposure to 
sunlight in decades. I replied, 

“Tell me when and give me a 
location and I’ll be there.” 

All Thunderbolts are special cars, 
a sort of “Holy Grail” among high-
performance Ford enthusiasts. 
Each Thunderbolt was modified 
for Ford Motor Co. by Detroit 
Steel Tubing Co. (DST) from a 
289-powered Fairlane 500 
coupe. DST built each Fairlane 
into a 427-powered quarter-mile 
hero, and then Ford placed them 
into the hands of proven drag 
racers after approval on a driver-
by-driver basis. 

Allen’s Thunderbolt was first 
owned by the late Phil Bonner, 
and was actually the second of 
two Thunderbolts owned by the 
respected race car driver. A 
member of Bonner’s race team 
rolled and totaled his first 
Thunderbolt upon making a pass 
at Paradise Dragways in 
Calhoun, Ga., while Bonner was 
racing a Falcon at another event. 
Ford Motor Co. provided Bonner 
the second Thunderbolt as a 
replacement, and it’s believed he 
continued to race it on the circuit 
in the east and south. Here’s the 
story as we found that second 
car long after its quarter-mile 
glory days: 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A016.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A048.jpg
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A Thunderbolt slips into 
obscurity 

One cold Saturday morning I 
made my way to a barn hidden 
among the trees of northern 
Georgia to witness the 1964 Phil 
Bonner Thunderbolt being 
recovered from its hiding place. 
The scene was surreal. Before 
me was a weathered brown barn 
with particle board panels over 
two of the door openings — the 
last place one would expect to 
find a legendary Thunderbolt 
drag car. A third door opening 
was blocked by only a vinyl tarp 
hanging from the opening. A 
quick double take revealed an old 
Ford pickup parked in front of the 
first door opening. I soon learned 
that 1960 Ford F100 had been 
sinking into that piece of earth for 
the past 20 years, standing guard 
in front of its little Thunderbolt 
brethren hidden behind the thin 
sheet of particle board. About 20 
years ago, the F100’s brakes 
locked up and the owner decided 
there was no rush to fix it. That 
pickup had been standing guard 
until this morning, when the 
brakes would be freed and the 
guard truck would finally be 
moved from its post. 

The Thunderbolt came to be in 
this barn when Hal Reed learned 
about it from a client back in the 
early ’80s. The client told Reed 
there was a 1964 Ford Fairlane 
500 near Stone Mountain, Ga., 
listed for sale in a local 
publication for a couple years. 
Reed called the seller who said 
the car was full of Ford race 
engine parts. When Reed went to 
see the car, he found it parked 
under a porch-type structure for 
years. Indeed, the car was full of 
engine parts including a couple 
427 engine blocks, cylinder 
heads and high-rise manifolds; a 
four-speed transmission was also 

in the trunk. Reed realized the 
car was more than a Fairlane 
500; it was a forgotten legend. 
The 1964 Ford Fairlane 500 was 
an important part of the Ford 
Motor Co.’s racing past, and the 
427 engine blocks and other 
related racing parts were in it for 
a reason. The seller was a body 
man and had done work for a 
local legendary drag racer. He 
mentioned the little Fairlane 500 
was originally owned by none 
other than Phil Bonner. A deal 
was struck by Reed to purchase 
everything. 

 

Reed started building engines 
while in high school and has built 
a reputation as being one of the 
best in the business. He’s built 
engines for many clients who 
restore genuine Cobras, 
Shelby’s, Boss Mustangs, a 
Thunderbolt and others. His 
engine of choice is the Ford 427-
cid V-8, so the Thunderbolt was 
right up his alley. 

 
Two 427-cid V-8 engine blocks 
were included with the car, and if 
there was any question who Ford 
sold this Thunderbolt to, the 

“Bonner” stamped into the blocks 
provides the answer. 

 

Initially, Reed wanted to 
transform the Thunderbolt into a 
pro-stock drag car. He started 
working on the Thunderbolt soon 
after receiving it at his shop. 
Even though he was altering it, 
each original part was retained 
and stowed away for safe 
keeping. The demands of work, 
business and everyday life soon 
took over and Reed stopped 
working on the Thunderbolt in the 
early ’90s. It spent time parked 
outdoors under a tarp at his 
shop. 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-427-Engine-Block-1-_2_.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-427-Engine-Block-4-_2_.jpg
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“No one really paid much 
attention to it,” Reed said. “Once 
in a while, someone would stop 
by and ask about a part hanging 
out of the tail light opening, and 
I’d just say, ‘It’s an old piece to 
the engine, I guess,”’ 

A short time later, Reed and his 
wife, Vicky, purchased their 
current house and property with 
the barn. The Thunderbolt was 
put in the barn immediately after 
they took ownership. For more 
than 20 years, the Thunderbolt 
occupied the spot behind door 
number one, tightly guarded by 
an F100 and rarely seen by 
anyone. To the best of Reed’s 
knowledge, it had been owned by 
only two other people: Bonner 
and the body man from whom 
Reed purchased it. 

 

Several years back, Phil Bonner 
sent a friend to Reed’s place to 
deliver and pick up a car upon 
which Reed had performed 
cylinder head work. Its likely 
Bonner’s friend was sent to 
Reed’s place for more than the 

cylinder head work; he was 
probably sent to also scope out 
Reed’s Fairlane 500. Apparently, 
the man who was sent to Reed’s 
shop knew what he was looking 
at and not long after, Bonner 
himself was knocking on Reed’s 
door. Reed agreed to give 
Bonner a look. After looking at 
the paint (it had been painted 
three different colors) and 
studying the stamping on the 
fender apron, Bonner looked at 
Reed and said, “This is my car — 
I’ve been trying to find this car for 
over 10 years.” Bonner looked 
around and also asked if the T-10 
Borg-Warner aluminum 
transmission that came with the 
Thunderbolt was for sale. Reed 
agreed to sell the transmission 
since Bonner needed it for a 
Thunderbolt “clone” he was 
building. 

A few days later, Bonner called 
Reed to ask if his old Thunderbolt 
was for sale. At the time it was 
not, and Reed declined Bonner’s 
offer. Bonner never asked or 
inquired again. 

 

Retrieving a dusty legend 

In late 2014, with some 
convincing from longtime friend 
Charlie Boulware, Reed decided 
to sell the Thunderbolt to Donald 
Allen. While in town, Boulware 
had met Allen and without 
disclosing much about the car, 
was told by Allen that if Reed 
wanted to sell it, to let him know. 

Earlier in the spring, Reed had 
spent time in the hospital. His 
dream since purchasing the 
Thunderbolt was to see it 
restored and to one day drive it. 
Donald Allen is the man to do it. 
He is known for his world-class 
restorations on 427-powered 
Ford Galaxies, Fairlanes, factory 
lightweights and others. He’s also 
restored several award-winning 
Thunderbolts, including the cars 
originally owned by Dick 
Brannan, Milo Coleman, Pete 
Mount, Steve Honnell and others. 
Knowing this, Reed agreed to 
meet with Allen and a deal was 
struck. Reed would get to see his 
dream fulfilled by the best man 
for the job. 

In mid-January, the Thunderbolt 
was removed from the barn, 
loaded onto an open trailer and 
taken to its new home in Georgia 
to begin the restoration process. 
Together, Reed and Allen 
carefully removed the particle 
board panels. Boulware assisted 
with the actual removal of the 
Thunderbolt from its resting spot 
and onto the trailer. 

 

The removal of the Thunderbolt 
had an added element of surprise 
when Dick Brannan and Hubert 
Platt from the original 
Thunderbolt fraternity came by to 
witness the event. These two 
iconic Thunderbolt drag racing 
drivers live minutes from where 
Reed stored the Thunderbolt, yet 
neither of them knew Phil 
Bonner’s car had been right 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/Barn-Find-Passenger-Quarter-Panel-Tail-Light-Opening-2015.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A078.jpg
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under their nose for many years. 
In fact, Brannan’s 14-year-old 
son Brian said, “My father and I 
can’t believe this Thunderbolt has 
been here for my whole life — 
very cool.” 

Allen plans to give the 
Thunderbolt a rotisserie 
restoration. He said his biggest 
challenge will be finding the 
correct new-old-stock air 
induction box and an aluminum 
T-10 Borg-Warner four-speed 
transmission like Bonner used. 

If everything comes together, 
Allen has agreed to let Reed 
make a pass behind the wheel, 
thus fulfilling his dream of driving 
the Thunderbolt. 

 

Al Rogers will photograph the 
Thunderbolt’s restoration and 
through its first pass at a local 
Dragways. He’d like to thank 
Larry Davis, Dennis Kolodziej, 
Larry Short and the late Bob 
Trevarrow, the original founding 
members of the organization to 
document and preserve 
information regarding these 
special-built Ford Motor Co. 
vehicles. These gentlemen 
determined the Thunderbolt barn 
find with VIN #4F41K229249 was 
#55 in build sequence and #64 
for delivery sequence by the Ford 
Motor Co. 

This group and others make up 
the Thunderbolt Owners 
Association. Their cooperation 
and help with obtaining factual 

information for this and future 
stories are paramount. 

Lastly, without a phone call from 
Jason Thompson and Floyd 
Garrett sharing this story, it would 
not have been possible to 
photograph the Thunderbolt’s 
retrieval. 

 

With its Thunderbolt, Ford put 
pedal to the metal 

Factory-backed drag racing was 
heating up in the early 1960s. By 
1964 Ford already had lightened 
some full-size models and then 
loaded them with big-block 
engines in the name of 
professional racing. In the quest 
to go faster, it then turned to its 
intermediate Fairlane line to 
quickly shed more pounds as the 
competition heated up, most 
notably from Chrysler. After 
testing the feasibility of putting a 
425-hp/427-cid V-8 in a Unibody 
Fairlane in 1963, Ford contracted 
Dearborn Steel Tubing Co. (DST) 
to convert 100 1964 Ford 
Fairlane 500 two-door sedans 
with the 271-hp/289-cid V-8 into 
race-ready Thunderbolts drag 
machines. 

The Fairlane 500 coupe was 
chosen because it was the 
lightest body style of the model, 
and the hi-po version was 
selected for its standard 9-inch 
rear end and larger brakes. To 
save weight, the cars were built 
without sound deadener, sealer, 
insulation, arm rests, mirrors, 
carpeting, a radio, heater or rear 

window crank assemblies. The 
carpet and passenger side wiper 
were deleted, and the battery 
was moved to the trunk for better 
weight transfer. The cars 
dropped additional pounds from a 
stock Fairlane 500 through the 
use of fiberglass front fenders 
and fiberglass hoods using a 
teardrop-shaped bubble to clear 
the 427 high-rise intake 
manifolds. Early Thunderbolts 
had a fiberglass front bumper 
skin, but an aluminum bumper 
replaced the fiberglass unit as it 
was not always considered legal 
in Super Stock and A/FX class 
competition. Plexiglas windows 
and Ford Econoline van bucket 
seats also lightened the load 
from pedestrian Fairlane 500s, 
and the jack was also thrown in 
the dumpster. Removing the 
inboard headlamp assembly on 
each side not only reduced 
weight, it directed fresh oxygen to 
the air box atop the dual four-
venturi carburetors atop the 
Thunderbolt’s 427 V-8. 

It wasn’t all about stripping 
weight. Thunderbolts were 
equipped with a 8,000-rpm 
FoMoCo Rotunda tachometer, 
and of course, that High-Rise 427 
added pounds in name of 
quarter-mile glory. For getting the 
power to the pavement, a beefy 
rear traction bar assembly held 
the Detroit Locker rear end. In 
the end, the cars weighed about 
3,200 lbs. 

The first batch of 11 
Thunderbolts were painted 
Vintage Red, while the remaining 
89 cars in the final seven batches 
were each built in white. The cars 
were “priced” at about $3,800, 
but Ford is said to have given 
them to drivers for a $1 pittance 
as a formality in order to ensure 
they went into the right hands. It 
was all part of Ford’s Total 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A088.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/PK-13_AM04.jpg
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Performance program to boost its 
performance image during the 
mid-1960s. 

All of the efforts by Ford Motor 
Co., DST and the drivers 
selected to receive Thunderbolts 
resulted in quarter-mile times at 
or below the 11-second mark, 
and entry into the annals of fame 
in drag racing lore. 

 

 
Story & Photos by Searle Swedlund 

 

 

The Jamestown Tourism Office is 
small, understated and mistaken 
for a number of other buildings.  

However, in a typical summer it 
welcomes over 3000 people from 
all over the world.  It’s a place 
where people can come to find 
what they are looking for, or look 
for something they ultimately find.  
The Tourism staff provides 
knowledge and concierge for 
anyone looking to “discover” 
Jamestown and North Dakota. 

By the numbers, the tourism 
office may not look like much 
from the outside, but inside we 
provide: 

1) 88 brochures on North 
Dakota 

2) 1 bathroom  
3) store 120,000 brochures 

for distribution 
4) in 2014, we distributed 

37,683 community 
guides to people from all 
over the world 

5) 5 brochures that highlight 
the 31 miles of unique 
hiking, biking & running 
trails in Jamestown  

 

With summer approaching, I 
would encourage you to explore 
the region.  It may be surprising 
to learn about what you don’t 
know about an area.  When 
planning a summer trip, the 
Jamestown Tourism staff would 
love to aid in your process.  We 
have a number of resources at 
hand. 

In May, the Jamestown 
Community Calendar will launch 
which will provide people a one 
stop shop for all their information 

needs.  Look for more 
information next month. 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1958 Chrysler Saratoga            

Story & Photos by Brian Earnest& Ken Bielo 

(Old Cars Weekly) 

 

I lived in Fall River, Mass., in 
1991. While running an errand, I 
drove past a used car dealership 
that had a really cool-looking ‘50s 
car in the front row. I did not 
know what it was until I got up 
close and checked it out. It was a 
1958 Chrysler Saratoga four-door 
hardtop. I’m not sure what caught 
my eyes first; the color combo or 
the sweeping fins. Either way, I 
knew I wanted it, four doors and 
all. 

After starting the car, by way of 
the push-button drive, I heard the 
wonderful sound of a classic, 
American V-8 motor! Running 
through factory dual exhausts, 
the engine was smooth and 
revved powerfully. I took the car 
for a test drive, and was amazed 
at the looks this vehicle was 
getting, and all the “thumbs up” 
from other motorists. I drove the 
car back to the dealer and we 
sealed the deal. I came back the 
next day to collect my new baby. 

Since I did not have a garage to 
store and work on the Saratoga, I 
kept it at my in-law’s garage. 
Each week, as time and funding 
permitted, I went to work on the 
car. The gas tank had a leak, the 
carburetor needed to be rebuilt, 
the transmission was weeping 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=93087
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fluid, the brakes were soft, etc. It 
was all about time and money, 
neither of which I had! 

 

 

Fast-forward to the spring of 
1994. Not enough time, money or 
space, a house that needed 
work, and family time being more 
important, and I made the 
decision to sell the Saratoga. I 
contacted the dealer that I had 
purchased the car from in 1991, 
and he agreed to purchase the 
car back. I also took a 1981 F100 
pickup truck with the trade, as I 
needed one for the home repairs 
I was neck deep in. The only 
photos I had really ever taken 
were probably in the first few 
months that I had the car. 

I mourned selling the car, but I 
did what I felt I needed to do. But 
I had my pictures! 

Labor Day weekend, 2014. I took 
my son Jacob and my daughter 
Mya to a local speedway thrill 
show on August 31. Maybe an 
hour into the event, a man and 
his young son sat down next to 
me, to my left. We are all 
watching the spectator drags, 
truck enduros and other races, 
and I hear this man talking to his 
son. The voice sounds familiar, 
but I cannot place it. A few 

minutes later, and it dawns on 
me; this is the auto dealer that I 
had bought my Saratoga from in 
1991! During a brief intermission 
of the show, I lean over and told 
the man “About 20 years ago, I 
bought an old Chrysler from a 
guy in Fall River that would blow 
away half of the cars on that 
track”. The man replied: “I have 
an old Chrysler”. I say back to 
him “Is it a 1958?”  He replies 
back “Yes, it is”. I say back to him 
“Is it a 1958 Chrysler Saratoga?” 
He looked at me in bewilderment, 
and said, “How did you know 
that?” I replied, “Because I 
bought it off of you in 1991, and 
sold it back to you in 1994″. He 
could not believe the 
coincidence, and neither could I!  
Of all the places he and his boy 
could have sat, he was sitting 
right next to me. This speedway 
must be able to hold at least 
5,000 people. A coincidence 
indeed! 

 

We got to talking about cars, and 
I asked him “Whatever did you do 
with that car?” He said that he 
still had it, and hadn’t driven it in 
over 20 years! Shortly after I sold 
the car back to him, he tucked it 
away in a garage that he had just 
recently purchased, closed the 
door, and never opened the door 
again. I could not believe it! I 
asked if it would be for sale, and 
he said that he would consider it. 
I reminded him that he had not 
driven the car in over 20 years, 
and maybe it was time to hand it 
off. I went to see the car at his 

storage garage, and when he 
opened the door, I knew 
immediately it was my old car. It 
looked like it was in a time 
capsule. Four flat tires and 20 
years of dust, but everything was 
as it was in 1994. Even the 
change that I had in the ashtray 
was still there, leftovers from the 
local hamburger drive-thru! We 
negotiated a deal, and a week 
later I had the car on a flatbed 
hauler on the way to my home. 
When I was handed the keys, 
they were on the keychain that I 
had bought in 1991. Even the title 
was still in my name, from 1991! 

A complete and almost eerie 
note; when I originally bought the 
Saratoga, it was on Aug. 31, 
1991. When I ran into the dealer 
at the speedway that I bought the 
car from, it was on Aug. 31, 
2014. What are the odds? 

 

My daughter helped me wash off 
the years of dust, dirt and grime 
when I got the car home. 
Surprisingly, the paint was still in 
great shape. Sitting for so long, 
nearly every mechanical 
component will need to be 
refurbished or replaced. I’m going 
through it all, step by step. 

The car is a numbers-matching, 
354 poly, cast iron push-button 
TorqueFlite beauty. The only 
options ordered were power 
steering, power brakes, power 
front bench seat, power antenna, 
and two-tone color spear. The 
other option, and a rare one I’m 
told, is the Model 801/803 gas 
hot air heater. I have never seen 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=93088
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=93085
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=93090
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=93089
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one before, nor have I ever seen 
one on another car before. I 
intend to get all of this in working 
order. The specifications for that 
354 poly engine are 310-hp, with 
405 ft.-lbs. of torque. Pretty 
respectable for such a heavy car. 

 

I still cannot believe how I got this 
car back. All the stars were 
aligned I suppose. My mom calls 
this phenomenon a “God wink”. I 
have since taken no less than 

100 photos of this Saratoga. At 
this point in my life, I have a 
garage, with a space that is just 
right for the Saratoga to sleep in. 
A little more time now, a little 
more money now, and with my 
“new” baby back, the fun begins 
once again! 

 

 

 

MOTORHEAD CENTRAL                                       
Story & Photos by Brian Kamlitz 

 
 

Motorsport enthusiasts  
 
Over the past few years I have 
seen plenty of new enthusiasm in 
Motorsport's from people that had 
nothing to do with turning a 
wrench or just going to car 
shows, I had speed and 
craziness in my blood since I 
could ride trike! 
  
When I was a kid, I did some 
amazing customs to my bike and 
wagon, anyone remember big 
wheels growing up? Well I took 
two big wheels and robbed the 
back wheels off and ground down 
the axels on my wagon to fit 
these wheels, made a real cool 
drift wagon in the seventies. I 
wish I had pictures of some of my 
creations … my bike I cut off front 
forks off another bike and put 
them on the front of my bike. My 
first chopper. 
 
As I grow older, things only kind 
of got out of control. I had several 
cars before I even had my 
license. I stashed pieces, parts 
and cars of cars all over town. 
Needless to say I was very rough 
on my vehicles growing up, but 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=93084
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one good thing out of all this I 
learned to fix my own vehicles 
and rebuild them as well. 
 
I surrounded myself with car nuts 
my whole life. I don't regret this 
for one minute. I still have my 
sports friends that were not quite 
car nuts before, but as we grew 
older, these friends became 
Motorsport enthusiasts and we 
now share memories from years 
ago. Some of my closer friends 
from 30 years ago still keep in 
contact with each other. I have 
met so many new motor heads 
over the years I am starting to 
forget their names as years creep 
by.  
 
In the late 80’s, I raced stock 
cars. During this time I met a lot 
of great people. I also mud raced 
for many years. Mud racing took 
me too many communities in 
North & South Dakota and 
Minnesota. 
 
I really never had one main 
Motorsport that I called my own, I 
have to say that dirt racing is 
probably the highest on my list, 
the technology now in dirt racing 
is absolutely unbelievable if 
anyone knew race cars in the 
70's and 80's you will know what 
I am talking about. 
 
The Motorsport community is 
probably the largest in the world. 
You take a look at everyone you 
know that either attends races or 
participate in races or just have 
that old car they drive on 
Sunday's or Friday nights can't 
forget about all of them that fixes 
and rebuilds them. I love going to 
the races or car shows and 
seeing young kids just WOWED 
on different cars either going 
around the track or in a car show 
that site is priceless, all 4 of my 
kids know how to change a tire 

and the oil on their vehicles and 
that makes this Dad very proud. 
 
Jamestown North Dakota is one 
of the lowest population big cities 
in the state but have more types 
of racing than any other city for 
several hundred miles away, I 
have been trying to get us on the 
map people are starting to 
recognize what we have going on 
here and when we do hold on 
motor heads the cool thing is we 
have decades of past memories 
and many decades to provide 
Motorsport entertainment. 
 
I just want to bring up our 
Blacktop tour July 31

st
 - Aug 2nd 

2015. Tentatively a Motorsports  
recognition in June that is 
currently being set up more to 
come in future issues, Classic car 
show in the part July 11, Drag 
races July 18-19, James Valley 
Street Machines car show 
September 20th, and a jammed 
packed racing schedule at the 
Jamestown Speedway. 
 
Get out and support your local 
speedway or car club or 
whatever type of Motorsport 
event you have in your 
community it's been here since 
they built the second motorized 
vehicle competition is in most of 
our bloodlines I know it is in me. 
If you ever want to drop me a 
note please email me at 
inarut808@yahoo.com  
 
 
 

 

BOYD CODDINGTON’S 

’33 ROADSTER 

CHANGED THE HOT 

RODDING GAME            
Story & Photos by Zach Doell (boldride.com) 

 

In any industry, there are 
innovators who change the 
playing field. Think back to what 
Facebook did with social media, 
or what iTunes did to modern 
music. Something comes along, 
and we’re all utterly blown away.  

In the early 1980s, hot rodding 
was by no means in its infancy, 
but that didn’t stop a partnership 
of two men from transforming the 
scene and hot rod design. One of 
those men was Jamie 
Musselman, a Texas oil magnate 
and car collector; the other was 
hot rod legend Boyd Codington. 
The first product of that patron-
artist partnership was 
Codington’s famous 1933 Ford 
Roadster. It cemented his spot 
on the hot rodder’s map and went 
on to set a new standard of hot 
rod fit and finish. 

We recently sat down with Boyd 
Codington Jr., and he reminisced 
about the stunning design. 

“Jamie’s roadster quantifies the 
‘Boyd look,’” noted Codington. 
“There are smooth lines and 
small details that the average 
person will never notice. In other 
words, it’s what you don’t see 
that makes it [definitive].” 

mailto:inarut808@yahoo.com
http://news.boldride.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/boyd-coddington-jamie-musselman-roadster-1.jpg
http://boydcoddingtonsgarage.com/
http://boydcoddingtonsgarage.com/
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The clean cut simplicity is quite 
deceiving for sure. Codington 
rigorously reshaped the Ford’s 
grille and cowl angles to match 
the rake of the windshield, while 
also crafting a commanding 
profile from the roadster’s snout 
all the way to the rear. Subtle 
tweaks and tucks to the body 
give the viewer the impression 
that every Ford Roadster was 
meant to look exactly like this. 

 

Interestingly, the wheels (seen 
directly above) were cut from a 
sold piece of billet aluminum and 
were the first set Codington built, 
effectively the set that started the 
whole Codington wheels craze. 

Strip away the iconic bodywork 
and its footwear, and the 
Roadster still impresses. The ’33 
Roadster chassis features a 
hand-fabricated unequal-length-
control arm front suspension and 
a heavily modified independent 
rear suspension gleaned from a 
Corvette. Under the hood lies a 
potent 5.8-liter Chevrolet V8, but 
key to Musselman’s wishes, the 
car was set up to be a driver 
rather than a twice-a-year show 
car. In fact, Musselman once told 

Codington that the ’33 Roadster 
“ran better than my 928 
Porsche.” 

 

It made its grand debut at the 
annual Roadster Show in 
Oakland, California for 1982. 
Instantly it came away as the 
show favorite, winning the 
coveted America’s Most Beautiful 
Roadster award, which 
Codington likened to wining the 
Indy 500 or taking home on 
Oscar for the hot rod world. But it 
wasn’t all good press and 
fanfare. Many saw the big budget 
build as a significant blow to the 
backyard hot rodder and a 
seminal change in the hot rod 
scene. No longer was good 
considered great, and it earned 
the pair some unwanted ire from 
within the community. 

 

It certainly didn’t hamper their 
partnership however. Over the 
years, Musselman enlisted 
Codington to build 16 cars in 
total, though this is the one that 
steals our hearts. There are now 
innumerable “ultra rods” prowling 
hot rod shows and city streets, 
yet many still point to Codington’s 
’33 Roadster and affirm its status 

as one of the game-changing 
greats. 

BARN FINDS                       
Story & Photos by Ryan Brutt (Automotive 

Archaeology hotrod.com) 

Indy 500 Camaro Pace Car 

Rotting Away in a Wisconsin 

Barn. 

 

HOT ROD readers contact me all 
the time about unique cars sitting 
in barns. This month the barn in 
question was in my family’s 
hometown, on a route I’ve taken 
many times. Tucked in the corner 
was a 1969 Chevrolet Camaro 
convertible.  

 

Optioned with both the SS and 
RS packages, this car also had 
the Indy 500 package. It wasn’t 
the rare 396ci version—this car 
was built with a 350—but it’s still 
1 of 3,675 produced. This 
particular ’69 had been partially 
taken apart, but was still straight 
and clean. Alongside the Camaro 
was a unique two-seater. It 
looked like a ¾-scale Model T 
and was powered by a Wisconsin 
two-cylinder engine.  

http://news.boldride.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/boyd-coddington-jamie-musselman-roadster-2.jpg
http://news.boldride.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/boyd-coddington-jamie-musselman-roadster-3.jpg
http://news.boldride.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/boyd-coddington-jamie-musselman-roadster-4.jpg
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-01
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-02
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The owner put it away in a safe 
spot, behind a Chevy Corvair 
Rampside truck. Chevrolet 
Corvair Greenbrier Rampside 
trucks were built from 1961–
1965. They were rear-engine 
pickups with a ramp on the 
passenger side that could be 
lowered to facilitate loading the 
bed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1963 CHEVROLET IMPALA                  
Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars 

Weekly) 

 

Mike Saskowski hasn’t driven his 
1963 Chevrolet Impala to any 
demolition derbies yet. Someday, 

though, such a trip might be a 
nice “come full circle” moment for 
the Impala fan from Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Saskowski’s lovely red hardtop 
apparently attended a demolition 
derby at least once in its previous 
life, and it almost turned out to be 
the end of the line for the Impala. 
A couple of young fellows from 
the state of Washington had 
slapped a lucky number “13” on 
its doors and were reading the 
Impala its last rites when fate 
intervened. A spectator somehow 
figured out — or was told — that 
the car was a matching-numbers 
409, and before the clueless 
youngsters could smash the 
Impala to pieces, the man made 
a quick offer and ponied up 
enough money to buy it from 
them. 

The man ultimately planned to 
bring the car back to its former 
glory and restore it himself. 
Sadly, he didn’t live long enough 
to see the car’s complete 
comeback, but he’d no doubt be 
glad at the way it looks today 
sitting in Saskowski’s driveway. 

 

“It was two teenagers, 
apparently, who just didn’t know 
what they had, and they had no 
idea when a 409 engine is in this 
car what it would be worth,” 
chuckles Saskowski, who has 
photos of the car when it was 
painted up for the demolition 
derby. “That was like 30 years 

http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-03
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-04
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-05
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-06
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-07
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/barn-finds/1504-rare-find-indy-500-camaro-pace-car-rotting-away-in-a-wisconsin-barn/#photo-08
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92988
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92981
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ago … The man who got it from 
the kids started working on 
restoring it. He had it all 
disassembled. It took 22 years. 
He had the frame and drive train 
all done, but he didn’t get to the 
body before he died.” 

The man’s widow sold it to 
another man from Boise, Idaho. 
He finished the restoration on the 
Impala in 2009 and owned it for a 
time before eventually selling it to 
a collector. That owner had the 
car until last year, when 
Saskowski found it listed on a 
dealer’s website in Georgia. 

“The gentleman with the car had 
an astronomical price on it. I think 
he was basically just having them 
store it for him,” Saskowski said. 
“They told him to either lower the 
price or get it out of there. I didn’t 
go down to Georgia … I had an 
inspector who looked at it for a 
couple hours and he called me 
and said, “Mike, buy this car now! 
You’re not going to find a car like 
this for this money.” 

Saskowski had the car shipped 
north to Wisconsin in May. It 
arrived late on a Saturday night, 
and he was not disappointed. “I 
was very happy, yes,” he said. “I 
had to wait until morning to drive 
it. I had a couple cocktails that 
night, so I couldn’t take it out. I 
had to wait until the next 
morning!” 

A few more hours weren’t a big 
deal for Saskowski, though. The 
full-time firefighter had been 
waiting for a chance to own such 
a car for almost as long as he 
could remember. He could have 
had other collector cars over the 
years, but he wanted a 1963 
Impala. He wanted it to be red, 
and he was willing to wait as long 
as it took to find the right car, and 
one that he could afford. 

 

 

“My best friend’s dad had one 
since I was about 8 years old, so 
I have been looking for one for 
about 38 years,” he laughed. “I 
was pretty specific on what I 
wanted. I wanted it to be the 
original red color… and I really 
wanted the 409. In my price 
range it wasn’t happening … 

“I just loved the styling of the ’63. 
It’s not so boxy, like the ‘64s. I 
think all the impalas are nice, but 
there’s something about the ’63 
— I just love it.” 

 

The Impala was Chevrolet’s top 
line and was in its fifth year when 
the 1963 models were rolled out. 
The handsome ’63s had a longer, 
lower look with distinctive lines 
and more pointed fenders. 

 

The Impala’s upscale trimmings 
included bright aluminum front 
seat end panels; patterned cloth 
and leather grained vinyl 
upholstery (in color-coordinated 
materials); extra thick foam seat 
cushions; tufted grain and cobble 
pattern vinyl door and side 
panels; and a Sport-style steering 
wheel with half-circle and thumb 
control horn ring. Other extras 
included an electric clock; 
parking brake warning lamp; 
glove box lamp; bright metal, and 
textured instrument cluster 
accents and dashboard face 
panels. Exterior body side trim 
included front fender accent bars; 
stainless steel belt moldings with 
stainless steel drip caps (except 
convertible); a full-length lower 
body molding with colored insert; 
and Impala lettering on the rear 
quarter section. An Impala 
emblem also appeared high on 
the rear fenders. The rear cove 
was filled with satin aluminum 
finish and trimmed by bright 
metal outline moldings. Triple unit 
tail light groups also served as 
back-up lamps. 

The Impala was among the 
country’s most popular 
nameplates in part because of 
the variety it offered. It was 
available with a base 230-cid 
straight six-cylinder, or with a 
variety of V-8s, starting with the 
base 283-cid, 195-hp power 
plant. Buyers who wanted more 
cubes and ponies could opt for 
the 327-cid V-8 with either 250 or 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92983
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92984
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92985
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300 hp, or pick from 340- or dual-
quad 425-hp versions of the 409, 
which was Chevy’s top engine 
offering from 1961-’65. 

A total of 16,920 Chevrolets were 
ordered with the 409s that year. 
Most of the 409s went into the 
RPO Z03 “Super Sport” Impalas, 
but Saskowski’s car was one of 
the stealthy regular Impalas 
carrying the bigger engine. “I’m 
wondering if this wasn’t bought 
by a grandma who didn’t know 
what a Super Sport was,” he 
jokes. “Usually that 409 got put in 
a Super Sport. Mine has the 340 
horse, not the dual quads, which 
would have been super sweet!” 

 

Saskowski’s car was also 
outfitted with a column-shifted 
automatic transmission, power 
steering and power brakes, but 
not much else from the factory 
options list. It still carries its 
factory AM radio. He hasn’t had 
to do much to the car in the past 
year aside from swap in a new 
water pump and a new heater 
core. 

“I like ’em stock. I don’t like to 
change ’em up. I like them just 
like they were,” Saskowski said. 
“The guy who restored it even put 
bias-ply tires on it, and I’m going 
to leave them on it.” 

The 409 Impala had been driven 
very little in the previous five 
years since its complete frame-
off rebuild. The previous two 

owners only put 3,000 miles on it. 
Saskowski added about 1,000 in 
his first year with the car.  “It had 
been a trailer queen,” he said. “I 
do the cruise-ins during the 
week, and on Saturdays and 
Sundays I try to find cars shows 
that are judged. I did pretty well 
last year. I won probably 10 ‘Best 
In Class’ trophies but no ‘Best in 
Shows’. Usually the convertibles 
beat me out.” 

 

Untold thousands of full-size 
Chevy’s probably met the end of 
the road in the demolition derby 
ring. Saskowski is certainly 
grateful that his lucky red hardtop 
avoided the automotive grim 
reaper. He never got to meet the 
man who saved his wonderful 
409, but Saskowski appreciates 
him every time he takes the car 
for a ride. 

 

“It had been 30 years since I’d 
been in a ’63,” he admits. “A lot 
of stuff stays with you when 
you’re a teenager — usually girls 
and cars. This was just like 30 
years ago in my friend’s dad’s 

car. The first time I drove it, it 
was awesome.” 

RARE CAR REVIEW    
1970 FORD MUSTANG MACH 

1 “TWISTED SPECIAL         
Story & Photos by (musclevehicles.com) 

 

Special editions were a big part 
of Mustang DNA. In 1969, there 
were 10 different engines, Mach 
1, Shelby, Boss, GT and Grande 
variants, as well as promotions 
including the West Coast 
Rainbow of Colors and 
Philadelphia-area Limited Edition 
600 promotions. 
 
Some of those are better known 
than others. For instance, not 
many people who aren’t 
dedicated Mustang collectors 
know that Ford Special 
Promotion Division built a handful 
(probably 10) of track-modified 
and highly-optioned R-code 1970 
Mustang Pace Cars for American 
Raceways Inc. According to the 
late Terry Fritts of the Twister 
Special Registry, this would have 
been prohibitively expensive for 
ARI, so Special Promotions pre-
sold 100 similarly equipped cars 
to the Kansas City District 
(District 53) Sales Office to 
subsidize the project. Thus, all 
Twister Specials were built first 
and have consecutive VINs in the 
118000 range, and ARI Pace 
Cars have 120000-series VINs. 
These Specials would be used 
for a November 7, 1969, Total 
Performance Day promotion at 
Kansas City Raceway, and 
where the ARI Mustangs were 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92989
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92990
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/?attachment_id=92987
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both NASCAR-spec and loaded 
with options, the DSO 53 Kansas 
cars were all supposed to totally 
performance-oriented. The only 
comfort and convenience 
features at all were tinted glass, 
hubcaps and trim rings, and an 
AM radio. Ford was also planning 
to sell the ARI package as a 
special Pace Car edition; 
however, late in 1969 ARI went 
bankrupt. 
 
All Twister Specials were 
supposed to have been built as 
R-code 428 Super Cobra Jet 
Drag Pack cars with 3.91:1 
Traction-Lok differentials; 
however, there were only 48 
SCJs in inventory, so the 
remainder received the new 4-
barrel 351 Cleveland engine. All 
of them were in Grabber Orange 
with special Ford Mach 1 side 
stripes with Twister logo. They all 
also came with not just the Drag 
Pack and SCJ competition 
suspension; but a shaker hood, 
power front disc brakes and 
F70x14 raised white letter 
Polyglas tires. In the end, only 96 
Mach 1 Twister Specials were 
built in October 1969. 
 

 
 
The 30th Twister Special built, 
the owner bought this car 
because it was a 4-speed R-code 
Mach 1, and didn’t realize he had 
something even more special 
until he received his Marti report. 
“Words cannot describe the 
elation,” he said in an interview. 
With 95% original sheet metal, 
there was no question about 
performing a correct rotisserie 
restoration, which was photoing 

documented and completed in 
2014 at RJ Restorations in 
Minnesota. In the short time 
since then, it has amassed an 
impressive trophy case, including 
Street Stock Gold and Platinum 
awards at the 2014 Muscle Car 
and Corvette Nationals, as well 
as a Muscle Car Review 
magazine cover photo. 
 

 
 
There’s a lot to love about a 
Twister Special. It’s not just any 
DSO Mustang special, it’s built 
with the final year of the 428 SCJ 
under the hood with the Drag 
Pack external oiler cooler and 
Hurst T-handle shifted close ratio 
4-speed transmission. An 
authentic, one-of-24 4-speed 428 
Super Cobra Jet Twister Special 
with numbers-matching engine is 
one of the most distinctive and 
collectible Mustangs of the era. 
 
In addition, Mustang specialist Ed 
Meyer was present at RJ 
Restorations to help coordinate 
the car’s final detailing to factory 
correct specifications and this 
expertly restored 4-speed Super 
Cobra Jet Mach 1 Twister 
Special presents an opportunity 
for Mustang collectors that hasn’t 
been paralleled for decades. 

 

RUMBLER MINISTRY    
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block 

 
 

Resurrection 
 
Happy Easter everyone! Here’s 
hoping that all of you had a great 
holiday, gathered with family and 
friends, you went to church and 
personally experienced first-hand 
the resurrected and living God. 
 
With that in view, I have been 
thinking about “resurrection” a lot. 
And I am not speaking about the 
kind that if it lasts longer than 
four hours, you are to seek 
medical attention! 
 
The last few weeks in my life 
have been filled with trouble and 
grief. There have been some 
deaths of people in my 
community and just a few days 
ago I had to put my four-legged 
companion of seventeen years (!) 
down. That was not a pleasant 
day. 
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Interestingly enough, that’s 
exactly where God functions. 
That is, in our suffering, grief, and 
misery. But what does it all 
mean? 
 
Many times I wish I had some 
really, really good answers for 
you. But I don’t. I have some 
responses, ideas, thoughts, and 
opinions, but no really good, 
solid, factual answers that you 
can cling to and say, “yep, that 
settles that!” 
 
All I do know is that out of bad, 
good comes. And it is God that 
seems to do all the work, even 
though we may take credit for it. 
And that is what brings me to: 
 
“Car features that no longer 
exist.” 
 

Aha, you knew I had to tie into 
cars eventually didn’t you! You 
see out of the bad, comes the 
good. Do you remember the old 
floor dimmer switch? Some 
young people today have no idea 
what that is, like they have no 
idea of phone booths either. 
Perhaps, years ago, floor dimmer 
switches were a good idea. But 
for me, they were a bit 
problematic. I was always 
bumping them and flicking off the 
oncoming car. On occasion the 
switch itself would be used for a 
left-foot-rest, but I found that if I 
adjusted my position in the seat, 
my foot would press the switch. 
 
Out of the bad, comes the good. 
The car manufacturers moved 
the switch from the floor to the 
“signal control arm.” (Is that the 
right terminology?) Now all you 
have to do is push/pull the little 

lever and voila, the Brights come 
on or go off. I particularly like the 
feature of simply pulling back on 
it, and holding it for a second, the 
Brights come on, and then letting 
it spring forward and the brights 
go off. Pretty cool, I think. And 
when I adjust my position in the 
seat, I don’t flick off the other 
drivers. 
 
Suicide doors….need I say 
more? 
 
The side “vent” windows on a 
couple of my vehicles, I sincerely 
did like, but only because I 
smoked! One of the vehicles I 
owned had the little button you 
had to push in order to rotate the 
lever in order to open the 
window, doing both 
simultaneously. Then once it was 
unlatched, the window had to be 
pushed open past halfway to get 
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air flow which was not always an 
easy task. Sometimes it took a 
couple of “moves” to accomplish 
it, especially if you weren’t left-
handed. And then, inevitably, the 
open wing would catch bumble 
bees and throw them onto your 
lap, sometimes still alive! 
 
Out of the bad, comes the good. I 
quit smoking! Air-conditioning 
became standard on most 
vehicles. In all honesty, I am not 
even sure if it is an option 
anymore. Now the temperature 
inside the vehicle can be 
adjusted with the flick of switch, 
and air flow is controlled and 
directed exactly to where it is 
desired. Today there is no more 
wind noise blowing out your ear 
drums, and best of all, no more 
bumble bees. 
 
Out of the bad, comes the good. 
Today there is no more turning 
over motors by hand-cranking in 
order to get them started. My 
father would tell me stories of 
when he was a little boy watching 
people attempt to start their cars 
by cranking them by hand. 
Sometimes the crank would 
“catch” and go in reverse and, 
WHAM, it would whack the 
person on the forearm and break 
their arm! As of lately, I have 
heard of no one breaking their 
arm starting their vehicle. In fact, 
some cars today need no 
cranking whatsoever. There isn’t 
even a key! Just slide into the 
driver’s seat, push a button, and 
away you go. 
 
There are more items to talk 
about such as ashtrays, tailfins, 
and CB radios. But I would 
imagine that you can figure out 
for yourself that out of the bad 
comes the good. And indeed it 
does, you just have to look for it. 
It is there, just as God is there. 

Be alert and watch for God’s 
movement in the world. 
 
Peace to you dear readers of my 
humble articles. I try very hard to 
give you something to think 
about, something to enjoy, and 
something that may you bring 
you closer to the Creator of all. 
May you find a way to see the 
good and not get hung up on the 
bad? 
 
Keep on cruising, keep on living 
and laughing, and keep on 
reading the Rumbler. Stays warm 
my friends! The “resurrection” of 
the cars is almost here! 
Blessings! 

NEW CAR REVIEW     2015 

SALEEN FORD MUSTANG 

S302 BLACK LABEL                                   
Story & Photos by (musclevehicles.com) 

 

Earlier this year, Saleen 
Automotive released their 2015 
White and Yellow Label 302 
Mustangs to much fanfare. To 
round out their fleet, Saleen 
pulled out all the stops and 
developed one of the best 
Mustangs to date. This car is set 
to change the way pony cars are 
looked at from here on out. At a 
one-of-a-kind event in Downtown 
LA, Saleen raised the curtain on 
the latest pony car out of their 
Corona, CA headquarters. 

“Since I started building cars in 
1984 my goal has always been to 
go above and beyond where 
anybody has been before”, said 

Steve Saleen. “This will by far be 
the most refined and advanced 
Mustang we have built to date.” 

With over 30 years of experience 
in both racing and manufacturing 
vehicles, it was only a matter of 
time before Saleen built a 
Mustang as comprehensive and 
technologically advanced as the 
2015 302 Black Label. 

Power 

Saleen combined the reliability 
and potency of the 5.0L Coyote 
motor with a twin-screw 
supercharger. The pair produces 
the most power from a production 
Mustang yet at 730 horsepower 
and 600 lb-ft of torque on 91 
octane gas. 

“From the beginning of this 
project, we have always known 
that we wanted to create the 
most powerful production 
Mustang we have ever built”, said 
Sven Etzelsberger, V.P. of 
Engineering. “I can happily say 
that we have accomplished this 
goal with great success.” 

 

Suspension, Brakes, Wheels and 
Tires 

The 2015 Saleen 302 Black 
Label not only outperforms every 
competitor in engine 
performance, but also outshines 
even previous generation Saleen 
Mustangs in handling. This is 
because the chassis consists of 
an independent suspension on all 
four corners. Outfitted with 
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Saleen S4 springs, shocks, sway 
bars, and bushings, this setup 
offers complete performance and 
handling for both on and off the 
track. 

A massive set of 15-inch dimpled 
rotors and multi-piston brakes 
bring the car back down from 
hyper speed. “A brake setup of 
this caliber is perfectly fit on an 
ultra-high performance vehicle 
like the Black Label 302″, added 
Etzelsberger. 

Keeping the Black Label planted 
to the road are 275/35R20 tires in 
the front and 275/40R20 tires in 
the rear. These are wrapped 
around a set of Saleen 20 inch 5-
spoke alloy wheels that are 
available in multiple finishes. 

Design 

By far the most advanced design 
out of Saleen, the Black Label 
302 combines the legacy that 
Saleen is known for with 
unconventional design elements 
and materials for a truly unique 
vehicle inside and out, top to 
bottom. This all-new Saleen 
vehicle started with finely tuned 
aerodynamic body components. 
As always, Saleen has spent 
considerable time optimizing lift 
over drag (L/D) and this vehicle is 
no exception. Lengthened an 
inch and a half in the front and 
almost two inches in the rear 
helps to increase the airfoil, 
thereby increasing downforce 
over the entire vehicle. A 
trademark Saleen rear wing 
balances the downforce created 
by the front air splitter. Carbon 
fiber body components help to 
lighten the overall weight of the 
vehicle. 

The interior is a mix of luxury and 
styling with black leather and 
suede seats accented in 

contrasting chevrons. A high 
contrast gauge cluster provides 
key vitals to the driver at a 
glance. Harking back to Saleen’s 
racing heritage is a leather 
wrapped steering wheel with 
controls for audio and the center 
stack display between the 
gauges. Unique badging finishes 
off the interior that includes a 
dash plaque signifying year of 
manufacture and serial number 
of each vehicle. 

 

A full set of Saleen 302 badging 
and graphics will also be included 
to complement any one of the 
standard or custom Saleen paint 
schemes available on all Saleen 
vehicles. To match the beauty 
and refinement of such a 
remarkable car, Saleen has 
developed a new paint coating 
with BASF to launch with this 
vehicle. California Sunset is a 
cross between a golden yellow 
and the hues of a setting sun to 
create a truly unique color that 
changes with the light. As with 
the rest of the Saleen lineup, the 
2015 S302 Black Label will 
receive a Saleen serialization 
and unique Saleen VIN. Each car 
is also hand signed by Steve 
Saleen, ensuring it has gone 
through the rigorous post-
production quality control 
process. Each car also comes 
with a 3-year, 36,000-mile 
warranty from Saleen. 

“This car pushes the boundaries 
of proportion, both functionally 
and aesthetically, while 
transforming the signature 

American pony car look into a 
new class of American Exotic”, 
explained Sean Smith, Design 
Director. 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1922 FORD MODEL T TOW 

TRUCK                                    
Story & Photos by John Gunnell (Old Cars 

Weekly) 

 

Looking like a cross between the 
Headless Horseman’s ghost 
coach and a conveyance for 
Brother Love’s Traveling 
Salvation Show, George 
Skorohod’s 1922 Model T Ford 
tow truck coughed to life with a 
“putt, putt-putt, putt-putt-putt” 
rhythm, then took its place to 
receive a Yellow Ribbon award at 
the Milwaukee Masterpiece 
Concourse d’Elegance. 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1922-ford-model-t-ford-tow-truck/attachment/1922-model-t-wrecker-3
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The yellow ribbon stuck on the 
Ford’s tall, straight windshield 
indicated that Skorohod had won 
a Premier Award for the most 
original vehicle at the concourse. 
So, he set the choke, worked the 
Flivver’s three pedals and got 
underway. Shaking and rattling 
like only a Model T can, the 
“rescue truck” moved a few more 
feet towards the announcer’s 
podium where the award was 
handed to Skorohod. 

 

Skorohod and his Model T came 
all the way from Lincoln, Neb., to 
participate in the Milwaukee 
venue. As he approached the 
crowd at the trophy stand, 
Skorohod wondered what Tony 
Wirka would have thought about 
all the commotion. 

Wirka had been a mechanic in 
Rescue, Neb., and a village of 
tiny proportion that has since 
become a ghost town. From a 
one-pump filling station and 
repair shop, Wirka fixed broken-
down cars, some of which were 
delivered via his homemade tow 
truck. Car shows were not on 
Wirka’s radar back then. 
Skorohod purchased the truck 25 
years ago at an estate auction. “It 
was a three-day auction and the 
truck was the last damn thing to 
sell,” Skorohod recalled. “I went 
there just to buy it and it took me 
three days to make the purchase. 
It was cold.” Skorohod got the 
truck running and decided to 
leave everything else just the 
way it was. “I kept it all original,” 
he noted. “I had other tow trucks, 
but I thought that this was an 
awful unique machine.” 

 

Skorohod owns and operates 
Skorohod Service, a surviving 
full-service gas station in Lincoln. 
He has seven other tow trucks. 
Since the service station at 6236 
Vine Street opened in 1967, few 
people have stopped to buy fuel, 
purchase a snack or get their car 
fixed without shooting the breeze 
with Skorohod. Local residents 
who drive by without stopping 
usually hear Skorohod whistle 
loudly and wave them into the 
station, where the tow truck is 
kept. 

According to Skorohod, the late 
“Speedy” Bill Smith of Speedway 
Motors in Lincoln wanted the old 

tow truck in his museum. 
Speedway Motors today is one of 
the largest auto parts catalog 
houses in the nation, and 
Skorohod and Smith had known 
each other since 1958. 

“Bill wanted my truck because it 
comes from and was actually 
built in Nebraska,” Skorohod 
said. “He didn’t care if it was 
homemade.” 

Like other Model T’s, the car has 
a 177-cid four-cylinder flathead 
engine that produces 20 hp. It is 
perched on a 124-inch 
wheelbase chassis and weighs 
about 1,500 lbs. The manually 
operated wrecker unit is 
completely homemade and 
incorporates a draw bar made 
from an old automobile front axle 
with a variety of fixtures that are 
designed to be used for towing 
different cars. After Wirka died in 
1989, Skorohod waited for an 
opportunity to buy the truck. 

“We purchased it from his son at 
the auction,” said Skorohod. “His 
son is over 78 years old himself. 
We went to see him a couple of 
weeks ago and he gave us a little 
more of the story about it — a 
story that tells what towing was 
like in the old days when Tony 
Wirka was hired to do a job for 
the railroad.” 

 

According to Skorohod, the 
mechanic had to back the truck 
onto a trestle that was 6 feet in 
the air while sticking his head out 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1922-ford-model-t-ford-tow-truck/attachment/1922-model-t-wrecker
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1922-ford-model-t-ford-tow-truck/attachment/1922-model-t-wrecker-4
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a little window on the left side to 
see what was behind him. The 
railroad wanted him to lift heavy 
cement blocks, so he had to run 
a cable down through an eye and 
raise the blocks with the cable. 
The blocks were so heavy that 
two railroad workers with big, 
heavy overalls had to bend 
themselves over the front fenders 
and lean far forward to keep the 
front end of the tow truck from 
lifting up from the load at the 
rear. 

“I’d like to have been there to see 
that,” Skorohod said. “(Wirka) 
was up on the trestle and could 
hardly step out of his truck to get 
onto the trestle, yet he was 
somehow able to turn the crank 
to wind in the cable.” Amazingly, 
the truck still looks like it did on 
the day it lifted the cement 
blocks.  
“When we took it to the 
Masterpiece, people gathered 
around it taking pictures,” 
Skorohod recalled with a smile. “I 
never would have thought that 
many people would appreciate its 
history.” 

 

Skorohod doesn’t take the tow 
truck to many shows, but he had 
a similar experience at a show 
organized by a church about 
three weeks earlier. “They had 
about 130 cars and they gave 
each vehicle a number and each 
person at the show got a ticket 

on which they wrote the number 
of their favorite vehicle,” he 
explained. “Believe it or not, they 
only had about five trophies and 
our truck won one for being the 
Peoples’ Choice vehicle. We 
were really pleased.” 

 

 

 

 
Story & Photos by (Old Cars Weekly) 

Poet Joyce Kilmer famously 
wrote that she never saw a poem 
as lovely as a tree. The 
legendary wordsmith likely never 
set foot in a salvage yard, but 
had she done so, she would have 
encountered many an oddly 
situated tree to enhance her 
fancy. 
 
Roaming Old Cars Weekly 
contributor Ron Kowalke has 
spent the last two decades 
touring salvage yards and 
vintage vehicle collections 
amassed in woods and fields. 
Vehicles that have been parked 
outdoors long term have a 
tendency to harbor tree growth, 
especially in empty engine bays. 
This photo gallery showcases 
this unique vehicular arboretum, 
photographed by Kowalke, and 
aptly titled “Tree Huggers.” 
 

1933 Ford 

1933 Ford three-window coupe. Yard art 
in Whitehall, Montana. 

 
1956 Chevrolet 

1956 Chevrolet Bel Air sedan. Outdoor 
collection, Chatham, Virginia. 
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1960 Ford 

1960 Ford sedan. Supinger Collection, 
2005 auction, Grant City, Missouri. 

 
1954 Chevrolet Pickup 

1954 Chevrolet pickup cab. Collection in 
woods, crushed in 2007, Sam Sonia, 

Kentucky. 
 

Early 1960’s Corvair 

Early 1960s Chevrolet Corvair sedan. Ace 
salvage, Tunica, Illinois. 

 
1957 Ford Fairlane 500 

1957 Ford Fairlane 500 hardtop. Behner 
Collection, crushed in 2007, New Liberty, 

Ohio. 

 
1954 Chrysler Windsor 

1954 Chrysler Windsor two-door sedan. 
Watterson Collection, 2007 auction, 

Mitchell, Indiana. 
 

 
1952 Cadillac 

1952 Cadillac rolled over. North Star 
Recycling, Brainerd, Minnesota. 

 
 

1968 Datsun 2000 

1968 Datsun 2000 roadster. C.L. Chase 
salvage, Camp Douglas, Wisconsin. 

 
 

1955 Mercury 

 
1955 Mercury sedan obscured by tree 
and scrub growth. Stapleton’s salvage, 

Dodge City, Kansas. 
 

1972 Ford Gran Torino 

 
1972 Ford Gran Torino Squire station 

wagon. John’s Salvage, Cabool, Missouri. 
 

1968 Firebird Convertible 

 
1968 Pontiac Firebird convertible with 
tree growing through top bows. Siegel 

Recycling, Tomahawk, Wisconsin. 
 

1940 Pontiac 

 
1940 Pontiac with encased bumper. Easy 

Jack’s salvage, Junction City, Kansas. 

 
 

1953 Chevrolet Sedan 

 
1953 Chevrolet sedan. Rip-rap near 

Guyton, Oklahoma. 
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Late 50’s Willys Jeep 

 
Late 1950s Willys Jeep pickup crushed by 

falling tree. Kuhn’s salvage, Penn’s 
Creek, Pennsylvania. 

 

1964 Dodge 880 

 
1964 Dodge 880 station wagon with tree 

growing from rear wheel well. Kuhn’s 
salvage, Penn’s Creek, Pennsylvania. 

 

1952 Chevrolet Syleline Deluxe 

 
1952 Chevrolet Style line deluxe two-door 

sedan. A-1 salvage, Roswell, New 
Mexico. 

 
 

 

RAT ROD REVIEW       
2000hp Model A -Overkill   

Robert Killian’s 2000hp Model a 

Is One Crazy Street Car Story & 

Photos by Tommy Lee Byrd (hotrod.com) 

 

This car refuses to fall into a 
category, and that's exactly how 
Robert Killian planned it. He 
wanted an eye-catcher, but he 
wanted it to be ridiculously fast, 
and it had to be street legal. 
How'd he do? His '28 Ford Model 
a sedan took two and a half 
years to build, and it offers 
enough entertainment value to 
keep a car guy occupied for 
days. It's long and low and 
patina'd--but far from ratty. 

Have you noticed the engine yet? 
It's the major act of overkill: an 
all-aluminum, 820ci Ford Hemi 
built by Jon Kaase Racing 
Engines, which is a little more 
than an hour away from Robert's 
home in Canton, Georgia. Jon 
sells these as crate packages 
and is secretive about the 
specifics, but rest assured, it's 
ludicrous in every area. On the 
outside alone, there are those 
absurd Kaase Pro Stock heads, 
the dry-sump setup, and a 
flawlessly executed aluminum 
sheet metal intake topped with 
split Dominators with a total of 
2,800 cfm. It gulps VP Racing 
C23 fuel at a quick pace. Jon 
won't disclose the horsepower, 
but we know it made more than 
1,600 lb-ft of torque, which is a 
sign that it made north of 2,000 

hp, according to Robert--and 
note that there's no nitrous or 
boost here. Behind the Ford 
Hemi is a bulletproof ATI 
SuperGlide transmission, which 
uses an 8-inch torque converter 
that stalls to 4,800 rpm on the 
line. 

 

The Model A body was in great 
shape in with little rust or 
damage, so Robert and Steve 
concentrated mainly on body 
modifications, such as chopping 
the top, filling the roof insert, and 
recessing the taillights and 
license plate. They also added 
bear-claw door latches for safety.  

When Robert began the buildup, 
he talked it over with good friend 
and chassis builder Steve Tucker 
of Southeast Race Cars in Ball 
Ground, Georgia. Robert wanted 
to make sure the proportions 
were correct, so ride height, 
wheelbase, and engine 
placement were big topics of 
discussion. When plans went into 
motion, Steve built a double-
framerail chassis from chrome-
moly tubing. Steve has built a 
number of drag cars, but Robert's 
vision was definitely out of the 
ordinary, so the two worked hand 
in hand to get the right result. 

At 130 inches, the sedan's 
wheelbase has been stretched 
more than 2 feet, and the 
custom, front-mounted fuel cell 
and wheelie bars add to the long 
and low appearance. Normally, a 

http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/hdrp-1202-2000hp-1928-model-a-overkill/#photo-01
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/hdrp-1202-2000hp-1928-model-a-overkill/#photo-02
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drag racing chassis of this caliber 
would have a strut-style front 
suspension, but Robert wanted a 
transverse spring and dropped 
axle to keep the hot rod look. A 
Super Bell aluminum I-beam axle 
is held in place with a Pete & 
Jakes spring and hairpin radius 
rods, while hot rod-style disc 
brakes roll on either side. Out 
back, the rear suspension is all 
drag-car equipment, with an RJ 
Racecars four-link setup attached 
to an RJ Pro Mod-style fabricated 
rearend housing. Drag tires on all 
four corners push the limits of 
Robert's street car claims, but 
he's OK with driving on the street 
with race rubber. The car has 
working lights, current 
registration, and insurance. 

 

Since finishing the car in mid-
2011, he's been working out the 
bugs at various nostalgia drag 
racing events. He's yet to make a 
full pass, naturally, and his best 
e.t. so far is 8.08 at 177 mph. 
Robert admits it was a partial-
throttle run because of track 
conditions. Theoretically, with a 
weight of 2,730 pounds and 
2,000 hp on tap, the car should 
dip into the 6s at well over 200 
mph, so there's a lot of room for 

improvement. That didn't stop us 
from having to share it. It's got an 
undeniable presence, and that's 
exactly what Robert wanted from 
day one.  

 

 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

1970 OLDSMOBILE 

CUTLASS SUPREME SX                            
Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars 

Weekly) 

 

Dale Noble gets to repeat himself 
a lot when he takes his 1970 
Oldsmobile out in public. Most 
people who lay eyes on the car 
have never heard of an Olds SX, 
and even fewer know what a “W-
32” car is. And it’s a fair bet that 
almost none of them have ever 
seen a combination SX/W-32 
convertible like Noble has. Heck, 
even Noble has never seen 
another one, and he’s looked 
hard for such car. So he often 
has a fair bit of explaining to do 
when he shows up at collector 
car gatherings. 

“I’ve had it close to 20 years. I’ve 
found only one other W-32 
convertible, and that was over in 
Europe,” says Noble, a resident 
of Portage, Wis. “Otherwise, I 
have never seen or heard of one 
… I’ve taken it to some Nationals 
and local shows and people 
know the car, but I’ve never 
talked to anybody else who’s 
ever seen one. Even amongst 
the Oldsmobile Club, this is the 
only one they know of in the 
country.” 

Even if it wasn’t rare, the cool 
triple-black Cutlass would still 
stand out. It’s just a great-looking 
machine with big power under 
the hood that still fooled 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1970-oldsmobile-cutlass-supreme-sx/attachment/1970-sx-10
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insurance companies who didn’t 
realize it was a 4-4-2 in sheep’s 
clothing. What’s not to like? 

 

Oldsmobile debuted its Cutlass 
Supreme intermediate model for 
the 1970 model year and it 
received a warm reception. For 
buyers who wanted to spice their 
cars up, the company offered an 
SX package that included several 
455-cid V-8 engine options, 
special badging, TH400 
transmission and a few other 
bells and whistles. It all added up 
to a refined muscle car that was 
meant to be classy and more 
understated than many of the 
wilder alternatives that were 
springing up on the market. 

 

Just how hairy your Cutlass or 4-
4-2 or SX was depended on 
which boxes you checked. The 
W-32 option was the middle 
offering of the three 455 power 
plants and reportedly produced 
365 hp, although figures vary 
depending on the source. It was 
only offered on cars with the W-
32 engine. The SX was 

sometimes called a “poor man’s 
4-4-2,” although they were almost 
the same car, with the same 
profile, lots of power and great 
handling for a performance car. 

 

 

Production records from the time 
are a bit fuzzy, but reportedly 
about 860 W-32s were built for 
the 1970 model year. There is no 
official breakdown of how many 
were coupes and how many were 
convertibles, but Noble did some 
of his own math and made some 
educated guesses. “What I did is 
take the 4-4-2 and I looked at the 
percentages of convertibles vs. 
hardtops and kind of did the 
same thing with W-32 and it 
comes out to maybe 50 or less 
that would have been 
convertibles, but there is no way 
of knowing that for sure. I have 
only found the one other W-32 
convertible in Europe. Otherwise 
I have seen or heard of another 
one like mine (with the W-32).” 

Noble is certainly proud of his 
SX, but it took him quite a while 
to figure out exactly what he had. 
He bought the car from his 
brother, and neither understood 

the car’s rarity until Dale tore into 
it a bit. “My older brother decided 
he wanted to get a collector car 
and he found this body shop guy 
who had this Cutlass as his own 
personal car … We saw it and it 
was a beautiful car and I knew it 
had the 455 in it and the SX 
symbols on it, but at that time I 
didn’t know it was a W-32. So he 
bought it in ’85 for I think 3,500 
bucks [laughs]. He didn’t have to 
do a whole lot to it, and then he 
decided to sell it and I bought it 
from him maybe 15, 16 years 
ago. 

“I rebuilt the motor, and had the 
car repainted and put a new top 
on it and a few other things. And 
when I rebuilt the motor I 
checked out the numbers on the 
block and found out it was a hi-
performance 455 and the only 
cars they put that in was 4-4-2 or 
W-32. That’s when I knew how 
rare it was.” 

 

The W-32 that was shared with 
the 4-4-2 featured a four-barrel 
carburetor, 10.5:1 compression, 
a hotter cam and bigger valves. 
Noble’s drop-top was also 
optioned with the dual gate 
shifter, air conditioning, cruise 
control, power windows, power 
seats and power locks, and Tic 
Toc Tac. It also carries the cool 
Outside Air Induction (OAI) Ram 
Air hood. 

Noble has done what he likes to 
a call a gradual “frame-on” 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1970-oldsmobile-cutlass-supreme-sx/attachment/1970-sx-7
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1970-oldsmobile-cutlass-supreme-sx/attachment/1970-sx-4
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1970-oldsmobile-cutlass-supreme-sx/attachment/1970-sx-5
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1970-oldsmobile-cutlass-supreme-sx/attachment/olympus-digital-camera-21
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restoration of the SX over the 
years. He was forced into 
repainting the car a few years 
back and has made a hot car 
even hotter with some engine 
tweaks. “A couple years ago a 
neighbor kid threw a ball through 
the window and just about every 
part of the car had scratches on 
it,” he said. “The insurance 
company paid for it and we had it 
stripped down to bare metal and 
painted … It had hardly any rust 
on it at all. I had a new top done 
on it. The interior was done by 
my brother years ago — probably 
20 years ago. I put new carpet in 
it and I’ve rebuilt the motor to 
stock appearing. It’s putting out  

 

Close to 500 horse, but you can’t 
tell by looking at it. I had the 
heads ported and polished by 
Joe Modello when he was still 
alive. The intake was ported and 
polished, the exhaust manifolds 
were ported and I had higher-
compression pistons put in. It 
was bored .30 over. It’s got a 
bigger cam in it. Joe Modello also 
put bigger valves in it, too. It’s a 
really a nice motor now. If you 
look at it, everything looks stock. 
You can’t tell anything is 
different.” 

 

 

Of course, once he got the 
engine done and running right, 
Noble just had to take it to the 
track and see what it was 
capable of. Was there any 
choice? 

“I got a 14.149 with street tires, 
so I was pretty happy with that,” 
he chuckles. “That was pretty 
good. I’ve since then had the 
carburetor rebuilt quite a bit. I 
actually have a different 
carburetor on it now. I only 
[raced] a couple of times, just to 
see what it would do.” 

The odometer on the black Olds 
shows 112,000 miles. There 
were about 85,000 on it when he 
bought the car from his brother, 
so Noble has been averaging a 
little under 2,000 miles a year. 
“The car is just a lot of fun to 
drive,” he says. “My wife and I, 
we take it for a cruise and go out 
for golf and dinner and a relaxing 
evening. We have a lot of fun 
with it. It’s kind of like driving in a 
parade. It rumbles pretty good!” 

 

Noble admits he is still pretty 
“fussy” when it comes to handling 

his favorite machine, but he’s not 
exactly worried about breaking 
anything. He’s more worried 
about passing a cop doing a high 
rate of speed than he is 
overworking the Olds. 

“I really like it because you can 
step on it and it really moves with 
authority,” Noble concludes. “I 
like getting into it once in a while. 
I turned 62 here last month, but 
I’m still young at heart.” 

 
  NHRA Mello Yellow 

04/10 Drag Racing Series 

to SUMMIT RACING.com 

04/12 NHRA Nationals 

  Las Vegas, Nevada 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

04/11 Texas Motor Speedway 

  Fort Worth, Texas 

  James Valley Street Machines 

04/15 Regular Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/18 Oahe Speedway 

to 11th Annual Fanfest at the 

04/19 Pierre Mall 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

04/19 Bristol Motor Speedway 

  Bristol, Tennessee 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

04/24 Drag Racing Series 

to O'REILLY Auto Parts 

04/26 NHRA Spring nationals 

  Houston, Texas 

  Oahe Speedway 

04/25 Chassis Inspection Test & Tune 

04/26 Shootout Races w/Test & Tune 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1970-oldsmobile-cutlass-supreme-sx/attachment/1970-sx-1
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1970-oldsmobile-cutlass-supreme-sx/attachment/1970-sx-9
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  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

04/25 
Richmond International 

Raceway 

  Richmond, Virginia 

  Jamestown Speedway 

05/02 Test & Tune 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

05/02 Shootout Races 

05/03 Coca Cola Points Race 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

05/03 Test & Tune 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

05/03 Talladega Superspeedway 

  Talladega, Alabama 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

05/08 Kansas Speedway 

  Kansas City, Kansas 

  Jamestown Speedway 

05/09 Opening Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/09 Top End Dragways 

to 
Season Opener-Bracket 

Weekend 

05/10 Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

05/09 Kansas Speedway 

  Kansas City, Kansas 

  James Valley Street Machines 

05/13 Cook Out Car Show 

  S&R Truck Stop 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

05/15 Charlotte Motor Speedway 

  Charlotte, North Carolina 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

05/15 Drag Racing Series 

to Summit Racing Equipment 

05/17 NHRA Southern Nationals 

  Atlanta, Georgia 

  Jamestown Speedway 

05/16 Points Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

05/16 TintMasters Street Legal Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

05/16 NASCAR Sprint All Star Race 

  Charlotte Motor Speedway 

  Charlotte, North Carolina 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

05/22 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

05/24 Kansas Nationals 

  Topeka, Kansas 

  Jamestown Speedway 

05/23 Advantage RV Mod Tour 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/23 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

05/24 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 

05/23 Shootout Races 

05/24 Points Race 

05/25 Points Race 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

05/24 Charlotte Motor Speedway 

  Charlotte, North Carolina 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

05/29 Dover International Speedway 

  Dover, Delaware 

  Jamestown Speedway 

05/30 Armed Forces Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

05/30 Hot Rod Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 

05/31 Swedes Car Club Swap Meet 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

05/31 Dover International Speedway 

  Dover, Delaware 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

06/04 Drag Racing Series 

to Toyota 

06/07 NHRA Summer nationals 

  Englishtown, New  Jersey 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

06/05 Texas Motor Speedway 

  Fort Worth, Texas 

  Jamestown Speedway 

06/06 Bomber Bonanza 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

06/06 TintMasters Street Legal Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 

06/06 7th Annual Dave Graves 

  
Memorial Corvette/Mustang 

Rally 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

06/07 Pocono Raceway 

  Pocono, Pennsylvania 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

06/12 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

06/14 New  England Nationals 

  Epping, New  Hampshire 

06/13 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

06/14 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

06/13 NLRA Late Models 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

06/13 Shootout Races 

06/14 Points Race 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

06/13 Gateway Motorsports Park 

  Madison, Illinois 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

06/14 
Michigan International 

Speedway 

  Brooklyn, Michigan 

  James Valley Street Machines 

06/17 Cook Out Car Show 

  Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

06/19 Iowa Speedway 

  Des Moines, Iowa 

06/19 MSRA 

to Back to the 50's 

06/21 St. Paul, Minnesota 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

06/19 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

06/21 Thunder Valley Nationals 

  Bristol, Tennessee 

  Jamestown Speedway 

06/20 Kids Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

06/27 Street Stock Spectacular 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/27 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

06/28 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 

06/27 Showdown on the River 

06/28 Points Race 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

06/28 Sonoma Raceway 

  Sonoma, California 
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NHRA Mello Yellow 

07/02 Drag Racing Series 

to Summit Racing Equipment 

07/05 NHRA Nationals 

  Norwalk, Ohio 

  Jamestown Speedway 

07/04 Stutsman County Fair Races 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

07/04 Special Bike Race 

07/05 King of the Track 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

07/05 
Daytona International 

Speedway 

  Daytona, Florida 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

07/09 Kentucky Speedway 

  Sparta, Kentucky 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

07/09 Drag Racing Series 

to Route 66 

07/12 NHRA Nationals 

  Chicago, Illinois 

  Jamestown Speedway 

07/10 Dakota Classic Modified Tour 

  Championship 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

07/11 A-Mod Showdown 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Classic Car Club 

07/11 Park Car Show 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/11 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

07/12 Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

07/11 Kentucky Speedway 

  Sparta, Kentucky 

  Car Craft Magazine 

07/17 St. Paul Street Machine 

to Nationals 

07/19 St. Paul, Minnesota 

07/18 Jamestown Drag Racing 

to Airport 1/8 Mile Drags 

07/19 Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

07/18 Points Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

07/18 TintMasters Street Legal Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Car Show 

  10th Annual 

07/18 Main Street Car Show 

  Contact Larry Zahn 

  701-261-9071 

  Buffalo, North Dakota 

  Car Show 

07/18 7th Annual Car Show 

  "Shuffle off to Buffalo" 

  Litchville, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

07/19 
New  Hampshire Motor 

Speedway 

  Loudon, New  Hampshire 

  Oahe Speedway 

07/18 Countdown to the Jam 

07/19 Points Race 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Car Show 

  Bridge City Cruisers 

07/20 17th Annual Rally in the Valley 

  Buffalo, North Dakota 

  James Valley Street Machines 

07/22 Cook Out Car Show 

  R.M. Stoudt 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

07/22 Eldora Speedway 

  New  Weston, Ohio 

07/24 Elks Lodge 995 

to Elks State Convention 

07/26 Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

07/24 Drag Racing Series 

to MOPAR Mile-High 

07/26 NHRA Nationals 

  Denver, Colorado 

07/25 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

07/26 National Dragster Challenge 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

07/25 MW Mod Festival 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

07/26 Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

  Indianapolis, Indiana 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

07/31 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

08/02 Sonoma Nationals 

  Sonoma, California 

  James Valley Street Machines 

07/31 Dakota Blacktop Tour 

to The Paul Bunyan Trip 

08/02 "Hello Minnesota!" 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

08/01 NLRA Late Models 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

08/01 Hot Rod Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

08/01 Pocono Raceway 

  Pocono, Pennsylvania 

  Oahe Speedway 

08/01 Shootout Races 

08/01 National Dragster Challenge 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

08/02 Pocono Raceway 

  Pocono, Pennsylvania 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

08/07 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

08/09 Northwest Nationals 

  Seattle, Washington 

08/08 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

08/09 Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

08/09 Watkins Glen International 

  Watkins Glen, New  York 

  James Valley Street Machines 

08/12 Cook Out Car Show 

  S&R Truck Stop 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

08/15 Points Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/15 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

08/16 Radial Revolution 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 

08/15 Shootout Races 

08/16 Gamblers - Small Wheel Race 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

08/15 
Michigan International 

Speedway 

  Brooklyn, Michigan 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

08/16 
Michigan International 

Speedway 

  Brooklyn, Michigan 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

08/19 Bristol Motor Speedway 

  Bristol, Tennessee 
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NHRA Mello Yellow 

08/20 Drag Racing Series 

to Lucas Oil 

08/23 NHRA Nationals 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

08/22 Back to School Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

08/22 Bristol Motor Speedway 

  Bristol, Tennessee 

  Jamestown Speedway 

08/29 Season Championship 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/29 Top End Dragways 

to TintMasters Street Legal Drags 

08/30 Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

08/30 Canadian Tire Motorsport Park 

  Bowmansville, ON 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

09/02 Drag Racing Series 

to Chevrolet Performance 

09/07 U.S. Nationals 

  Indianapolis, Indiana 

  Jamestown Speedway 

09/05 Labor Day Duel (Saturday) 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/05 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

09/06 King of the Track 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

09/06 Labor Day Duel (Sunday) 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

09/03 Thunder on the Prairie 

09/05 Junior Drag Racing 

09/06 Draggin for Pinks 

09/07 Points Race 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

09/12 
Richmond International 

Raceway 

  Richmond, Virginia 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

09/06 Darlington Raceway 

  Darlington, South Carolina 

09/12 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

09/13 Sabin, Minnesota 

  James Valley Street Machines 

09/16 Cook Out Car Show 

  Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/17 Oahe Speedway 

to ET Finals 

09/19 Pierre, South Dakota 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

09/18 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

09/20 Carolina Nationals 

  Charlotte, North Carolina 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

09/18 Chicagoland Speedway 

  Joliet, Illinois 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

09/20 Chicagoland Speedway 

  Joliet, Illinois 

09/25 Jamestown Speedway 

to Stock Car Stampede 

09/26 Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

09/25 Drag Racing Series 

to AAA Insurance 

09/27 NHRA Midwest Nationals 

  St. Louis, Missouri 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

09/26 
New  Hampshire Motor 

Speedway 

  Loudon, New  Hampshire 

  James Valley Street Machines 

  & Don Wilhelm Inc. Present 

  5th Annual Dan Wilhelm 

09/26 Car Show supporting the 

  ND Huntington's Disease 

  Foundation 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

09/27 
New  Hampshire Motor 

Speedway 

  Loudon, New  Hampshire 

09/25 Oahe Speedway 

to 11th Annual National Open 

09/27 Finals with Class Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

10/01 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

10/04 Keystone Nationals 

  Reading, Pennsylvania 

  Top End Dragways 

10/03 TintMasters Street Legal Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 

  Fall Finale 

10/03 Shootout Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

10/04 Fall Finali Class Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

10/03 Las Vegas Motor Speedway 

  Las Vegas, Nevada 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

10/04 Dover International Speedway 

  Dover, Delaware 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

10/10 Charlotte Motor Speedway 

  Charlotte, North Carolina 

10/10 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

10/11 Season Points Championship 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  James Valley Street Machines 

10/14 Regular Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

10/15 Drag Racing Series 

to AAA Texas 

10/18 NHRA Fall Nationals 

  Dallas, Texas 

10/17 Top End Dragways 

to Bracket Weekend 

10/18 Big Money Weekend 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

10/18 Kansas Speedway 

  Kansas City, Kansas 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

10/24 Talladega Superspeedway 

  Talladega, Alabama 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

10/25 Talladega Superspeedway 

  Talladega, Alabama 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

10/29 Drag Racing Series 

to NHRA 

11/01 Toyota Nationals 

  Las Vegas, Nevada 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

10/31 Martinsville Speedway 

  Ridgeway, Virginia 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

11/01 Martinsville Speedway 

  Ridgeway, Virginia 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

11/06 Texas Motor Speedway 

  Fort Worth, Texas 
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NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

11/08 Texas Motor Speedway 

  Fort Worth, Texas 

  NHRA Mello Yellow 

11/12 Drag Racing Series 

to Auto Club 

11/15 NHRA Finals 

  Pomona, California 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

11/13 Phoenix International Raceway 

  Phoenix, Arizona 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

11/15 Phoenix International Raceway 

  Phoenix, Arizona 

  James Valley Street Machines 

11/18 Regular Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  NASCAR 

  Camping World Truck Series 

11/20 Homestead-Miami Speedway 

  Homestead, Florida 

  NASCAR 

  Sprint Cup Series 

11/22 Homestead-Miami Speedway 

  Homestead, Florida 

  James Valley Street Machines 

  Awards Banquet 7:00 

12/10 Prime Rib & Potato. 

  Live Auction @ the KC's 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

 
 
 

 

SWAP SHOP 

 
Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley 

Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street 

Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in 
Jamestown” on Facebook. 

 

WANTED: 1980’s Jeep pickup 
parts. I’m restoring a 1982 Jeep. 
701-845-3032 Ken 

 
WANTED: Looking for hood for 
1948 1-ton Chevy panel van. 
Also, speedometer and any other 
odd parts.  
Kern Shull 701-341-7174 
 
FOR SALE: ‘34 Plymouth Sedan 
hot rod. Ready to cruise.  
Info: 701-678-2908 
 
FOR SALE: Truckstell Overdrive 
unit for 1949-54 Chevy (Closed 
Driveline) $500  
763-221-6123 Stefan 
 
WANTED: ‘57 Cadillac body and 
interior parts. Mainly seats and 
bumpers.  
Dallas 701-436-6399 
 
WANTED: ‘53 Olds left fender 88 
or 98 will work, complete. Green 
would be a bonus!  
Dallas 701-436-6399 

 
WANTED: 1955-59 step-side 
pickup. Must be all complete, 
ready to drive. Prefer: Chevy 
Apache, 350 CU or less, no 6 cyl, 
and color of red, white, and blue, 
auto trans, hwy gears.  
Call or txt 701-425-5358 Duane 
 
WANTED: Looking for a decent 
set of Doors and a Drivers front 
fender for a 60-63 Chevy Pickup. 
Fenders work from 60-66.  
Aaron 701-880-1472 
 
INSPECTIONS: Vehicle 
inspections done at Dallas 
Kustoms in Hillsboro, ND.  
Call 701-436-6399 
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